Form 10-168d UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OMB Approved
Rev. 12/86 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE No. 1024-0009

~, REVIEW SHEET T-592

Histotic Preservation Certlflcatlon Appllcatlon—3|gmﬂcance

Properly: ROBERT ®. 55‘““\°HR Houvse | ;oS qm:__a.SLﬂ_HAE__ﬁ_’iQ’roject No.:

Historic District: _ DT, MicHAELS .
2-~13~ éﬁ date initial application received by State ' date(s) additional information ‘requestedv by State

2-13 "58 date complete information received by State
date of th|s transmittal to NPS
lnspecuon of property by State staff? _L_// —yes dale(s)

___;é_'__ There is adequate documentation enclosed to evaluate the historic character ‘and integrity of this property.
There is insufficient documentation to evaluate the property adequately. The application is missing the following items:

Reasonable efforts have been made to obtain this information. Copies of the information requests are enclosed.

NUMBER] This property involves:

1 — . Extensive loss of historic fabric i R — Obscured or covered elevation(s)
T Subs A alterations over time — Moved property
Preliminary determination of listing ) — . State recommendation inconsistent with NR
for district documentation
for individual property } ________ Recommendation different from the applicant’s
Significance less than 50 years old request

A
meer|  Complete item(s) below as appropriate.

o

) “+
I 2 (1) The documentation on file with the National Register cites the period(s) of significance of this historic district as {778 =1930

(2) The propert __/contributes . does not contribute to the historic significance of this registered historic district in:
location _Aesign _l'_/semng _/materials ¥ workmanship feeling ___ association
Property is mentioned in the NR or State or local district documentation in Section ___, page ____

(3) For properties less than 50 years old:
the historical merits of the district (the periods and areas of significance) are documented in the National Register form or
district documentation on file as less than 50 years old, justifying the certification of this property’s contribution.
the exceptional historical or architectural significance of this property as described in the National Register farm or distsict
documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing.
there is insufficient justification to consider this property as contributing to the district for its individual exceptional
architectural or historical significance or the significance of the district does not extend to the last 50 years.

(4) For preliminary determinations:
A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic district:

Nomination has already been submitted to State review board, and nomination will be forwarded to the NPS within
months. (Draft nomination is enclosed.) N
Nomination was submitted to the NPS on '
Nomination will be submitted to the State review board within twelve months.
Nomination process likely will be completed within thirty months.
Other, explain:

B. Evaluation of the property:
) .. Property is individually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation
Property is located within a potential registered district that meets National Register
Criteriafor Evaluation: ___ A ___ B ___ C__ D _
CriteriaConsiderations: ___ A __ B _C___ D __E_F___ G

(5) The property is located in a registered district, is outside the period(s) or area(s) of significance as documented in the NR form and:
appears to contribute to the expanded significance of the district. Enclosed is the revised nomination documentation.
does not appear to contribute to the period(s) or area(s) of significance of the district.




T | T-592

JiUMBER Describe and evaluate the physical characteristics of the property, its integrity, and its significance within the context of the historic district
'3 (or individually for preliminary determinations of individual listings).

.- THE #oBeERT H. SEYMOUR HOUSE |8 OME OF THE FEW STORY ~AND- A - HALE | “Two Room
HOLSES THAT HAs NOT BEEN ChHARNGED SIGNIFICANTLY. BuiluT 2. 8¢ 1T
IS TYPicAL oF THE TYPE oF PERID HOUSES THAT LINE GRACE STREET,

IT IS SUPFPETED BY A MINIMAL BRICE TFOUNDATION AND IN SoME AREAS
THE <SiLL RESTS OO0 THE gROUND. THIS 15 WHEBRE Moslm OF THE DETERICAATIN

1 LOCATED . .
THERE ARe TWo | 6N E SRY ADDITIONS ; ONE WHICH ConTAINS A BEDRoOOAY

AND BATH AND THE OTHER , 7HE RITCHEN. THE BEXTERIOR. SI1DING MATER/AL
COoMSIETS OF Weod clAPBoarp - THE INTERIOR ©F ' THE RHouse Has TEEN
MOPITFIED WITH AN EMNLARGED oPpning  BETWEEN THE TWo FIRST FlLooR
RoOMS. I'H'E’ FRONT ReooM  ~onTAINS THE HEARTH WHICH 158 TFTRAMED
BY A SiMplE MID NINETEENTH — CENTURY MANTEL .

