
T-680 
Aaron Dyott House 
st. Michaels 
private 

c. 1860 

Distinguished by a decorative turned post porch with sawn porch and 

eave brackets, the Aaron Dyott house stands on the south side of East 

Chestnut street near the st. Michaels harbor. This small three-bay frame 

house is also unusual with its two-story bay window that marks the west 

end of the main block. stretching to the rear is a two-part service wing. 

The interiors have been remodeled to some degree but retain some 

interesting mid to late nineteenth-century features including two winder 

stairs. 

Construction of at least part of the house is estimated to date from 

the mid nineteenth century when Aaron Dyott held title to the lot during 

the early 1850s. In 1854, Aaron Dyott sold the property for $500, a price 

that would indicate the lot was improved. The property remained in Dyott 

family hands until the early twentieth century. The front portion of the 

dwelling appears to have been added at a slightly later date, perhaps 

during the 1870s by James Dyott who purchased the property in 1872. 

Evidently the house achieved its full form by the publication of the 1877 

st. Michaels town map which designates a tee-shaped building on the lot. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic AARON DYOTT HOUSE 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 216 East Chestnut Street 

city, town St.Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

~·~object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x._ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-680 

Magi No. 2 I 0680 2504 

DOE ~yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name William and Carol Stout 

street & number 216 East Chestnut Street telephone no. : 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 21663 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 524 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 29 

city, town Easton state MD 2 I 6 0 I 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state _county __ local 

:pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
-4--QOOd 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ----X- altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
__x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T-680 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Located at 216 East Chestnut street, the Aaron Dyett house is two
story, three-bay frame dwelling that stands in the center of St. Michaels, 
Talbot County, Maryland. The frame structure faces north with the 
principal gable oriented on an east/west axis. 

Proabably built during the third quarter of the nineteenth century, 
the two-story, frame house is supported by a brick pier foundation and it 
is sheathed with a mixture of German siding and plain weatherboards. The 
medium pitched gable roofs are covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to 
the back of the main block are two sections which step down in elevation. 

The north (main) facade is an asymmetrical three-bay elevation with 
a side entrance and flanking four-over-four sash windows. The four-panel 
front door is framed by three-light sidelights and a divided light transom. 
The adjacent windows are framed by louvered shutters. stretching across 
the first floor is a well-preserved Victorian porch with turned posts, eave 
brackets, and a square baluster handrail. The second floor is marked by 
three unevenly spaced four-over-four sash windows also hung with louvered 
shutters. 

The west end of the main block is fully covered by a two-story bay 
window with four-over-four sash windows lighting each floor. Each window 
retains louvered shutters as well. The roof of the bay is on the same 
level as the main house. Rising against the east gable end is a narrow 
brick chimney finished with a corbelled cap. 

The south (rear) elevation is covered largely by the two-part service 
wing which steps down from a two-story elevation to a single story height. 
An interior end brick chimney rises through the two-story part. A 
combination of four-over-four and six-over-six sash windows light the rear 
wing, and a shed roofed pantry extends off the south side. 

The interior of the main block has been remodeled with the removal 
of the hall partition to consolidate the first floor into one large room. A 
mid nineteenth century Civil War era mantel is fixed to the east wall, and 
later built-in bookcases fill the wall spaces to each side. The stair rises 
partially enclosed behind the living room wall. The exposed part of the 
stair features a turned newel post, turned balusters, and a simple handrail. 
A board door permits access into the stair closet. A second stair is 
located in the kitchen behind a beaded board partition, and a beaded board 
and batten door opens into another stair closet. Fixed in the west 
exterior wall is a two-panel door. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-680 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _conservation _ law __ science 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

__ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gei\eral statement of history and 
support. 1 

Distinguished by a decorative turned post porch with sawn porch and 
eave brackets, the Aaron Dyott house stands on the south side of East 
Chestnut Street near the St. Michaels harbor. This small two-story, frame 
house is also unusual with its two-story bay window that marks the west 
end of the main block. Stretching to the rear is a two-part service wing. 
The interiors have been remodeled to some degree but retain interesting 
mid to late nineteenth-century features including two winder stairs. The 
house contributes to the period architectural character of East Chestnut 
Street. 

