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T-594 c. mid nineteenth century, 1927
Arthur Hopkins House
St. Michaels
private

The Arthur Hopkins house provides an interesting combination of modest house
types common to the mid nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries. Probably
built around 1927, the story-and-a-half front section is an uncomplicated
interpretation of popular bungalow style houses erected during the first half of the
twentieth century. A standard single story, three-bay frame house was built with a
pair of large gabled dormers and paired six-over-one sash windows. The interior
woodwork, especially the large square newel post stair, is also reflective of the
period. By contrast, the rear section is a basic story-and-a-half one-room plan

frame house built by the lower to middle class laborers of St. Michaels during the

second quarter of the nineteenth century.

Construction of the front part of the house is attributed to Arthur S.
Hopkins, who purchased this lot in 1926 with his wife, Augusta C. Hopkins. The
couple bought the lot for $350 which suggests the front section had not been
erected. In 1963, Augusta Hopkins's daughter, Mildred Mae Smith, sold the house to

Martin and Mildred Pettit.

The exact builder of the rear portion is less definite. Samuel Grace
purchased nine acres of land from John Dunning, who had acquired ten acres from
the estate of John and Mary Thompson in 1844. After buying the parcel in 1847,
Samuel Grace and his wife, Eliza, evidently lived on the site and may have erected
the modest single-story one-room plan house. The property was not sold again until

1863 after Samuel's death.
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Survey No. T-594
Magi No. 2105945504
DOE yes no

1. Name

(indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common Arthur Hopkins House

2. Location

street & number 113 Thompson Alley

____not for publication

city, town St. Michaels — vicinity of congressional district © 1¥St
state Maryland county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district- —__ public X occupied ____agriculture —_ museum
X___building(s) __X private - unoccupied ___commercial . park
— structure _.— both ___work in progress — educational X __ private residence
. site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment ——religious
~™ __ object _—_in process _X_vyes: restricted —___government ___ scientific
: — being considered —_yes: unrestricted — industrial ____transportation
____not applicable —__no —_ military —___other:

4- Ownel‘ Of Propel’ty (give names and mailing addresses of 51__]; owners)

name Paul Hawkinson

street & number 113 Thompson Alley

telephone no.:

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD. 21663

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot COI}ntY Clerk of Court liber 625

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 68

city, town Easton state D 21601

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

iitle

h te —federal ____state ___county ___ local

Pt

pository for survey records

city, town

state




7. Description | Survey No. g_sq,

Condition ' Check one Check one

___ excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered _X _ original site )
X _good ___ruins _X _ altered - moved date of move
— fair —___unexposed i

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Arthur Hopkins house stands at 113 Thompson Alley in the western
residential district in the center of St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The
story—-and-a-half frame house faces south with the main gable oriented on an
east/west axis.

Erected around 1927, the story-and-a-half bungalow style dwelling rests on a
concrete block pier foundation and is sheathed with plain weatherboards. The
steeply pitched asphalt shingle roof is marked by a pair of large gabled dormers
connected by a small shed dormer. Extending to the back (north) of the main block
is an earlier story-and-a-half, one room frame house that dates to the second
quarter of the nineteenth century.

The south (main) facade of the house is a symmetrical three-bay elevation
with a center entrance covered by a gabled stoop. The front door is glazed above
the lock rail. Flanking the porch are double windows of six-over-—one sash. The
steeply pitched roof is dominated by a pair of gabled dormers that are marked by
single six-over-one sash windows, and the connecting shed dormer is pierced by a
pair of six-pane windows. :

The east and west gable ends are pierced by six-over-one sash windows, and
a narrow brick stove stack rises through the west gable end. The eaves to the
roof are extended slightly beyond the wall surface. A single six-over-one sash
window lights the second: floor on:the-east end.-~7 -

The north side of the main block is largely covered by the earlier mid
nineteenth-century one-room plan frame house which rests on a minimal brick
foundation and is covered by a mixture of plain weatherboards and wood shingles.

The steeply pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles, and the eaves are finished
with boxed cornices and a flush gable end. On the east side of the kitchen, a shed
roofed porch shelters the side door as well as an adjacent six-over-six sash

window. Lighting the second floor is a gable dormer fitted also with a six-over-six
sash window. The west end of the kitchen is marked by a single window on the first
floor and the same gabled dormer lights the attic. The north gable end of the
kitchen is fully covered with wooden shingles and an exterior brick stack rises
against the wall. '

The interiors have been modified to some degree, but many period features
remain in ‘both sections. The front part of the house is divided by a center stair
hall with large French doors opening into the neighboring rooms. A large square
newel post, typical of the early twentieth century, anchors a square baluster railing
with a molded handrail. At the north end of the hall, a five-panel door opens
into the kitchen. Fixed in the northwest corner of the kitchen is an enclosed
winder stair with beaded board doors to the stair as well as the closet below.
A plain corner block surround frames the window on the east wall.