NUMBER §  Gtate Official Recommendation:

4
i This application for the above-named property has been reviewed by MIAicHAEL DAY )
professionally qualified architect, architectural historian, or historian on my staff.
_Y" The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district, contributes to the significance of the district, and is
a ‘“certified historic structure’ for the purpose of rehabilitation.
—_The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district, contributes to the significance of the district, and is a
*certified historic structure’ for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension
P Act of 1980. . .
! ____The property does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.
____The property appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be nominated. 4

The property does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will hot be nominated.

The property appears to contribute to the significance of a:
—_potential historic district which appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be nominated.

__registered historic district but is outside the period(s) or areas of significance as documented in the National Register nomination
or district documentation on file with the NPS. Revised nomination or dislrict documentation is enclosed.
—_The property should be denied a preliminary determination that it could qualify as a certified historic structure.
_ . Insufficient documentation has been provided to evaluate the structure.

____Detailed NPS review recommended _____ Precedent-setting case _____Forwarded without recommendation

3/ %/JLI’

Date, /State Official Signature

_.See attachments:

NPS Comments:

/N ™ \

Date NPS HReviewer
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Form 10-168 . OMB8B Approved
,Rev. 12/86 » UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR No. 1024-0009

- ’ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE E L( " W ATy Tm

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION

PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE » FEB 1 °
NPS Office Use Only s NPS Ot;ﬁce Use Only
. roject No:
NRIS No: } P 0|ecf o QGARYLAN[) Hl

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification will be made unless a cqmpletgd application form has been received.
Type or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets.

1. Name of property: Robert S. Seymour House

Address of property: Street 105 Grace Street
: " ¢y St. Michaels County __T@1bot sme _Maryland 21663

St. Michaels Historic District

Name of historic district:

X1 Nationat Register district [ certified state or local district [J potentiat historic district

2. Check nature of request:

certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation.

certification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to the
significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.

certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.

preliminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district.

preliminary determination that a building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district.

oo Os

3. Project contact:

7 Name _Frank A. Morgan .
sweor 209 Mulberry Street " y:St. Michaels
sae __ Maryland zp 21663 Daytime Tetophone Number 99 1=745=2400 .
4. Owner:

| hereby attest that the information | have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that | own the proper\y described above. | understand that
falsification of factual representations in this application is subject to criminal sanctions of prisonment for up to five years pursuant
to 18 U.S.C. 1001.

name Cirrus Fguity Corporation Signatur ' Ay T~ pae 2/11/88

Organization

Social Security or Taxpayer Identification Number he=1 253738
street _P.0, Box 398 ) City St. Michaels
sate __ Maryland Zip 21663 ' Daytime Telephone Number 301=745-2400

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the "'Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1" for the above-named property and hereby determines that
the property:

[J contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a *‘certified historic structure” for the purpose ol rehabilitation.

(3 contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "'certified historic siructure’ for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes in ac-
cordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980.

[ does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary Determinations:

O appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places it nominated by the State
Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register.

appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the
State Historic Preservation Officer,

appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the National
Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS.

does not appear to qualily as a certified historic structure.

N

-0 0o

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature Nationai Park Service Office/Telephone No:




HISTORIC PRESERVATION |
Robert S. Seymour HouseCERTIFICATION APPLICATION—  NPs Office Use Only

: PABT 1 l_Prfoject Number:
PoredE™Grace Street :

Property Address

5. Desérihtion of physical appearance:

The Robert S. Seymour House is a one and one-half story, 900
square foot frame structure, centrally located in St. Michaels
Historic District (National Register District). The siding is
traditional clapboard later sheathed with asbestos shingles. The
structure faces south with fore and aft dormers having four over
four sash windows. The roofing material is wooden shake covered

- later by asphalt shingles. Originally a twe room house, a shed
roof was added to the east side to provide for an interior bath
and a bedroom. A kitchen wing was added to the North side of the
house while the West side is singularly marked by an exterior
chimney. The front room was divided by built-in book cases and
shelving (1920-30). Six over six windows are on either side of
the center entranceway,

s

1860 Survey No. T-592 (Paul Touart)

Source of Date:

1920-30 (est.)