Construction of at least part of the house is estimated to date from 
the mid nineteenth century when Aaron Dyott. held title to the lot during 
the early 1850s. In 1854, Aaron Dyott. sold the property for $500, a price 
that would indicate the lot was improved. (65/431) The property remained 
in Dyett family hands until the early twentieth century. The front portion 
of the dwelling appears to have been added at a slighly later date, 
perhaps during the early 1870s. The house had achieved its full form by 
the publication of the 1877 St. Michaels town map which designates a tee
shaped building on the lot. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-680 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ_J I I I I I I I I I B w ,_I .._I _._! --. ......... I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ .__I _._I _._____ ........ __.! .._I .....__.. ___ _ 

E LU I I I ._I ~-----....... 
G LU I I I I ...... _.,_._....__ __ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 10/ 11/88 

street & number P · 0 · Box 5 telephone 301-651-1094 

city or town Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



AARON DYOTT HOUSE - 216 EAST CHESTNUT STREET T-680 

YEAR: 1978 VOL: 524 PAGE: 29 
FROM: James Artie Bowersox and Sharon Harrington Bowersox PRICE: $60,500 
TO: William A. Stout and Carol W. Stout 
NOTES Begins on S side of Chestnut Street at the former James Dyott lot, 58 feet 
from division of Dyott's lot and the lot formerly Annie Kemp;run E with Chestnut 
Street 32 feet to the NW corner of a lot formerly John D. Caulk; with Caulk S 
122 feet to an alley and the former Dr. John Miller's Addition; with the alley 
32 feet; then straight to the beginning; there is another parcel 8 feet wide 
on Chestnut Street by 122 feet deep included in the lot, making a total of 40 
feet front on Chestnut Street. NOTE: there is no indication in the deed--or 
earlier deeds-- as to which side of the lot the 8-foot strip is added! 
1978, 524/31 is a mortgage to Gibraltar Building & Loan Assn. 

Conveyed to Bowersox by White 1974, 48/484. 

YEAR: 1974 VOL: 488 PAGE: 484 
FROM: John P. White and Clarissa T. White PRICE: 
TO: James Artie Bowersox and Sharon Harrington Bowersox 
NOTES To White by Pfister 1967, 418/429. 

YEAR: 1967 VOL: 418 PAGE: 429 
FROM: Raymo V. Pfister and Marjorie E. Pfister PRICE: 
TO: John P. White and Clarissa T. White 
NOTES To Pfister by Hubbard 1962, 380/428. 

YEAR: 1962 VOL: 380 PAGE: 428 
FROM: Martin M. Hubbard and Ruth E. Hubbard PRICE: $5,700 
TO: Raymo V. Pfister and Marjorie E. Pfister 
NOTES Part of the property conveyed to Hubbard by Ringgold 1955, 323/387. 

YEAR: 1955 VOL: 323 PAGE: 387 
FROM: Roger R .• Ringgold and Emily L. Ringgold PRICE: 
TO: Martin M. Hubbard and Ruth E. Hubbard 
NOTES Two contiguous lots - 32' and 8 feet on Chestnut Street making a total 
of 40 feet frontage. The 32' lot is 122 feet deep while the 8 foot lot is only 
120 feet deep! 
Another parcel on the deed is a lot on Railroad Avenue. 
To Ringgold by Hubbard and Warner, Executors, 1954,315/477. 



AARON DYOTT HOUSE - 216 E. CHESTNUT ST. T-680 

YEAR: 1954 VOL: 315 PAGE: 477 
FROM: Martin M. Hubbard and James E. Warner, Extrs.* PRICE: $4,650 
TO: Roger R. Ringgold and Emily L. Ringgold 

PAGE TWO 

NOTES *Executors of the will of Harry P. Shannahan, dcd. (Will 1953, 28/291) 
To Martha Elizabeth Shannahan by Edward T. Miller 1930, 223/68. 

