
T-682 
Young House 
st. Michaels 
private 

c. 1860 

Although the core structure of the Young house dates to the mid 

nineteenth century, the building was heavily reworked during the 1940s and 

appears more like a twentieth-century bungalow. A full shed dormer was 

added across the the front along with a screened-in porch. Attached to 

the back of the frame structure was a dining room and kitchen wing. 

Despite the alterations, the house contributes to the historic nature of 

Water street. 

From the chain-of-title is appears James M. Seth erected this 

modest frame house as a rental property after his purchase of Lots 48, 49, 

and 50 in 1849. The Water street lot was not sold again until 1915 when 

the property entered the Circuit Court of Talbot County for estate 

settlement. A structure appears at this location on the 1877 St. Michaels 

town map. The significant alterations on the house were accomplished 

after 1941 when Noble P. and Henrietta Estelle Seymour acquired the 

property. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common YOUNG HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 402 Water Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
__x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

~-----_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
_K_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
___x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-682 

Magi No. 2106822504 

DOE ~yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
__ park 
--*- private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. and Mrs. Roy Young 

street & number 402 Water Street telephone no.: 

·city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 2 16 6 3 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 251 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 266 

city, town Easton state Md 21601 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state __ county __ local 

apository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
2-good 
__ fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

C!'eck one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T-682 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Young house stands at 402 Water street in the center of St. 
Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The story-and-a-hall frame house 
faces east with the main gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built during the third quarter of the nineteenth century, the wood 
shingled frame structure rests on a raised common bond brick foundation, 
and it is sheathed with an asphalt shingle roof. During the 1940s the 
original house was extensively reworked with a full shed dormer across the 
front and a long shed roofed service wing extends to the rear. 

The east (main) facade is fully covered by a shed roofed screened in 
porch. Within the porch a center, partially glazed front door is flanked 
by paired six-over-two sash windows. The front door surround carries a 
beaded edge. Above the porch, the shed dormer is pierced by a series of 
seven six-over-six sash windows. Exposed above the windows is a row 
decorated rafter ends. 

The gable ends are relatively plain with six-over-two sash windows 
lighting the first and second floors on the north end. Two-pane windows 
pierce the brick foundation wall. Lighting the second floor on the south 
wall is a single-pane sash window. The eaves to both ends are slightly 
extended. 

The west (rear) wall of the main house is largely covered by a 
dining room and kitchen wing that extends farther westward with a single­
story addition. 

The interiors have been generally reworked with the removal of 
most nineteenth-century finishes. Upstairs a mid nineteenth-century 
partition with a four-panel door divides the second floor into two rooms. 
A two-panel door is found on the first floor left of the brick hearth. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-682 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
,~ - 1500-1599 

__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _conservation _ law -- science 
__ agriculture _economics _ literature - sculpture 

_ 1600-1699 
-X2- 1700-1799 

_K..._ architecture _ education _ military - social/ 
__ art _engineering _music humanitarian 

--*-- 1800-1899 __ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_1900- __ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B xc D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state Xlocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gen,~ral statement of history and 
\ support. 

/.-~."" 

Although the core structure of the Young house dates to the mid 
nineteenth century, the building was heavily reworked during the 1940s as 
a bungalow style dwelling. A full shed dormer was added across the front 
along with a screened-in porch, and to the rear a dining room and kitchen 
was attached. Nevertheless, the house contributes to the architectural 
character of Water Street as a reworked nineteenth-century house in 
bungalow style taste. 

From the ct:hain-of-title it appears James M. Seth erected this 
modest frame house as a rental property after his purchase of Lots 48, 49, 
and 50 in 1849. (62/249) The Water Street lot was not sold again until 
1915 when the property entered the Circuit Court of Talbot County for 
settlement. A structure appears at this location on the 1877 St. Michaels 
town map. The significant alterations on the house were accomplished 
after 1941 when Noble P. and Henrietta Estelle Seymour acquired the 
property.(251/266) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-682 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I B w .__I ..__I ...._! ___.._....__,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl.i_J ~I~-----~' !.___.__~------~ oLiJ .__I ~l..._ ......... _I .__I~...__......_._ 
E LL.I I I !.___.__..___. ___ ............... F LL.J I I I l~ ............ ~.i.....i.-
G LJ_J I I .__I ...,__.___._._.. ..... H LLJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 9 I 8 I 8 8 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 3 0 I - 6 5 I - I 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 2 18 7 I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



402 WATER STREET T-682 

YEAR: 1941 VOL: 251 PAGE: 266 
FROM: Workingmen's Building & Loan Assn of St. Michaels PRICE: 
TO: Noble P. Seymour and Henrietta Estelle Seymour 
NOTES On West side of Water Street; 46 1/2 feet on street; back 81 feet; 
adjoining Hattie F. Plummer on North, Josephine L. Fairbank on South. 
Conveyed to the Workingmen's Building & Loan Assn. by John H. Caldwell 
1936, 236/458. 