Date of Construction:

Date(s) of Alteration(s):

Has building been moved? [ yes %] no. if so, when?

. 6. Statement of significance:

The Robert S. Seymour House is one of the few remaining
waterman/boat yard worker residences in St. Michaels. It is a
very modest, two room abode (with subsequent bedroom and kitchen
additions) constructed of local materials. The original section
of the house is constructed of hewn timbers using .mortise and
tenon joinery. The house blends well with other Grace Street
residences with its limited set-back allignment and simple exterior
lines. Paul Touart, Historical Architect, estimates construction
took place in the third quarter, nineteenth century.

7. Photographs and maps. Two sets enclosed (12 photos each).

Attach photographs and maps 1o application.

Continuation sheets attached: [ yes 3 no
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T-592 v c. 1860
Robert H. Seymour House
St. Michaels
private

The Robert H. Seymour house, standing at 105 Grace Street, is one of the
few story-and-a-half two-room plan houses that has not been enlarged significantly
by modern additions. The simple exterior finishes are also found inside with plain
third quarter of the nineteenth-century woodwork. The house stands next to
another story-and-a-half frame house and near third and fourth quarter of the
nineteenth-century structures. With its relatively unaltered appearance, the modest

frame house contributes to the continuous line of period houses that mark Grace

Street.

Robert H. Seymour is the most likely builder of this house after he assumed
a thirty-year lease on the property from George H. Hopkins in 1860. Seventeen
years later, a deed for the same property was executed between six Harrington
family heirs and Hopkins for $100. Seymour remained on the site until his death,
and Seymour's heirs transferred ownership of the house and lot to Thomas J. Sears
in 1895. Slightly less than a dozen owners have held title to the small house

since the early twentieth century.




Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

e

Survey No.

T-592
Magi No. 105925504
DOE yes no

1.

Name

¢indicate preferred name)}

historic

Robert H. Seymour House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

105 Grace Street

—__ not for publication

city, town St. Michaels — vicinity of congressional district First

state Maryland county Talbot
- - -

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district —_ public X_occupied — agriculture —— Mmuseum

_X building(s) X private — unoccupied __commercial — park

——— structure - both ____work in progress _ educational _X private residence

—— site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment —religious

_-~—— Object ____inprocess __X yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
___being considered ____yes: unrestricted — industrial __transportation

__xnot applicable —_no ____ military ____other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name

Cirrus Equity Corporation

street & number

telephone no.:

city, town

state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 626

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 87

city, town Easton state MD. 21601

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title |

Tte — federal ____state ___ county ___local

Jjpository for survey records

city, town

state




7. Description Survey No. T_597

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

X good . ruins —X_ altered —_moved date of move
— fair _____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Robert H. Seymour house is located at 105 Grace Street in the western
residential district in the center of St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The
story-and-a-half frame house faces south with the gable oriented on an east/west axis.

Probably built during the third quarter of the nineteenth century, the two-
room plan house is supported by a minimal brick foundation and sheathed with
asbestos shingles. The steeply pitched asphalt shingle roof is finished with a
boxed cornice and flush gable ends. Attached to the back is a single story kitchen
addition and to the east a shed roofed bedroom and bathroom wing.

The south (main) elevation is a three-bay facade with a center entrance and
flanking six-over-six sash windows. The door is a modern replacement with tri-
angular panels below the lock rail and glazing above. Lighting the loft is a
small gabled dormer filled with a four-over—four sash window.

Partially covering the east gable end is the ®ingle-story shed roofed addition,
and lighting the loft is a four-over—-four sash window. The west gable end is

marked by an exterior brick chimney with a wide base, a corbelled shoulder, and a
narrow stack.

The north side of the house is largely covered by a single-story kitchen wing.