YEAR: 1930 VOL: 223 PAGE: 68 
FROM: Edward T. Miller (single) PRICE: 
TO: Martha Elizabeth Shannahan and Harry P. Shannahan 
NOTES Parcel 1 is the same conveyed to James A. Dyott by James Dyott 1878,85/132 
and part of that conveyed to James Dyott by John C. Dyott 1872, 78/201. 
The 8-foot strip is part of 1872, 78/201 and went James Dyott on death of his 
father James A. Dyott. 
Conveyed to Edward Miller by Shannahan in a title clearance: 
1930, 2223/66 Martha Elizabeth Shannahan and Harry P. Shannahan. Martha 
Elizabeth Shannahan was formerly Martha Elizabeth Dyott. 
Conveyed to Martha Elizabeth Dyott by M. Tilghman Johnston, atty. 1929, 220/238. 

YEAR: 1929 VOL: 220 PAGE: 238 
FROM: M. Tilghman Johnston, atty. PRICE: $1,100 
TO: Martha Elizabeth Dyott 
NOTES Sale made to Martha Elizabeth Dyott on foreclosure on a mortgage, James A. 
Dyott and Mary M. Dyott to Ernest Milton Dyott and Louise B. Dyott 1927, 
208/446. 
Is same lot conveyed to James A. Dyott by James and ELizabeth Dyott 1878, 
85/132 and part of that conveyed to James Dyott by John C. Dyott 1872, 78/201 
(apparently this is the 8-foot strip). 

YEAR: 1878 VOL: 85 PAGE: 132 
FROM: James Dyott and Elizabeth L. Dyott PRICE: $100 
TO: James A. Dyott 
NOTES Begins at a point on James Dyott's lot 58 feet from the division line of 
said Dyott's lot and Ann Kemp's lot; run E on Chestnut Street 32 feet to the 
NW corner of John D. Caulk ••• etc. 
This deed marks the beginning of the T-680 lot, the 32 feet being taken off of 
the 90 feet purchased by James Dyott from John C. Dyott in 1872 (78/201). 



AARON DYOTT HOUSE - 216 CHESTNUT STREET T-680 

YEAR: 1872 VOL: 78 PAGE: 201 
FROM: John C. Dyott, Elmira, New York PRICE: $600 
TO: James Dyott 

PAGE THREE 

NOTES Begins at the NW corner of the heirs of John D. Caulk; runs 120 feet to 
the boundary alley; W with the Alley 90 feet to Ann Kemp's lot; 120 feet with 
Kemp to Chestnut Street and 90 feet to the beginning. 
To John C. Dyott by Aaron Dyott 1854, 65/431 

YEAR: 1854 VOL: 65 PAGE: 431 
FROM: Aaron Dyott and Lavinia Dyott PRICE: $500 
TO: John C. Dyott (of Baltimore) 
NOTES Begins at the NE corner of this lot; run with John D. Caulk 120 feet to 
Boundary Alley; then 75 feet MORE OR LESS to William Kemp; 120 feet to Chestnut 
Street; then 75 feet to the beginning. Subject to a mortgage of $150 to Morris 
Colston and Joseph H. Harrison. 

No deed showing Aaron Dyott's purchase of the property has been found. That he 
bought the lot before 1850 may be inferred from a statement in deed 1850, 62/372 
Harrington & Benson to Aaron Dyott which applies to the adjacent lot (214 Chest
nut Street). This deed states that the lot is between "William T. Kemp and Aaron 
Dyott". 

Aaron Dyott probably bought this lot from Harrington & Benson. Dyott's heirs are 
named in an "Ejectment Suit" brought by John Dorgan's heirs in 1882 against the 
current (1882) owners of Chestnut Street lots which had been sold between 1848 
and 1854 by Harrington & Benson. 

In 1848, (61/451) ~::n Harrington and James Benson bought 50 acres of land 
from the heirs of 1-h' Dorgan, Jr., then living in Baltimore. Although the deed 
gives as its first course the back of the lots on the south side of Chestnut 
Street, Harrington and Benson began selling these lots -- which they did not own. 
No other deed from the Dorgans to Harrington and Benson has been found and there 
is no reference to any other. 

