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Third Quarter, 
l~h Century 

Historical research indicates that the two and one-half story 
frame "Miss Mary Jenkins" House dates from before 1'783 and, 
indeed the mantles have shelves supported by consoles and door 
trim enlivened by crossettes, details common in the Georgian 
period. There is a tall brick fireback on the exterior, reflect
ing fireplaces, situated back to back in the corners of the inside 
rooms. At the rear is a hyphen with second floor fireplace 
supported by a first floor arch and a lateP' kitchen. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

At the corner of South Washington Street and Church Street is a 
delightful frame building probably dating from late in the 18th century. 
It is three bays wide with a side hall plan and gable roof. To the 
rear is a one and one-half story, one bay kitchen wing with an exterior 
chimney. It is connected to the main house with a two story frame 
hyphen. 

The building is one of the best remaining frame buildings of the 
town's early period and may predate the Talbot County Court House. 
The front (west) facade is of medium width, random beaded shiplap siding. 
Windows have 9/6 sashes on the second floor and 6/6 replacement sashes 
on the first. Frames are beaded with a backhand molding. The sills 
are rounded and have a cavetto molding beneath each. Black louvered 
shutters are used throughout the house. 

The main entrance is in the north bay. Frames are identical to 
those of the windows and there is a transom light with curved, inter
locking muntins. The door is enriched with raised and beveled panels 
and painted black. A side walk cellar entrance, once found on most 
of Easton's Washington Street building, remains on the Miss Mary Jenkins 
House in the south bay. 

The gable roof is covered with wooden shingles. It is finished 
with a tapered and beaded barge board on the gable ends and a box cor
nice with moldings on front and rear facades. The two gable dormers 
in each roof slope have 6/6 sashes and a cornice and return with flat 
pilasters. 

Two small window with 4/4 sashes are used to help light the attic 
from the gable. On the first and second floors, windows with 6/6 sashes 
flank the chimney. Side elevations and additions are covered with 
medium width random weatherboarding. Flat double corner boards finish 
the corners. 

Among the buildings outstanding features are its chimneys. That 
on the main portion of the house is brick with a brick chimney back 
exposed to above the second floor windows. The chimney is finished with 
a corbelled cap. At the exterior of the kitchen wing is an exterior 
chimney which once served an enormous kitchen fireplace. The original 
fireplace has been demolished, the present one a replacement. 

The hyphen appears to predate the rear kitchen. It was in all 
likelihood constructed soon after the main house and the stair, origi
nally behind the main entrance, moved into it. It now has a stair 
hall and one room on each floor. On the second floor, there is a small 
raised fireplace with a reeded surround. The room is enclosed with a 
board partition. On the first floor is the supporting arch for the 
fireplace, located here instead of in the basement as is usual, because 
there is no fireplace on the first floor. The kitchen wing is one 
and one-half stories in height with a steep gable roof; it retains few 
original interior details. 

Inside, the building retains its early character despite alteratio1 
Two rooms deep, fireplaces are located back to back in the corner of 
the rooms. On the first floor each mantle has a rectangular opening 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Miss Mary Jenkins House is a remarkably intact example of 
the architectural style - especially as pertains to interior detail
ing - which preceeded the more common, delicate Federal. The in
terior detailing is bold with none of the later intricacy and del
icacy. On the exterior, the beaded weatherboarding and exposed 
brick chimney back are typical of building of the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II 7 Continued 

with sholder mantles and architrave. Each has a heavily molded 
shelf with that in the front room supported by consoles. Upstairs 
mantles are similiarly treated, the one in the front room having 
a denticulated frieze. Doors have six raised and beveled panels 
and are set in openings with sholdered architrave trim. Chairrails 
remain as do the wide random yellow pine floors. 

As noted above, the stair, originally in the side hall has 
been moved to the hyphen, possibly at the time of its construction. 
The stair has rounded newel and intermediates with square top and 
base. Portions of the stair remain in the original position on the 
second floor. 