(continued)
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Survey No. T-594

DESCRIPTION (continued)

The second floor of the kitchen is divided by a plastered stud partition
into two small rooms. The room is currently being stripped of its riven lath.
Exposed gable end studs on the south end wall reveal sheared cut nails that
once fastened exterior weatherboards that were removed when the front section
was added. :
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8- Significance Survey Nof T-594

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
- prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____religion
1400-1499  ____ archeology-historic —_conservation — law —science
T -1500-1599 ____ agriculture —__economics — literature — sculpture
__1600-1699 X __ architecture — education — military — social/
— 17001799 ___art —engineering ' - music humanitarian
X _1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ — communications — industry — politics/government _____ transportation
— invention —— other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B ZLC D
and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance:  mnational __ state Xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Arthur Hopkins house provides an interesting combination of modest house
types common to the mid nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Probably built
around 1927, the story-and-a-half front section is an uncomplicated interpretation
of popular bungalow style houses erected during the first half of the twentieth
ceﬂtury. A standard single-story, three-bay frame house was built with a pair of

Aarge gable dormers and palred six-over-one sash windows. The interior woodwork,

pecially the large square 'newel post stair, is also reflective of the period.
oy contrast, the rear section is a basic story-and-a-half one-room plan frame
house built by lower to middle class laboiéers'during-the second guarter of the
nineteenth century.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Construction of the front part of this house is attributed to Arthur S.
Hopkins, who purchased this lot in 1926 with his wife, Augusta C. Hopkins.(207/33)
The couple bought the lot for $350 which suggests the front portion had not been
erected. In 1963, Augusta Hopkin's daughter, Mildred Mae Smith, sold the house to
Martin and Mlldred Pettit (386/176).

The exact builder of the rear portion is less definite. - Samuel Grace
purchased nine acres of land from John Dunning, who had acquired ten acres from
the estate of John and Mary Thompson in 1844 (58/290). After buying the parcel
in 1847, Samuel Grace and his wife, Elize evidently lived on the site and may have
erected the modest single-story one-room plan house. The property was not sold again
until 1863 after the death of Samuel.

N




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-594

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangie name ' Quadrangle scale
UIM References (o NOT complete UTM references
B
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Verbal boundary &‘é\scr“iption and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namertitle k Paul Touart - Architectural Historian
organization Historic St. Michaels : date 9/16/87
street & number St. Michaels telephone - 21663

city or town S ' ' state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
AR Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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. 117 THOMPSON STREET ‘ T-594

YEAR: 1986 VOL: 625 PAGE: 68

FROM: T Coleman duPont and Blaine DuPont PRICE: $45,000
TO: Paul Edward Hawkinson

NOTES Lot is 117 Thompson' Street; 60 x 125 1/2; same description as 1981,552/472
Conveyed to grantors by William J. Bowens 1981, 552/472.

YEAR: 1981 VOL: 552 PAGE: 472

FROM: William J. Bowens PRICE:

TO: T. Coleman DuPont and Blaine DuPont

NOTES Same description as following deed.

Conveyed to Sarah Thomas Bowens and William J. Bowens 1964, 393/698. Sarah
Bowens died; husband William J. is sole owner.

(e

YEAR: 1964 VOL: 393 PAGE: 698

FROM: Martin M. Pettit and Martha R. PRICE: $2000

TO: Sarah Thomas Bowens and William J.

NOTES On N side Thompsoii Street (117 Thompson Street). Begins NW corner of

W. D. J. Morris (mow Johnson); with Johnson S 125 1/2 feet to Thompson's Alley;
W 60 feet to William Weedon (now Raymond C. Eberhardt); then N 125 1/2 feet to
Charles W Willey; then E 60 feet to the beginning.

Conveyed to Martin M. Pettit by Mildred Mae Smith 1963, 386/176.

YEAR: 1963 VOL: 386 PAGE: 176

FROM: Mildred Mae Smith PRICE:

TO: Martin M. and Mildred R. Pettit

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to Augusta C Hopkins and Mildred Mae Smith by Harry E Clark and Ellen
C. Clark 1956, 334/151. (Agreement, 1961, 374/168 gives Mildred Smith sole
ownership of her property.) Augusta Hopkins died and the property descended to
Mildred Mae Smith, her daughter.

YEAR: 1956 VOL: 334 PAGE: 151

FROM: Harry E Clark and Ellen C. PRICE:

TO: Augusta C. Hopkins and Mildred Mae Smith (her daughter)

NOTES Title clearance. '

Conveyed to Harry E. Clark by Augusta C Hopkins, widow 1956, 334/149.