The "Ejectment Suit" probably never was tried. No record of it has been found 
and there is no break in any of the titles to the lots in question. Denny Williams 
filed a suit against the Dorgans for "false ejectment" but no record of the 
outcome -- if any -- was found. 

John Dorgan, Jr. bought the land from his father in 1829 (48/296). 

John Dorgan, Sr. acquired the property from the heirs of Thomas Sherwood as the 
result of a decision of the Chancery Court in 1812. (1812, 36/291 and 1813,36/288) 



AARON DYOTT HOUSE - 216 E. CHESTNUT STREET T-680 PAGE FOUR 

The following deeds take the land back to the auction of.Philip Wetheral 1s 
real estate in 1778: 

William Harrison to Thomas Sherwood 1785, 23/115 

James Wignal to William Harrison 1786, 23/116 

John Thompson to James Wignal 1784, 21/413 

James Braddock to John Thompson Will 1782 

Thomas Kemp and Robert Richardson (estate of Philip Wetheral) 
to James Braddock 1778, 21/66 

The lot is close to the edge of "The Beach" patented to John Hollingsworth 
in 1665. 
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placed ou tho docket of the Circuit 
Cou1·t ou Saturday, by Obarles H. Gib
son, E)/q., attorney for the heirs of J oho 
Dorgan, Sr. 

The property in dispute is situated on 
the south siu~ of East Chestnut street, 
St. Micbn('ls, aud the tennnts in posses
sion nre Denny Williams, Charlotte L. 
Jump, Charles W. Willey, John II. 
W"les, James Dyott, James A. Dyott, 
Oliver Caulk, Charles Caulk and George 
Oaulk. Tbe property consists of six 
lots und improvements, and is worth 
probably $5,000. Tho prosent ooou 
pants claim them by right of paper 
titles, and adverse possession. The 
cases prcs~nt some interesting features, 
and nice points of law. They will be 
tried in November. E'aytiltl:) Gibson, 
E~q .. appears for tho ddenuands in 
twn1ty·ouu of the cnses, and Ex-Gov. 
Thomas in tlll'ee. 

John Dorgno died intcslato about 
1830 Aeiz .... d and posst'SHt~cl, H is alleged, 
of the property. which has never been 
O<>OVt!Yt!d away by his heirs. He left 
four cbildren,-a son and three daught· 
ers. The son ditd and Ien three heirs, 
Theo. Dorgan, who is now in tbe stove 
business in Baltimore, and two others 
who al!io live in Baltimore. One of the 
daughters. manie<l Mark Sewell, and 
left heirs. Aaother married the father 
of 0. P. Spark~, Esq., and nnother 
married .Tao. D. Caulk, and left a num 
ber of heirs. If the PjectmAut suits are 
Ruetained, the propc:rt.y will go to these 
heirR. 
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:CILA.IL'S BUSINl:SS U!'DD'CIS, 
'.X>D80l'f, Deakr 111 Dno,., Medicina, a.-. 
s, fiD< Toilet Soop. Fuq H.U ud T-ir. 
.i.a, Pcri.amcry aad Fucy Toilet Articles, 
..ea, si.o..lda-Bracea, Gruo .. d Ga<lea S«da
c Wioa &JM! Uqaon for Mediciul pvpooa, 
ob, Oils, Y arois~ ud Ore Sbo6, Letter Paper, 
... lll!'t Enftlop<S, (;~hay;~ Oil, 
1'f",Oimocys.6c.·ftpldw' PICIC'lJI- an
r <:ompoandcd. 
K..t.DDAWAT, Im..._ A,- -i. C-. 
'«Ilea'. 
f W. DBA1', Colleaor a1a.q., ~ bta• 
<tttandCoa~. 
:8 DTOrT, Catpaater, ~- Bllilcler, 
op al St. MicbM:l's. 
:llD H. HAKBL!l'l'Olf, Carpaiter ud B,.ji
y•••l':l.\op al St. Michael's. 