Standing on its corner the little house is enclosed by pickets 
and a portion of bold mid to late 19th century pierced fencing. 

The structure has never been completely restored and is in 
need of repair. It houses an interior design studio, George Rebman 
Interiors. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This little house is steeped in history. In 1745, Josiah Coleman, 
Innholder, bought 3! acres from Francis Armstrong. He had previously 
bought the year before 2 acres from John Guy Williams at the fork of 
Dover and Washin~ton Streets. John Williams was himself an Innholder. 

His tavern was to the west of the Court House. Josiah's 

Will Rec. 
L3/F20 

lands were to the southeast of the Court House. His son Thomas 
inherited the orooerty but he died in 1777 and by his will 
left his sister Elizabeth the house. His brother Nicholas 
Coleman inherited the rest of his lot with the houses. The 

L23/F365 
L24/F612 
L29/Fl56 

Will Rec. 
L7 /F4$0 
L46/Fll7 
L6S/F4$2 

L273/F43 

*Ll6/Fl85 
*Ll6/Fl09 
*Ll3/F728 

1783 Tax Assessment lists a framed dwellinp house and kitchen 
adjoinin~ with a meat house and stable. 

Nicholas Coleman took on the operation of the tavern and 
to improve the premises he secured a mortgage from Samuel 
Baldwin and Je3se Richardson for L 532.11. He secured the 
mortgage by the tract anc. tavern known by the ~if!".n o~ the Seven 
Stars'. Nicholas Coleman did not prosper and in 1788 sold the 
lot and premises to Baldwin for L 700.0. Baldwin soon leased 
the property to James Trot.h, a tavern keeper. But in 1801, 
Baldwin bought back the property from Troth's estate and paid 
L 300. His dau?hter Susan Ann, who had married Nicholas 
Rowlenson, a pri~ter, inherited the Tavern, but Susan 
Rowlenson's will, probated in 1Bl9, for the education of her 
children. It was sold in 1825 to Thomas H. Dawson, and by his 
heirs Mordecai ~nd Edward M. Dawson to Edward Jenkins in 1S59. 
The Jenkins continued to resirle there and their dau~hter, Miss 
Mary Jenkins, until her decease. It is presently owned by 
Mrs. Barclay Tripoe, Sr., and is beinp used as a shop for the 
Georfe Re~manTI, Interiors. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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i. sTA TE Mary~ d 
couNTY Talbot 
TOWN Easton v1c1N1TY 

STREET No. 30 Washington Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE Dwelling 
PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT usE Dwelling 

HISTORIC 

2. NAME 

DATE OR PERIOD Ce 

sTYLE Federal 
A RCHI TE CT 

BUILDER 

1790 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

.>URVEY 

WALL CONSTRUCTION Wide beaded clap-
2i2 w/l-21 board NO. OF STORIES 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

This is a good frame house of the Federal period. It is 3 
bays wide and 4 bays deep with an A-roof. The walls are wide 
uneven old beaded clapboard. The door occupies the left front bay~ 
The .1st storey windows are 6/6, peaked dormers on the roof which 
appear to be old. On the right end of the house there is one 
chimney enclosed within the wall. The brickwork of this chimney 
is exposed by theomission of the clapboards at the first and 
second storey level. A large panel of brick on the side of the 
house results. All of the windows in the house have delicately 
molded frames. There is a garden fence of pierced Victorian 
pickets. This house is well-maintained and appears to be quite 
old. The exposed brickwork and the unevenness of the clapboards 
are all evidence of this. A large elm is directly in front of 
the house. 

At the rear of this house 
huge exterior brick chimney. 
and tiny windows and probably 
chimney is about 3 feet thick 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION 0 F ~ TRUCTU RE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (plan Optio.,al) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

is a very old kitchen wing with a 
This wing has rough old clapboarding 
dates from the mid 18th c. The 
and 6 feet long. 

Interior Exteriar excellent 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkman 

DATE OF RECORD Au.gust 28. 1967 
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