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The Freedom's Friend Lodge, 1024, is a prominent historic site for the black 

community of St. Michaels. The two-story rectangular frame structure was 

erected in 1883 for the Freemen's Friend Lodge of the Grand United Order 

of Odd Fellows. Paralleling white fraternal organizations of the mid to late 

nineteenth century, a group of black men living in St. Michaels chartered 

lodge 1024 in 1867, two years after the end of the Civil War. The initial 

officers of the lodge were Joseph Johnson, Noble Grant; Robert Bunn (?) 

Noble Father; William Skinner, Vice Grand; and Daniel Chaney, Secretary. 

In the same year the group purchased the Fremont Street lot for $350. 

Evidently the lot was improved at the time. of the transfer. The lodge 

members replaced their initial meeting hall with the two-story structure in 

1883, and a few enlargements have extended the building westward over the 

past one-hundred years. Not only does the building represent the black Odd 

Fellows lodge and its history over the past century, but the structure is one 

of the few nineteenth-century black lodge buildings to survive in use in 

Talbot County. 



Case n1 &r1-f 
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

Survey No. T-66 1 

Magi No. 2 l 0 6 6 l 2 6 l 0 

DOE ~yes no 

historic FREEMEN'S FRIEND LODGE 1024, GRAND ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 

and/or common FREEDOM'S FRIEND LODGE, 1024 

2. Location 

street & number FREMONT STREET 

city, town ST. MICHAELS 

state MARYLAND 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
_K.__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_K._ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
__!_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__!_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
-X-- yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

TALBOT 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

FIRST 

_museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
iother: Lodge 

·4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~owners) 

name Freedom's Friend Lodge 1024 

street & number F r em on t S t r e e t telephone no. : 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 2 I 6 6 3 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 73 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 2 7 8 

city, town Easton state MD 21601 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal __ state _ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
~fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins --*- altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No • T - 6 6 I 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Freedom's Friend Lodge of the Grand United Order of Odd Fellows 
stands on the west side of Fremont street in the center of St. Michaels, 
Talbot County, Maryland. The two-story, two-bay frame building faces east 
with the gable oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built in 1883, the rectangular frame lodge building is supported by a 
brick pier foundation, and it is sheathed with a layer of asphalt shingles over 
weatherboards. ·The medium pitched asphalt shingle roof has slightly extended 
eaves with short returns. 

The east (main) two-;b(ly, elevation has a center entranq~ M?d with a 
replacement door. The second floor is marked by a a pair of six-over-six 
sash windows flanked by louvered shutters. Hanging between the door and 
the second floor windows is a sign that reads, "Freedom's Friend Lodge 
1024. " Fixed in the northeast corner of the foundation is the datestone 
inscribed, "A. D. 1883 • " 

The south elevation is an asymmetrical facade six bays deep with a 
combination of six-over-six sash windows and a single door. The eastern 
three bays of the building comprise the initial lodge building, while the 
we9~.rn three bays were later additions. A seam in the brick piers between 
sections and a· shift in the' type ·of' ·window poin:ts ~to the various periods. 
The most recent addition was the two-bay raising of the rear part to a roof 
height even With ·tne rriarn block~ This section is sheathed·. with a different 
type of asphalt shingles, and the windows are of a smalle,r _sjq:e. , There is a 
modern concrete block stove stack that rises between the ·second and.· third 
bay from the east. 

The north side of the building is finished in a similar manner with less 
windows, however a block stack rises against the exterior wall as well. 
Attached to the west end of the building is a single-story one room section 
that is lighted also by six-over-six sash windows, and a rear four-panel door 
pierces the north side. 

The interior has been partially remodeled but surviving on the first 
floor is beaded board wainscoting, and a small stage is fixed in the rear of 
the room. Access to the second floor is provided by two stairs; the main 
stair is located in the southeast corner, whereas the second stair rises 
against the north wall next to the stage. The lodge meeting room, located 
on the second floor, is fitted with nineteenth-century painted furniture with 
Odd Fellows lodge symbolism. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-661 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 

~·~ _ 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
-X- 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
___x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo1"1ation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Build.;r/Arciiiteet 

check: Applicc:i.ble ,Griter,ia :, 
and}o'r 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F 

Level of Signitici;lnc~: __ national _state _x_local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a ge~~ral statement of history and 
support. · r , ... 