-• 11'1'801'1', Real btalio Aplt &JM! Oil· 
.:Jaimo. 

8.- ... 1ur::11, Julli"' of !be p..... oad Collector. 
ltMITHXA!f, Boot 1114 Sboemaker. F"int 

"' work done oa sbo<t llOti«. llepairiac 
,...pt1y ud ocatly do11e. 
f S .. HAXBLETOllf, Prnpridao- of •ff,,_ 
~on '1 M ecb.,,icaJ Sbop.'' Bt.dc.aithiac, Wlled
i(btinf, &11d all work a~ thereto. In

.a.to Machmcry cuef .. Uy ~ Farmiac 
~t'1emmll oa hand, and -.ic lo onler al 1liort 
••cc. Carriace Repairinc, Trimmiac IUld Paintiac 
Specially. 
WILLIAM CAULJC, Physician aacl Saryeon. 
1 LME8 8ETK, Pby8dac &JM! Surp>t>. Oftice 
'Id Residence .,..,. St. Michael'&. 
I.I.AM 8, BAIUU801f, Blacbmith aad 
:"C"I' Maker. R.epairiac ~p«IJ ud ~ 
-· Shop ia B-4 Clftk Neck, 

;. lfll.A VITT a CO., Dedon la Dry Good&. 
::!d°&m~~ .a-, Slioea, "°" Slarc ia 
:Jf T. BAJUUKGTOllf, Prapriet« of ••Wil. 
•- Ho-," Newl7 funUsMd ud 6tted. Table 

. .areMly catered for. All 1be lu1lriea of the -
- Ample Stable A hb-, 0wp 
....ta-ate. 

ZJlllL z. JOL~. c.m..,. Mali;cr aad Dealer 
.n all l<ind. of Wapns. 
J:a.GJI W. COLLI1'"8, 'l'llmu. Worker la Tia, 
Slo-eet I-. 6c. Abo Dealer ia SloTca ud Tia, 
....i Sbm ltOR wlt'C of ettry <leacriptioa. 

ll. BL.ADii&, Cari>eater, c:-ncto<, and Builder. 
rrnoa1 u.U., wor1: i• thil liac will do well to -
b!m Mfore ~tradi"lf. 
UIPH BERGER8BmMJ!IB, Ship &ildcr. 
lt~iring o( all kinda promptly and neatly dooe. 

IVER FAIRBAlt"Jr::, Boot aod Shoemaker. la 
1kilful ia bit profcsion. ThoK .,,..,tin& int clua 
wo<k done will do well to ptir<>IU1e llilll. 

.JtJU80l'I' A RICHARD80l'f, Caniace Ma· 
k.,... All work warranlcd. llcpair'.ng p-omptly 
artd ne'*t1y done. 
1. BOLLAND, Bulcbcr And Dain ill Fr<sh 
!'>!eats of all kinda. Shop - Talbot SITect. 

.PT. C.R. LEOl'fARD, Frapero( Gnla o(all 
kiods to any point~ 

10~..Ao!\.BLADES_._or E. Dula la Dry Good.I, ,1 ., 1 ;;, .,roceri.,. uean. Tob.cc:o, a:e. VJ/,;' I ~ f'1 
-~L 3: HARRl80R, Dulu ill Gtocerl.., 11 'l'~•lfi 

Con ..... ,. .. onttin &c. \ 1 i\1~ J\1 1 

8. J::ILKON, Carrl•ec Mak.- and Deal.,. ia Car- tj11 1~· ,;. ;;i 
ri.tccs, Warom, l:c. R~promptly and natl1 1:! ,1l:

1
:,• 

.!oat. 1'/I· •,1
1
' 

.&. DOD801f Pbysiciaa aa4 s..ro-. ~:-l/; , '.Ii 

~,;~:;~~:: uli::~ 

S:": MICHAELS DIST. TALBOT CO. 
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T-680 
AARON DYOTT HOUSE 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, MD 
Northwest elevation 
6/88, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 
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