
Talbot County Court House 
Washington Street between 

Federal and Court Streets 
Easton, Maryland 21601 

T-65 
1794 

In 1710 land was purchased to build a court house to serve 
the Eastern Shore; this building was 20 by 34 feet in size and 
remained in use until the present building, a brick Georgian 
structure, was constructed in 1794. 

The house has a projecting central pavillion and octagonal 
bell tower, covered with gold leaf, which was added in an 1898 
remodeling. Permanent location of the Talbot County Court House 
near the old Pitt's Bridge assured the survival of the town of 
"Talbot", later Easton, and is one of the community's oldest 
structures. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Talbot County Court House 1 the svmbol ic ccntC"r of En st on occupies a 
shadv square in the North Fashinoton Street commercial di~trict. 

Orioinallv constructed in 1794 to srrve as '-tarvlanr'1's "Httle C"apitol" 
of the Eastern Shore, thn building was a rPr.tangu1nr brick buildino five 
b . , 

ays w de, covered by n hi.pped roof with a ci.tPOln. This Pnrlv building, 
expanded in JA90 to SPven hays, i~ recoonizabJe as the. central bloC"k of 
Talbot Countv'A qovernmentnl and judicinJ ("Omplex . Althounh extensively 
remodeled through the years thn old !'ltructurc- survivns n. 110 eic:ample of n 
Georoi n pul>lir. buiJdino, reputecl at thn time of construrtion to he surpn~~"'d 
i fl orrtndPmfonJ.y• bf.he State !louse in Annapo Ji • 

Projecting from the cl'nter of tho builrfinq iQ n ihre>o bav p:ivillion 
which contain!'l the m...'lin entrnnc-e nnd two flanking ~inc1ows. The pavillion 
haR n shallow pedim~nt, enriched with nenticulated moldings . A belt course 
of four brick rourscs, encircles the buildino na does the watnr toble with 
bricked-in baSP.m1·•nt winclows. ThP Flemish bond brick work is finely done with· 
narrow mortar joints and perfectly form<>d r~d-oranne bricks. Corners of 
the building are finished with n queen and n kinn closer in alternating 
r.ou~es. RubbCld brick nrche!=! are found in major wincfow o~ninC'ls: round at 
thE' fir,::t floor windows of the central pnvilHon nnd jaC"k archc!-'1 elsewhere. 
Molded brick is found at the \fater tnble with n cavetto abo\•e a qunrter
round . Common brick with random glazed headers i!'I used for ide fncarleq and 
the "ntC'r tablo. 

Twelve over tw<"lve sashes are m~ed in nll windows exct'pt Joose in the 
first floor of the central pnvi l lion. 1'hesP clf'.'finc nnd emphnsjze thP main 
~ntrance anti have rounded upper sa!=!hes patterned by interlocking lancet arch 
muntins . Frames nre enrir.hed with bark bonds of bold composite molding~ . 

Thn main entrance has undergone mnjor chanqr.s, includ'i.nn the removal of 
n thrc~ bny entrance porch. 'l'hc present door, enric-her1 with nn orchitrnvi:' 
with rnoriifiP.d Dorir r'tctni1s nnd fluted pilnsters, wns installe1l i.n the 
1958 remocto1 i11!i. The el i pti cal transom light resemhles those j n the pavi11 ion 
windows.• I ow granite st,..ps and double four-panel doors cornrlf•te the 
ensembl<>. \t/el l see led cast iron lnnterns are mountC'd on Pither !iit'fe Qf the 
entrnnce. 

Th<" hi.ppPd roo:f is fini~hed with a cornice enrichPci by c.-loselv cpaced 
rnodilliona. 

Crowninq the structure is a clos1>d octagonol C":upola nddc>d 1808. Tn 
the enst fl'ce is a clock. Its roof is covc>red with gold 1enf and sports 
a wcnthPrvnnP . 

