
T-681 
George W. Lambdin House 
st. Michaels 
private 

c. 1860 and later 

An analysis of the chain-of-title for this corner lot does indicate 

who may have started construction of this corner house. John G. Leonard 

leased the lot in 1858 and he may have erected part of the house with 

money secured through a mortgage from James and Louisa Seth, who sold 

him the property. John G. Leonard, however, did not remain in St. 

Michaels long afterwards, for it is documented by Leonard family 

descendants that he left for Baltimore around 1860. James and Louisa 

Seth sold the 75' by 55' lot in 1867 to George W. Lambdin for $600, a 

sum that would suggest the corner lot had been improved. Although 

George Lambdin died n 1890, the property remained in family hands until 

1908. 

Marking the principal intersection of Mulberry and Water streets in 

the center of st. Michaels, the house has been reoriented to face Water 

street instead of Mulberry street. Although the house has been covered 

with a layer of vinyl siding, the character of the nineteenth-century 

structure remains essentially intact with Tuscan columned porches and a 

bay window adding interest to the plain two-story elevations. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic GEORGE W. LAMBDIN HOUSE 

and/or common CAMPBELL HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 400 Water Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
_x__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

Ownership 
_public 
_x__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_K_not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ UfJ.OCCUpied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-681 

Magi No. 2 I 0 6 8 1 2 5 0 4 

DOE ~yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
-X- private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Katherine Campbell 

street & number 4 0 0 W a t e r S t r e e t telephone no.: 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 2 16 6 3 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 3 04 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 98 

city, town Easton state MD 2 I 6 0 I 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state __ county __ local 

·pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No . T - 6 8 I 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The George W. Lambdin house is located at the corner of Mulberry 
and Water Streets. Although the house was built initially to face 
Mulberry street the current front has been reoriented with 400 Water 
street as its address. The original front of the house faces north with 
the gable roof oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built in several stages, the two-story, two-bay frame house is 
supported by a minimal brick foundation and is sheathed with a layer of 
vinyl siding. The steeply pitched asphalt shingle roof has boxed cornices 
and extended eaves. Attached to the back of the main house is a two
story, three-bay dining room and kitchen wing, and to the west a two
story, two-bay wing was added during the early twentieth century. 

The north (main) elevation facing Mulberry street is a two-bay 
elevation with a side entrance and a flanking tripartite window. The 
partially glazed front door is sheltered by a hip roof hood supported on 
stick brackets. The adjacent window is fitted with louvered shutters. 
Lighting the second floor are two single-pane sash windows that has have 
louvered sh utters. 

The west gable end of the front block is a plain wall of vinyl siding 
aside from a small vent in the uppermost section of the gable. The east 
gable end, however is pierced by single-pane sash windows to each side of 
an interior end brick chimney. stretching across the first floor of the 
main block as well as the rear service wing is a Tuscan columned hip roof 
porch with a rectangular baluster handrail. 

The south side of the front block is fully covered by the two-story 
rear service wing which is also lighted by single-pane sash windows. Two 
partially glazed doors pierce a recessed wall on the east side and provide 
access from the Water street porch. Rising through the center of the 
service wing is another brick stack. Each of the windows is flanked by 
louvered sh utters. 

Attached to the west side of the service wing is a two-story, two-
ba y wing that follows along the same lines as the rest of the house with 
single-pane sash windows flanked by louvered shutters. A smaller Tuscan 
columned porch fills the corner on the Mulberry street elevation and 
shelters a side entrance. Fixed on the west gable end is a single-story 
bay window on the first floor and a paired single-pane sash window lights 
the second floor. Rising through the east end of the wing is another 
interior brick stack. 

The interiors have been generally remodeled but several mid 
nineteenth-century features survive. A chamfered newel post and 
rectangular balusters support a circular profile handrail. The partition 
has been removed between the stair hall and the parlor and an archway 
separates the parlor from the dining room. Mid nineteenth-century mantels 
survive in the parlor and dining room along with four-panel doors. The 
kitchen is fitted with beaded board wainscoting. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-681 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_140G-1499 
~- 150G-1599 

- 160(}-1699 
_ 170G-1799 
_x..._ 1 SOG-1899 
_190(}-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Cx;iteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B x C 

A B C 

national 

D 

D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geAeral statement of history and 
support. \ 

The George W. Lambdin house marks the principal intersection of 
Mulberry and Water streets in the center of the st. Michaels historic 
district. The house was initially erected to face Mulberry street but in 
more recent years the principal elevation and address have been reoriented 
to Water street. Although the house has been covered with a layer of 
vinyl siding, the charac.ter of the nineteenth-century structure remains 
essentially intact with Tuscan columned porches and a bay window to add 
interest to the plain two-story elevations. The house contributes to the 
historic nature bf Mulberry and Water streets. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