The Fr~edom' s Friend Lodge, 1024 is a prominent historic site for the 
black community of st. Michaels. The two-stOry 'rectangular frame structure 
was erected in 1883 for the Freemen's Friend Lodge of the Grand United 
Order of Odd Fellows. Paralleling white fraternal organizations of the mid 
to late nineteenth century, a group of black men living in st. Michaels 
chartered lodge 1024 in 1867, two years after the end of the Civil War. 
The initial officers of the lodge were Joseph Johnson, Noble Grand; Robert 
Bunn (?) Noble Father; William Skinner, Vice Grand; and Daniel Chaney, 
Secretary. In the same year the group purchased the Fremont street lot for 
$350 ( 73/278). Ev.;i..dently. the lot was improved at the time of the transfer. 
The lodge replaced their initial meeting hall with the two-story lodge in 
1883, and a few enlar~~i;n~~ts . hp.ve _ extenLqe~:l, the . build:i,.ng w~st'.'w ard over the 
past one-hundred years. Not only does the building represent the black Odd 
Fellows lodge ang. :i-ys history over the past ce,ntu:r;y., ~-q.t th~ building is one 
of the few known nineteenth-century black lodge buildings to survive in use 
in Ta.,ll:>?t ,c6unty. · · · · · · · 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T - 6 6 I 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I B w .._I .J.-1 _._I -i-.i...i.-..il I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I~-----' ~I........_._.__.--........ oLLJ ~! ~l ................... ~I ~I.._.__-'---!.-'---'~ 
ELLJ I I ~I ..L-.1.-'-....... ....... F LLJ I I ~I ...L.-L--'-....... """--l 

GL.t_J I I ~' ....L..-L-'-....... ....... Hl..LJ I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 6 I 2 0 I 8 8 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone ( 3 0 I ) 6 5 I - I 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



FREEDOM'S FRIEND LODGE 

YEAR: 1867 VOL: 73 PAGE: 278 
FROM: William Green PRICE: $350 
TO: Freemens' Friend Lodge, Grand United Order Odd Fellows 

T- c, to r 
-='f 639 

NOTES The officers of the lodge were Joseph Johnson, Noble Grand; Robert Bunn (? 
Noble Father; William Skinner, Vice Grand; Daniel Chaney, Secretary. The title 
of the lodge was Fremmans Friend Lodge Number 1024 of the Grand United Order of 
Odd Fellows. 
Begins at a stone at th~ East corner of a lot leased by R. C. Lane, agent for 
Samuel A. Harrison to J. A. D. (?) Hadd~way; run with said .•.. SW 120 feet; then 
SE 60 feet; then NE 120 feet to the beginning (!) 
Same lot leased by Samuel A. Harrison to John W. Dean for 99 years 1855, 66/323. 

YEAR: 1865 VOL: 72 PAGE: 87 
FROM: Elizabeth A. Dean PRICE: $350 
TO: William Green 
NOTES The same lot as above but deed contains the phrase "with improvements" 
before the usual statement of buildings, etc. 
Leased by Samuel A. Harrison to John W. Dean 1855, 66/323. 

YEAR: 1855 VOL: 66 PAGE: 323 
FROM: Samuel A. Harrison PRICE: Lease 
TO: John W. Dean 
NOTES First subdivision of this lot. "Part of "Canton Farm". Same description 
60 x 120. Begins at Haddaway. 
The lot was within the boundary of "Joseph's Lot" or "Stopper". Part of the land 
bought by Samuel Harrison from the other heirs of Joseph Harrison in 1802 
(29/354). Samuel left it to Alexander B. Harrison who in turn, passed it to his 
son Samuel Alexander Harrison. Joseph Harrison secured the property by a 
resurvey of "Stopper" which he called "Joseph's Lot" in 1745 
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