Horlcrn wings house 1:hr Talbot County Free Libr3ry nd C"ounty off'icf's. 
Nearly svnmetricnl, thev nre two stories in heiqht, covered by gnble roofs 
and connPcted bv two-Rtory hv-phens with enc1os<>d :firRt f'loor Arcade'=. The 
north wing is five bays wide wi1:h twelve over twelve indow-
nnd Flemish bond hrir.k. The south wing inC"ludos the formerlv freestandjnp 
1 ibrnrv buildin,1 and is seven bays wicie with de-tail inQ simi liar to that of 
thP north winp. Thn wjnqs are connected tn the m in portion with two-story 
arc c'lerl hyphens . Inside, the old !'ltructurf! is c-hiefly mo<lnrn with dctailinn 

i,, ;ed 011 thC' Georoinn style. ThP. ent.r.nncc holl i crosRed by a wide central 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 
fl"""' 

PERIOD 

_ PREHISTORIC 

- 1400· 1499 

_ 1500· 1599 

.-1800· 1899 

::L.1700· 1 799 

:L 1800· 1899 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOlWY·PREHISTORIC - COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

--ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC - CONSERVATION _ lAW 

--AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE 

--ARCHITECTURE - EDUCATION - MILITARY 

_ART -ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

_ COMMERCE - EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_ RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

- SCULPTURE 

-50CIA LJHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

- TRANSPORTATION 
x_1900. - COMMUNICATIONS - INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT - OTHER I SPECIFYI 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES See Below BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Significant both for its nrchitecture> nnd its history, t:hP !mi lnini:i 
i!=t one of the most importnnt in the to.,.m. Tnitinl ly cnl lerl "'l'nlbot Court 
Hounc'' 1 the location o'f' the cour1. here i.s larn,..ly the cau .. e of' th<> 
Pstal'.>1 i c:hmc-nt of th,.. tnwn of Easton . RcplacinCI nn earlier ctruc:-ture of 
1711, th!? building- despite altc-rations is one of tht> very earliest in the 
town. 

Resenrch conduc-tcd for thP Nnt'onnl Historir. Landmark~ Commission in 
1970 outljne~ the physicRl history of the buildinq. 

ll'rhc> fir~t brick Tnlhot rounty Court Houc:e, r.on!'>trne".t"'rl in 1710-12, 
w~i;: rc>plAC'ed by the set"ontl nnd exi:;tinq strocturf" in 17911. A lithograph of 
Ea~ton, mnde in 1811, indiC'nte~ that the ~econd court hou~e was n two-ctorv 
brick -=tructure with a gable roof surmounted bv nn oc-taoonnl ope:n cupola. 
The main facndP was fiv~-bavs wide nnd three of thesr. bays were 1ornted in 
a proj~r.tino centrnl pnvilion . The pavilion was pedimented nnd thP.rP- waq n 
drc-ulnr op,.ninn with four ke~,.stonf'>s and n '!lock lnrnferl in the crnter of the 
pediment. The windows were topped by flat archP.q of oaugen hdc-k. 1he 
court houRc was \!'irtori.nniz.,.d in thP ninetPenth rr.nturv and 'rebuilt' bv 
the city fnthP.rs in 1898 . If th~ 18J, lithooraph i~ acrurnte, two b3y~ 
WAre rMerl nt th;1t time to the width, thu.: inl'rPnsin(] the mnin fncRde from 
five to seven h.:ivs . Thea two fir!'tt-floor windows flnnkinQ the entrance, in 
the cc>nt('r p."lvi lion, hnn thr.ir flnt nrchc>t'l rcplncerl hy round brick nrch"s 
anrl an olabnrtitP pedimentP.rl 'rolonial ' rtoor vH.h nn el liptil'nl fanli']ht 
was insPrl,..d . Th£' roof w.'\s chnn(led from r.table to hipped nnd th!? OC"tanonal 
open cul)oln was replac:-P.cl by '"'" oc-tngon!:ll closed cupola of different cle~ion . 
The- clock wai= al Ro rc>mov.,.d frorn the fnce of th" pr-vi lion pedirrent and 
in~ert~d in th~ n<'~ cupola . 