An analysis of the chain-of-title for this corner lot does not clearly 
indicate who may have started construction of this house. John G. 
Leonard leased the lot in 1858 and may have erected part of the house 
with money secured through a mortgage from James and Louisa Seth, who 
sold him the property. ( 68/122) John G. Leonard, however, did not stay in 
st. Michaels long, for it is documented by Leonard family descendants that 
he left for Baltimore around 1860. James and Louisa Seth sold the 75' 
by 55' lot in 1867 to George W. Lambdin for $600, a sum that would 
suggest the corner lot had been improved. ( 74/243) Although George 
Lambdin died in 1890, the property remained in family hands until 
1908. (Chancery record, 28/46) Since 1908 the property has been held by 
over a half-dozen owners. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-68 I 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

AL.i.J I I 1 I I I I I I B w .__I ..__I ...._! ._................,! I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I_.__._ _____ ! .._I......_._._ .......... ..-... oLiJ ~I ~l-'--'-......... 1 ~I .1-J-...l---&....i.....I~ 
E LLJ I I ~' ....._...__._ __ F LU I I ...... 1 .......__.___.__a....i-........ 

aLi.J I II ...... ....,__.._._ ................ H LU I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 9/8/88 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 301-651-1094 

city or town 
Westover state MD 2 18 7 I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



400 WATER STREET T-681 

YEAR: 1953 VOL: 304 PAGE: 98 
FROM: Paul H •• Fox and Mary G. Fox PRICE: 
TO: Curtis L. Garrett and Annie E. Garrett 
NOTES Begins at the SW corner of Mulberry and Water Streets; run with Mulberry 
W 73 feet to George Wales (formerly Elmer Warner); with Wales SE 55 feet to 
Noble P. Seymour (formerly James M. Seth); with Seymour generally E 73 feet to 
Water Street; with Water Street N 55 feet to the beginning. 
Conveyed to Fox by Powell 1946, 268/219. 

YEAR: 1946 VOL: 268 PAGE: 219 
FROM: Mary B.Powell and J. Osborne Powell PRICE: 
TO: Paul H. Fox and Mary G. Fox 
NOTES Same description except "Elmer Warner"becomes"John T. Harrison". 
Conveyed to Powell by DeVenish 1941, 250/405. 

YEAR: 1941 VOL: 250 PAGE: 405 
FROM: Oliver W. DeVenish and Edith D. DeVenish PRICE: 
TO: J. Osborne Powell and Mary B. Powell 
NOTES Same description. 
Conveyed to DeVenish by Powell 1938, 242/1. 

YEAR: 1938 VOL: 242 PAGE: 1 
FROM: Elizabeth J •. Powell PRICE: $1800 
TO: Oliver W. DeVensih and Edith D. D. Venishh 
NOTES Same description, but the 75 feet on Mulberry goes to Lewis Comegys. 
Also mentions a 2 foot wide strip on west side of the lot conveyed off by 
George W. Lambdin to J. T. Harrison 1890, 112/485. 
Conveyed to Powell by Plummer 1935, 235/372. 

YEAR: 1935 VOL: 235 PAGE: 372 
FROM: Hattie F. Plummer PRICE: 
TO: Elizabeth J. Powell 
NOTES Same as 242/1. 
Conveyed to Plummer by Covington, trustee by Chancery 667. 

YEAR: 1908 VOL: 152 PAGE: 191 
FROM: J. Harry Covington PRICE: $675 
TO: Hattie F. Plummer 
NOTES By a 1908 decree of the Circuit Court Covington is authorized to sell the 
real estate of George Lambdin. Lot is 75' on Mulberry to Louis Comegys x 55'; 
the 2-foot strip (1890, 112/485) is excepted. 
Conveyed to George W. Lambdin by James M. Seth 1868, 74/243. 



400 WATER STREET T-681 PAGE TWO 

YEAR: 1908 VOL: 28 PAGE: 46 (Chancery) 
FROM: PRICE: 
TO: 
NOTES Case concerns Mary E. Lambdin vs 15 or more heirs of George W. Lambdin 
who died in 1890. The lot was conveyed to George W. Lambdin by James Seth by 
1867, 74/243. George left a widow, Sarah H. Lambdin in Baltimore. Mary E. is 
her daughter. In 1854, George married Cornelia Bayard. They had one child -
whereabouts unknown. 

