
T-633 
Joshua M. Fairbank House 
st. Michaels 
private 

c. 1867 

Construction of this house is estimated to date during the ownership 

of Joshua and Josephine Fairbank, who purchased the Water street lot 

from James and Louisa Seth in 1867, although the $500 transfer price 

would suggest that the Fairbanks purchased a house and lot. The Seths 

may have speculated by building the two-story dwelling with plans to sell 

an improved lot. In any case, Josephine Fairbank held title to the 

property until her death, and the estate trustee, Oliver S. Milliken, sold 

the house and lot in 1928 to George W. and Catherine Jefferson. Martin 

M. and Ruth Evans Hubbard acquired the Water street lot in 1939. 

The house is a basic two-story, three-bay frame structure with a 

shorter two-story, two-bay wing to the south. Four-over-four sash windows 

with wooden louvered shutters define each floor. Although the building 

retains its basic basic nineteenth-century shape, the interiors have been 

reworked with the removal of most period features. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic JOSHUA M. FAIRBANK HOUSE 

and/or common HUBBARD HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 404 Water Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
-X- building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

/-~ 

Ownership 
__ public 
-X- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__.x_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status x . 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_Lyes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T- 633 

Magi No. 2106332504 

DOE ~yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property 1(give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Ruth E. Hubbard 

street & number 404 Water Street telephone no.: 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 21663 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town Easton state MD 2 1 6 0 1 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

,, 
date _federal _state _county __ local 

!pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T-633 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Joshua M. Fairbank house, known for the last fifty years as the 
Hubbard house, stands at 404 Water Street in the center of St. Michaels, 
Talbot County, Maryland. The two-story, three-bay frame structure faces 
east with the gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built around 1870, this two-story, two-part frame house rests on a 
minimal brick foundation and is covered with a layer of vinyl siding. The 
medium pitched gable roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles. Attached to 
the south gable end of the main three-bay block is a shorter two-story, 
two-bay frame wing. 

The east (main) elevation is an asymmetrical three-bay facade with 
an off-center glazed front door flanked by four-over-four sash windows 
that retain louvered wooden shutters. The front door is framed by a 
shallow pedimented surround. The second floor is lighted by three four­
over-four sash windows, and the cornice is boxed. Rising through the south 
gable end of the main house is a brick chimney. 

The north gable end is a plain wall with an extended eave, while 
the south gable end is largely covered by the shorter two-story, two-bay 
wing. Four-over-four sash windows with louvered shutters mark each floor. 
Extending westward from the two-story section is a kitchen wing. 

The interior has been remodeled on the first floor with the 
relocation of the stair and the removal of any first floor partitions. The 
hearth against the south wall has been faced in brick. The second floor 
has been reworked as well with the removal of most nineteenth-century 
finishes. 



8. Significance Survey No. T - 6 3 3 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo~ation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B x C D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geAeral statement of history and 
\ support. 

This two-story, three-bay frame house retains its basic nineteenth­
century form with its stepped down two-story wing to the south. Four­
over-four sash windows illuminate the each floor and survive with wooden 
louvered shutters. Although the exterior has been covered with vinyl 
siding, the house adds to the nineteenth-century row of buildings on Water 
street. The interiors, however, were extensively reworked during the 
1930s and 1940s with the removal of most period elements. 

The construction of this house is estimated to date during the 
ownership of Joshua M. Fairbank, who purchased the Water street lot from 
James and Louisa Seth in 1867, (73/435) although the $500 transfer price 
would suggest that the Fairbanks purchased a house and lot. The Seths 
may have speculated by building the house with plans to sell an improved 
lot. In any case Josephine Fairbank, Joshua's wife, held title to the 
property until her death, and the estate trustee, Oliver s. Milliken, sold 
the house and lot in 1928 to George w. and Catherine Jefferson. (214/71) 
The Hubbards acquired the house in 1939.(245/511) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T - 6 3 3 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU 111 I I I I I I 8

W ~' ~'-'-----'I I I I Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I ...__._ __ ....... _I _! ....__.___.__ __ __ oli.JI ~ ~l_.__-....._I ~I..._.__._..._._.._ 
E L..LJ I II - _.__...___.__ __ F LLJ I I I _, .................................. ..-.. 
GLi.J I I -' __.. _____ _ H LiJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 3/20/88 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone (301) 651-1094 

city or town Westover state MD 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