YEAR: 1936 VOL: 236 PAGE: 458 
FROM: John H. Caldwell and Florence M. Caldwell PRICE: 
TO: Workingmen's Building & Loan Assn. of St. Michaels 
NOTES Same description. 
Conveyed to Caldwell by Robert D. Lambdin 1927, 212/228. 

YEAR: 1927 VOL: 212 PAGE: 228 
FROM: Robert D. Lambdin PRICE: 
TO: John Herbert Caldwell and Florence Marie Caldwell 
NOTES Same description. 
Conveyed to Lambdin by Plummer 1919, 182/331. 

YEAR: 1919 VOL: 182 PAGE: 331 
FROM: Hattie F. Plummer PRI_CE: 
TO: Robert D. Lambdin -
NOTES Lot still 46 1/2 feet on Water Street by 81 feet back; adjoining land 
of the grantor on North and Josephine L. Fairbank on South. 
Conveyed to Plummer by T. Hughlett Henry, trustee 1915, 171/437. 

YEAR: 1915 VOL: 171 PAGE: 437 
FROM: T. Hughlett Henry, Trustee PRICE: $555 
TO: Hattie F. Plummer 
NOTES Sold by Circuit Court decree 1 July 1915: Mary S. Anderson and others 
vs Aristides S. Goldsborough for the children of Susan E. Bryan. 
Part of the land conveyed to James M. Seth by Robert L. Seth 1849, 62/249. 
By Will of James M. Seth (prob. 1868) All rent' and residue of real estate was to 
go to his daughters, Mary F. Lowe and Sallie S. Covey. After their decease to go 
to their children. Susan E. Bryan was daughter of Sallie S. Covey. James P. 
Bryan and Susan E. Bryan became bankrupt and attempted to save her property by 
creating a trust for their children. This was contested in court ••• and the 
Bryans lost ••• hence the sale. 
The land here conveyed is 41 1/2 by 81 feet. In 1867 (73/435) James M. Seth had 
sold 79 feet on the South side of lots 48, 49, and 50 to Joshua M. Fairbank 
(T-617) and 55 feet off the North end to George M. Lambdin (1867, 74/243). Seth 
originally owned 180 feet in -the three lots; thus, the lot occupied by T-682 
would have been 46 feet since 1867, leaving 4.5 feet unaccounted-for. 



402 WATER STREET 

YEAR: 1849 VOL: 62 PAGE: 249 
FROM: Robert L. Seth PRICE: $300 
TO: James M. Seth 

T-682 

NOTES Lots 48, 49, 50 adjoining a lot held by the M. E. Church. 
Conveyed to Robert Seth by Sarah Seth 1846, 60/103. 

YEAR: 1846 VOL: 60 PAGE: 103 
FROM: Sarah Seth, widow PRICE: * 
TO: Robert L. Seth 
NOTES *The consideration was L & A plus $100. Lots 48, 49, and 50. 
Have not found proof of transfer of this property to Sarah Seth. 

PAGE TWO 

Sarah Seth was the daughter of Daniel Lambdin. His will leaves his real estate 
to his daughters, Sarah Seth and Anne Winchester. 
This lot is mainly number 49 of Braddock's original Town. It was conveyed to 
Daniel Lambdin by James Braddock 1778, 21/93. 

YEAR: 1778 VOL: 21 PAGE: 93 
FROM: James Braddock PRICE: p40 cm 
TO: Daniel Lambdin, "son of Elizabeth Lambdin, widow" 
NOTES The original lot was 60 by 100 feet and was lot number 49 on the town 
plat. It was on the line between "Janes Progress" and "The Beach" -- probably 
"Janes Progress". 
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ST. MICHAELS DIST. TALBOT CO. 
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T-682 
YOUNG HOUSE 
St . Michaels, Talbot County, MD 
Northeast elevation 
6/88, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 