YEAR: 1867 VOL: 74 PAGE: 243 
FROM: James M. Seth and Louisa Seth PRICE: $600 
TO: George W. Lambdin 
NOTES The dimensions of the lot are 75' x 55'. 

YEAR: 1858 VOL: 68 PAGE: 124 (mortgage) 
FROM: John G. Leonard PRICE: 
TO: James M. Seth 
NOTES This is a mortgage for two promisory notes of $150 each. The security is 
John Leonard's lease for 99 years made on 1858, 68/122. He must also pay the 
insurance premiums on property insurance for $600 with a Cecil County insurance 
company. 

YEAR: 1858 VOL: 68 PAGE: 122 
FROM: James M. Seth PRICE: lease 
TO: John G. Leonard 
NOTES All that lot on the corner of Mulberry and Water Streets, 75 feet on 
Mulberry Street from the corner to the lot of James Sewell and 54 feet on Water 
Street from the corner to an ally 6 feet wide on the north end of the house 
formerly occupied by Benjamin H. Blades and now occupied by Francis Lambdin; and 
with the ally, parallel with Mulberry Street, to Sewell's lot. 
Lease is for 99 years with Leonard getting the option to buy the property for 
$200. 
According to Bernice Leonard, John G. Leonard left St. Michaels for Baltimore 
around 1860. 

YEAR: 1849 VOL: 62 PAGE: 249 
FROM: Robert L. Seth PRICE: $300* 
TO: James M. Seth 
NOTES *The sale was for lots 48, 49, 50. This lot is most of lot 50. 
Conveyed to Robert L. Seth by Sarah Seth 1846, 60/103. 



400 WATER STREET T-681 

YEAR: 1846 VOL: 60 PAGE: 103 
FROM: Sarah Seth, widow PRICE: L&A+$100 
TO: Robert L. Seth 
NOTES Deed is for lots 48, 4~, 50. This is lot 50. 

PAGE THREE 

There follows a break in the chain for lot 50 back to 1809. No record was 
found of Sarah Seth acquiring lot 50. She was the daughter of Daniel Lambdin, 
which provides an explanation for lots 48 and 49 - but not 50. 

The land records show William Merchant as the last owner of Jlot 50, but nothing 
bas been found to indicate how they were disposed-of . William Merchant died 
about 1819 and John Dorgan was appointed trustee to dispose of his real estate. 
He sold lot 17 (Canonball House) to Sam Tenant and lot 16 to Merchant's widow. 
Merchant had been the owner of lots 48, 49, and 50 and perhaps they are the 
three lots mentioned in the advertisement below. If so, no reord has been found 
to show bow they were disposed-of. 

YEAR: 1809 VOL: 33 PAGE : 190 
FROM: Jacob Gibson PRICE: $800 
TO : William Merchant 
NOTES Made 18 April 1809. This is a mortgage which is secured by lots 48, 49, 
and 50 . No record has been found of Gibson's purchase of the lots - or of the 
mortgage being satisfied . Perhaps this mortgage is Gibson's purchase but there 
is· no record of his selling the lots . At any rate, Gibson was apparently a much 
wealthier man than Merchant and Gibson owing Merchant does not make much sense. 
According to the following deed, William Merchant was the owner of lot #50. 

YEAR: 1809 VOL: 33 PAGE: 192 
FROM: Perry Spencer PRICE: $32 
TO: William Merchant 
NOTES The deed was made March 4, 1809 . It is for lot 150 . 



400 WATER STREET 

YEAR: 1783 VOL: 21 PAGE: 369 
FROM: John Thompson PRICE: p25 sp 
TO: Perry Spencer,"Shipwright" 

T-681 PAGE FOUR 

NOTES The deed is for lots 50 and 51 (the "Warehouse Lot" across Water Street). 
The sale here of lot 50 is the only one of James Braddock's unsold lots sold by 
Thompson after his inheritance from Braddock before the arrival of James Wignal 
in 1784. (Thompson had bought lot 51 from Braddock in 1782) 

The land was on the line between "The Beach" and "Jane's Progress" (probably 
"Jane's Progress") and was included in the purchase by James Braddock of the 
real estate of Philip Wetheral (1778, 21/66) 