The interior of the house has been modified with an enlarged opening between
the two first floor rooms. The front room contains the hearth which is framed by a
simple mid nineteenth-century mantel. The surround has a beaded inside corner
and the frieze is plain. .. A thick shelf is nailed on top of the friezée. Fixed in
the northwest corner is a tight winder stait without a door or handrail. The second
floor is simply finished without unusual details. A wide pine floor remains fastened
with cut nails. Access into the roof structure revealed a flat false plate, hewn
rafters and cut-nail construction. : s



8. Significance Survey No.  T-592

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

__ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion

— 14001499 ___ archeology-historic —_conservation - law ‘ - science

7 .1500-1599 ___ agriculture ___ economics ___literature ____sculpture

_1600-1699 __X architecture —— education — military ~__ social/

——1700-1799 ____ art —__ engineering —— music - humanitarian

—X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —theater

— 1900~ —  communications — industry - politics/government ____ transportation
—— invention ——_ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: __A __ B X C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: ~__ national __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gens:ral statement of history and
support.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Robert H. Seymour house is one of the few story-and-a-half, two room houses
that has not been enlarged significantly by modern additions. The simple exterior
finishes are also found inside with plain third quarter of the nineteenth century
woodwork. The house stands next to another story-and-a-half house and near later
third and fourth quarter of the nineteenth-century structures. With its relatively
unaltered appearance , the modest frame house contributes to the contlnuous line of
neriod houses that mark Grace Street.

niSTORY AND SUPPORT

,,,,,,,

B RS TR

Robert H. Seymour is the most likely builder of this Grace Street house after
he assumed a thirty-year lease on the property from George'H. Hopkins- in 1860
(69/165). Seventeen years later, a deed for the same property was executed
between six Harrington family heirs and Hopkins for $100 (82/258). Seymour remained
on the site until his death, and Seymour's heirs transferred ownership of the house
and lot to Thomas J. Sears in 1895 (125/40.) Slightly less than‘a dozen 6wners have
held title to the small house since the early twentieth century.




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. p_sg,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangile name Quadrangle scale

UTM References o NOT complete UTM references o

AL ] Lot L] JEE NN

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
I T T T of o Ll g e b Lo
3 T I I I T O T A BT | Flod Lo o J b b fa g d

Ll

el Ll o] Lol Wl Ll b o bbby

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county . code

state code county v code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Historic St. Michaels date: 4/30/87
street & number | télephb';\é o
cityortown  St. Michaels state  MD, 21663

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



’ ' ROBERT H. SEYMOUR HOUSE T-592

YEAR: 1986 VOL: 626 PAGE: 87

FROM: Nancy L. Sharpe PRICE: $59,750

TO: Cirrus Equity Corporation

NOTES Same description as following. Lot is 45 x 155.

Conveyed to Nancy L. Sharpe by Charles Wm. Miller and Joyous M. Miller
1978, 529/542,

YEAR: 1978 VOL: 529 PAGE: 542

FROM: Charles Wm. Miller and Joyous Mobley Miller PRICE: $33,800

TO: Nancy L. Sharpe

NOTES On N side of Grace Street; adjoining Denny Williams on the West; 45 feet
on Grace Street running back N 155 feet.

Conveyed to Miller by Richard L Whittington 1975, 495/475.

o~

YEAR: 1975 VOL: 495 PAGE: 475

FROM: Richard L . Whittington and Priscilla M. Cooper PRICE:

TO: Charles Wm. Miller and Joyous Mobley Miller

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to Whittington & Cooper by Richard N. Larrimer and Catharine Larrimer

1974, 486/299.

YEAR: 1974 VOL: 486 PAGE: 299

FROM: Richard N. Larrimer and Catharine Larrimer PRICE: $4,075

TO: Richard L. Whittington and Priscilla Marshall Cooper

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to grantors by Mary Camper Smith and husband 1964, 393/490.

YEAR: 1964 VOL: 393 PAGE: 490

FROM: Mary Camper Smith (formerly Mary J. Camper) PRICE: $4000

TO: Rchard N. Larrimer and Catharine Larrimer (of Franklin Cty., Ohio)
NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to Mary J. Camper, single by Nicholas C.LeCompte, and others 1941,
251/28.

YEAR: 1941 VOL: 251 PAGE: 28

FROM: Nicholas C., D. Hughes, and Dorothy B. LeCompte PRICE:

TO: Mary J. Camper

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to Nicholas C. LeCompte and D. Hughes LeCompte by Patrick Henry
Bloodsworth and William L. Bloodsworth 1936, 236/97.