404 WATER STREET T-633 

YEAR: 1939 VOL: 245 PAGE: 511 
FROM: Curtis Lee Garrett and Ruth Evans Garrett PRICE: 
TO: Martin M. Hubbard and Ruth Evans Hubbard 
NOTES Fronting 42 feet on Water Street; bounded on South by Elizabeth Olivia 
Burns; on the West by the school property; and on the North by Robert D. Lambdin 
The lot is 120 feet deep and 44 feet wide at the school property. 
Conveyed to Garrett by Jefferson 1934, 232/95. (1934, 245/512 is a mortgage for 
$1350 to the Workingman's Building & Loan of St. Michaels) 

This property consists of part of original lots 48 and 49 (about 17 feet of 
49 and 25 feet of 48). 

YEAR: 1934 VOL: 232 PAGE: 95 
FROM: Catherine Jefferson, widow PRICE: 
TO: Curtis Lee Garrett and Annie Evans Garrett 
NOTES Same description as above. 
Conveyed to George W. Jefferson and Catherine Jefferson by Mullikin, trustee 
for disposal of Fairbank estate 1928, 214/71. 

YEAR: 1928 VOL: 214 PAGE: 71 
FROM: Oliver S. Mullikin, trustee PRICE: $800 
TO: George W. Jefferson and Catherine Jefferson 
NOTES Property was sold by authority of a decree of the Orphans' Court in the 
suit G. K. Wright & Son comp. vs Josiah Fairbank, ext. of Josephine Fairbank. 
Same description. 
Conveyed to Josephine Fairbank by Joshua Fairbank 1867, 74/92 

In 1871, Joshua Fairbank had sold a lot 36 feet by 120 feet to James F. Burns 
(77/466) and Josephine Fairbank had sold Elizabeth Burns a 2 foot strip in 
1928 thus reducing the original 79 feet as bought from Seth to the 42 feet 
(should be 41 feet!) transferred here. 

YEAR: 1867 VOL: 74 PAGE: 92 
FROM: Joshua M. Fairbank PRICE: 
TO: Josephine L. Fairbank 
NOTES In this deed Joshua turns over to his wife the house, lot, and all furn­
iture in consideration of the fact that her money ($500) had been used to buy 
the property from Seth. 
Conveyed to Fairbank by Seth 1867, 73/435. 



404 WATER STREET T-633 

YEAR: 1867 VOL: 73 PAGE: 435 
FROM: James M. Seth and Louisa F.Seth PRICE: $500 
TO: Joshua M. Fairbank 

PAGE TWO 

NOTES Begins at a cedar at the NE corner of the Methodist Protestant burying 
ground; runs West 120 feet to James Keithley's lot; then North 79 feet to a 
lot of James M. Seth; then East 120 feet to Water Street and South 79 feet to 
the beginning. 
By selling this lot to Fairbank, Seth breaks up the original Braddock plan of 
60-foot-front lots. The burying ground (wider than the present Town property) 
extended to the southern edge of original lot 48. By selling 79 feet, the land 
bought by Fairbank extended across lot 48 and about 19 feet into lot 49. 
From this time the title-chain includes that of T-617. 

YEAR: 1849 VOL: 62 PAGE: 249 
.FROM: Robert L. Seth PRICE: $300 
TO: James M. Seth 
NOTES Lots 48, 49, 50 adjoining a lot held by the M E Church. 
Conveyed to Robert Seth by Sarah Seth 1846, 60/103 

YEAR: 1846 VOL: 60 PAGE: 103 
FROM: Sarah Seth, widow PRICE: L&A + $100 
TO: Robert L. Seth 
NOTES Lots 48, 49, 50. 
How conveyed to James Seth not complete at this time. 
Lot 48 was sold to Thomas Lambdin by James Braddock (1778, 21/92) and by Thomas 
Lambdin to Levin Mansfield (1799, 28/208). A transfer by Levin Mansfield was not 
found. 
Lot 49 was sold to Daniel Lambdin by James Braddock (1778, 21/93) .. His will 
leaves his real estate to his two daughters, Sarah Seth and Anne Winchester. 

The land was on the boundary between Janes Progress and The Beach - probably in 
Janes Progress. 
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T-633 
Joshua M. Fairbank House 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, MD 
Northeast elevation 
3/88, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 
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