Th<' 1794 rourt hou•H? w.1s further remodc l C'd and re.«tored in 1 qr;8 and 
nt thnt ti l!JP. thC' two-story brick hyphP.rts, with nrcnded opeon :fi ..-qt '3t ories, 
anrl iwo laroc two-story rectnngu l or brick winns were adcled . 'fhe simple 
court hOU!';f' of 1791"' is now the rcmtrnl block of n largo and elnhornte 
fivc-pnrt c-omposition . " 
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LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 
None 

COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Mnrshn L. Fritz, Consultnnt Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historian 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

Hi Rtoric En~ton, lncorporntecl 
STREET• NUMBER 

Box 1171 
TELEPHO'llE Mr. Pnu 1 ParAOn!';, 
)01-822-2706 PrPcidnnt 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Easton Ma:ry1Ar1d 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

~·· t 'IOI 



-/ W':ui\iinC1ton StrPet h~tw~~n FP<lPrf'l nnrl Cnurt t.::trt> ... t .. 
~n~ton, Mar..-1a"d 2l~Ol 

Tr.Jhn1" Count")· Court HouRP 
"'-6c; 

Tti 171 () an<i nr~~r 'WnA !ml!J~P.tl 'thnt tliP en11ri hrtth n..,J'\Oirtrtl 
Ht~ ... orv of to ITl"rt nt ~r TI"'tlr Pitt•~ Rrirlor -- nn~ tn trPnt with Philf'mon 
Ellstnn ~rm~tronn 1 O\t!1P.~ of two arro~ of lo.n~ ""Ar th~ RA{rl hri~~,.. 
·c;al'av. wt,.,..,....,on to lndl<'·a f"nurt llnu~u~ in thi .. ,.cnint-.·. '1.rcorriinr: to 
s. Elwood \r.t ,.,f ,\"'"'P.~"'1Py ptr. '• One hundref nnrl ff ftePn thou",.,"'' potin""' 
Patch~tt of tnbnc~o wPrr to b~ Pf!irl tn Armetronn rnr hi~ tvo ncr"~• nn~ 
'1n.B1 Phtl,,.mt'!n TfPm""l"'v vn~ +<> h,. in ctia.rq~ of th,. con!;trtt<'tion. Tn 
t12fft."~-- ,7ll PhilAt:mn ll£'ms1~,. h011f"!ht hm n~r.-F ..,-r 1nnd "•lini.ntnri th(' 

Cnap. M 

-

lanttn• l:itr.1y lAiri out ror thP Court Hmt~P. 'T'h .. i"~ntv ,,,,. thtrt-.• 
r..,ot hat lcHnt'l Wftf; P.TPCtPr! nn l Rf'rve.., U-1"" ""''"rl::i nf thE> enunty 
unt i.1 i.nt'!Pnr-n"cmcr l•!!cf heon l\chi. PVP". 

Wi.th tl r mt'lrlina ni' th,. n,..w "ttnitPr! "tntP~ tif f\~rictt 1" )t 

bf'!CAml" npoorP.nt that ll targnr c,,nrt Hou~e ""1R nN• '"'"''· 'l'hpr(' lffl_C 

con~il"r>rabl"' n"tivity amonci '\rnrious fnctinniq "'" to thP ~it" nf 
thf' fl"'W h11i l (ffng. A pP-t iti nn "a"' •tthll'ii.ttod to tl1P Lrfti slatm·,. o-f' 
l..,0 r:;, nnJ in 1701; "" ~ct -..ms P""3f'il entitlPd 11 A.n rict tn f"r~ct " 
t-mm in Tnlbnt Countv • en 1 le" 'J'o l bot''. Comrni B!li on"'r"' WP'"e npr><>i ntP<l 
wh"ch 'W'rr<' t\Uthoriz~rt tn Rttrv~v t'ieo lan~1 ant! 1cm_1ru·• th,. ""tTPl'>to;, 
1 nnP<= and ., 11 "vf( tn hr. named'. .Tnhn NrPdlP.<= wns nproi nt,.ti Pnrvrvor. 
Tn J 7Jl'\ nnr! nmonrlmcnt to thf" net '\MR pAi;i!'lod. t!lat tfle- n&.n1e of thr 
Said tOWT\ Shall 11hPTPl,ftP.r hr CR1}(lr1 Eft~ton 11 • 

CornC'li 11!" We-st contro.rt~d to bui lti thP nPw Co11rt HmJc;r on 
t11(' sit,. of th..- olrl onP., which waB prc!l11tMblv r1emo1ishPd. Thn 
countv paid ~ ~qq. And thP •t~te paid ~ 2,~00 •• nnt! it w"~ t~ 
hP 11Rt>~ hy hnth th" ttf'n~rnl nnt! thfl' county court. 'l'hP n"'W 

huil <H n'l wns comnl f'tprl in 1 ?QI• nnrl, with late ,, l'f•H t. ion~, i" st i 11 
in 'tfl"' tode.v. 
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