ROBERT H. SEYMOUR HOUSE T-592 PAGE TWO

YEAR: 1936 VOL: 236 PAGE: 97

FROM: Patrick Henry Bloodsworth and William L. Bloodsworth PRICE:
TO: Nicholas C. LeCompte and D. Hughes LeCompte

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to grantors by Arthur H. Lovejoy (Loveday) 1926, 208/254.

YEAR: 1926 VOL: 208 PAGE: 254

FROM: Arthur H Lovejoy (Loveday) PRICE:

TO: Patrick Henry Bloodsworth and William L. Bloodsworth
NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to grantor by James A. Marshall 1923, 196/352.

YEAR: 1923 VOL: 196 PAGE: 352

FROM: James A Marshall & wife PRICE:

TO: Arthur H. Lovejoy r

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to grantor by W. D. J. Morris 1921, 188/361.
1923, 196/353 is mortgage to Marshall for $400.

YEAR: 1921 VOL: 188 PAGE: 361

FROM: Wm. D. J. Morris, adm. CTA PRICE: $600

TO: James A Marshall

NOTES By authority of the will of Thomas J. Sears property was sold at public
auction. James A Marshall was high bidder.

Conveyed to Thomas J. Sears by Gertrude R. Seymour and others 1895, 125/40.

YEAR: 1895 VOL: 125 PAGE: 40

FROM: Heirs of Robert H Seymour PRICE: $225

TO: Thomas J. Sears

NOTES Heirs were: Gertrude R. Seymour, Sarah R. Ford, Henry R. Ford, Robert H.
Seymour, Rosa Seymour, Elsie Faulkner and Charles M Faulkner.

Begins SW corner of John H. Wales (now Denny Williams) run 155 feet N with
Williams to former Edward Sears (now Mrs. George W. Collins); W with Collins
45 feet to former Harriett A. Reed (now Susan A.Blades); S 155 feet to Grace
Street; E with Grace Street 45 feet to the beginning.

Convyed to Robert S. Seymour by assignment of lease by George H. Hopkins, 1860;
the same Robert S. Seymour got from Nannie B. Harrington, John T. Harrington,
Nathan Harrington, W. W. Harrington, Mary N. Harrington, and Henrietta K.
Harrington in fee 1876, 82/258.

YEAR: 1876 VOL: 82 PAGE: 258

FROM: Six Harrington heirs PRICE: $100

TO: Robert H. Seymour

"NOTES Same description.

Same lot described in assignment of lease by George H. Hopkins to Robert H.

Seymour 1860, 69/165.
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_ROBERT H. SEYMOUR HOUSE T-592 PAGE THREE

YEAR: 1860 VOL: 69 PAGE: 165

FROM: George H. Hopkins PRICE: $10

TO: Robert H. Seymour

NOTES On N side of Bruff's .Alley. Begins S corner of John Wales; 155 feet to
heirs of Edward Sears; 45 feet to Samuel Horney; 155 feet to the alley; 45 feet
to the beginning.

Leased by Ann M. Harrington to William Burns 1855, 66/163.

YEAR: 1855 VOL: 66 PAGE: 163

FROM: Ann M. Harrington PRICE: lease

TO: William Burns

NOTES Begins S corner lot Ann leased to John H. Wales; with Wales 155 feet to
heirs of Edward Sears; with Sears 45 feet to a lot of William Burns; 155 feet

to the Alley; with Alley 45 feet to the beginning. Lease was for a term of

30 years.

In 1791, John Bruff, Sr. bought a piece of ground 297' x 280.5' from John Thomp-
son of which this lot is a part. This was prior to the opening of "Bruff's Alley
-now Grace Street. Bruff died intestate and his property was divided between his
six children. His daughter Ann married Nathan Harrington, Sr. who made the
lease recorded above.

The land which includes this lot was purchased by James Braddock from George
Gleave (1775, 20/484 and 1776, 20/529). It was originally part of "Taylor &
Jane's Discovery" patented by George Taylor in 1695 (100 a.) and was included in
the re-survey called "Chance" made for Edward Elliott in 1732.
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ROBERT H. SEYMOUR HOUSE T-592
St. Michaels, Talbot Co., Md.
Southwest elevation

3/87, photographer, Paul Touart
Neg./Md. Historical Trust