:Clli.EL'S :SUSINISS Ul'DINCIS, 
:>OD SON, Dealer io Dnar. Medicioa, Cbaa
.. Fin< Toilet Soap. F&DC]' Hair &Dd T-io 
sh.s. Perliuncry &Dd Fancy Toilet Articles, 
. ....,., Sboulder-Braca, G ..... and Gardea Seeds. 
• Wines and Liqaon (ex Medicinal parposa, 
ni., Oils, 'Varnish~ and ~e Stdl, Letter Paper, 
u, ln!'t Ennlopes, GI- Patty; Cart>oo Oil, 
Dpl, CbUD.D~ &:c. Pbysicius' Pracriptiom can-
1 Compounded. 
.ELA.DD.AW .AT, Insurance A,.,m aocl C..... 
'l&nCU. 

i W, 'DBA1', Collector of~ Real Ella!• 
ent and Coa-.eyancer. 
:s DTO!'T, Ct.rpenter, ~and B..Uder, 
op 11 St. Michiel'1. 
:DD H. H.AlllBLB'l'Ol'f, Carpenter and Bai1-
. Shop II SL Michael'&. 

JS Br"ON, Real 'Eatalie Accot and ~· 
tor of. ~ 
SPA• , Juoti .. of !he J>.- Nld Collector, 
8MITHX.AN, Boot aocl Sboenuiker. Flnt 

as work done on short 1'Cltice. Rep&iria1 
xnptly and a .. tly done. 
f S .. H.AKBLET01', Pm!>rietor ol "u .... 
·ton'& Mechanical Shop." Bladcsmithlnc, Wheel· 
igbtinr, and .it work a~ thereto. lo

.cat• Macbinay c:an:fa1l7 repaired. Farminc 
"l'lemeats on bUd., and made ID order al abort 
">t1ce. CanUee Rep&irini, Trimmiq and Paiotiac 
Specially. 
WILLIAM C.Al1Llt, Miysiciaa and Sarpn. 
1.AMES SETH, Physician &Dd S"'J"On. Office 
-.d Residence near St. Michad'&. 
LI.AM S, BAJlRIS01', Blacbmith and 
:ag011 Maker. Repairiac .,..,...ptlr and a"'U7 
me. Shop in B-4 Cteek Neck. 

:. lUIA VITT A: CO., Dealcn io n.,. Cloodl, 
::!d"d.~..;:. Boots, Slooel, .\c. . Store io 

'l'f T. H.ARRmGTOK, Proprietor of "W"d. • 
..,.. Hoase," Newly furailbed and fitted. Table 
..rc(ully at<red for. All the luuries or the .... 

.:1a. Ample Stable >. od•bou. Chairs 
'>K>deratc. 
:YillL l. JtILMAlf, Caniase Mucr aad Dealer 
"' all kinds of Waeom. 
JRG!J W. COLLINS, Tinner. Worker in Tin, 
:illeet lroa, &:c. Abo Dealer ia 51.,. .. aod Tin, 
•nd Sb«! lto11 ware of enry description. 

!!• BLADES, Cariic11ter, Cootnctor, and Builder. 
Per&ODs barinc worlc ia tbi1 liae will do well to aee 
bim b<fore cootracting. 
UIPB HEROERSHmKBa, Ship Builder. 
Repairing or all kind& promptly and neatly done. 
IVER F.AIRB.Alflt, Boot and Shoemaker. h 
oltilrut in his profellion. 'Thole wantins fint cl ... 
work done !rill do well to po.troniie him • 

• R!lISON ac BICH.A.RD801", Carriage Ma· 
r.en. All work warranted. Repairinc pomptly 
and neatly done. 
1. BOLL.AND, Butcher ud Dealer i11 Fresh 
J.leats of all kinds. Shop Oii Talbot SlteeL 
PT. C.R. LEON.ARD, l'fl!ishteroCGrain oCall 
kinds to any point. 

:OMAS BL.ADEf!.t. Of E. Dealer In Dry Goods, 
;;ot.ioos~o. Ugan, Tobacco, l:c. 

Jl'EMF !ARRISON, Dealer in Groceries, 
Confec, ."I &.c. 

8. JtILl>u/.ff, Carrl•&e Maker aod Dealer ia Car
riaces, Waroos, .Ike. Rep&irias !"'*ptl7 and neatly 
done. 
.L DODSO!fPb7sic\an and S.eron-

T-~8'1 

ST J)1lICHAEI~S 
s:r: MICHAELS OIST. TALBOT CO. 
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T-681 
GEORGE W. LAMBDIN HOUSE 
St. Michaels, MD Quadrangle 
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T-681 
GEORGE W. LAMBDIN HOUSE 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, MD 
Northeast elvation 
6/ 88, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 





T-681 
GEORGE W. LAMBDIN ROUSE 
St.Michaels, Talbot County, MD 
Northwest elevation 
6/88, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 