YEAR: 1956 VOL: 334 PAGE: 151

FROM: Augusta C. Hopkins, widow PRICE:

TO: Harry E Clark

NOTES Title clearance. )

Conveyed to Arthur S Hopkins and Augusta C Hopkins by W. D. J. Morris and Laura
A. Morris 1926, 207/33




117 THOMPSON STREET T-594 PAGE TWO

YEAR: 1926 VOL: 207 PAGE: 33

FROM: W. D. J. Morris and Laura J. PRICE: $350

TO: Arthus S. Hopkins and Augusta C. Hopkins

NOTES Begins NW corner of.Morris,(formerly Nicholas Banning); with Morris §
125 1/2 feet to Thompson's Alley; with Alley W 60' to William Weedon, etc.
Conveyed to W. D. J. Morris by Anna R Haddaway and Margaret W. Williams 1908,
151/415.

YEAR: 1908 VOL: 151 PAGE: 415

FROM: Margaret E. R. Williams and Anna R. Haddaway PRICE:

TO: W. D. J. Morris

NOTES Sold by George E Haddaway agent of Anna R Haddaway to Margaret E. R.
Thomas (now Williams). There is no deed but Margaret has had adverse possession
for more thn 20 years. Sezle is for "$65 and premises'. Deed locates lot on North
side of GRACE Street. Description says: begins NW corner of Nicholas Banning's
lot (now W. D. J. Morris); runs S 125 1/2 feet to "GRACE STREET OR THOMPSON'S
ALLEY" (take your choice!);W 60 feet to William Weedon, etc.

YEAR: 1877 VOL: 83 PAGE: 252

FROM: Moses Moore PRICE: $50

TO: Anna R. Haddaway

NOTES Same bad description as previous deed.

Conveyed to Moses Moore by R. K. Murphy 1870, 76/321.

YEAR: 1870 VOL: 76 PAGE: 321

FROM: Richard K. Murphy and Margaret E. PRICE: $90

TO: Moses Moore, col.

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to Richard K. Murphy by Eliza H. Grace, extr. of Samuel Grace 1863,
70/452.

YEAR: 1863 VOL: 70 PAGE: 452

FROM: Eliza H Grace, extrx of estate Samuel Grace, ded PRICE: $40

TO: Richard K. Murphy

NOTES Begins at George M. Burke, runs 125 1/2 feet to Grace Alley; with Alley
W 60 feet to Robert Dawsonj; N 125 feet to James Benson and 60 feet to the
beginning. This description is completely confused. "Grace" Alley has been
substituted for "Thompson's Alley" -- apparently the reason for the confusion
in later deeds -- the adjacent lot owners are also wrong and the metes and bound
if followed, would locate the lot on the SOUTH side of Grace Street instead of
the North side of Thompson Street! (The lots on the north side of Thompson
Street do not run through to Grace).




117 THOMPSON STREET ' T-594 PAGE THREE

YEAR: 1847 VOL: PAGE: 13

FROM: John Dunning and Louisa PRICE: $700

TO: Samuel Grace

NOTES Dunning sells Grace 9" acres of the land he purchased in 1844 at the sale
of the real estate of John and Mary Thompson.

Conveyed to John Dunning by Samuel Hambleton, trustee 1844, 58/290.

YEAR: 1844 VOL: 58 PAGE: 290

FROM: Samuel Hambleton, Jr., Trustee PRICE: #

TO: John Dunning

NOTES *The property was in two parcels: #1. land of Mary Thompson, 4+ acres
at $177.34; #2. land of John Thompson, 6+ acres at $370.30.

This was a court-ordered sale. For location see attached copy from the Equity
Court Record. It included 3411 the back land from the north side of Thompson
Street to the Canton Lane. The lot concerned-with here was on John Thompson's
parcel, which he inherited under the will of James Braddock in 1782. The land
was part of "Chance" and "Janes Progress", this lot being part of "Chance".

YEAR: 1732 VOL: PL#8 PAGE: 688

FROM: Proprietor PRICE:

TO: Edward Elliott

NOTES This is a resurvey and consolidation of Edward Elliott's holdings. It
was called "Chance” and included "Taylor and Janes Discovery" patented in
1695 to George Taylor. "T & J Discovery" passed by inheritance to James Hewes
who sold it to George Gleave in 1775 (20/474). Bought by James Braddock in
1775-76 (20/484, 529), it went to John Thompson by Braddock's will in 1782.
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ARTHUR HOPKINS HOUSE T-594
St. Michaels, Talbot Co., Md.
South elevation

3/87, photographer, Paul Touart
Neg./Md. Historical Trust







ARTHUR HOPKINS HOUSE T-594
St. Michaels, Talbot Co., Md.

" North elevation

3/87, photographer, Paul Touart

' Neg./Md. Historicl Trust




