
T-683 
Oliver M. Caulk House 
st. Michaels 
private 

c. 1870 

The Oliver M. Caulk house stands at the end of East Chestnut 

street and is the last house in a continuous row of nineteenth-century 

dwellings that line the south side of the street. The two-story, five-bay 

center hall house has been vacant for many years and just recently, it has 

been reworked to modern living standards. The basic nineteenth-century 

character of the exterior has been maintained. A Tuscan columned front 

porch was the most significant alteration to the East Chestnut street 

elevation. With its five-bay facade the Oliver M. Caulk house contrasts 

with its closest neighbors and adds interest and diversity to the street. 

It is not certain when this house was erected since the property 

was mired in a complicated ejectment suit in Talbot County circuit court 

during the 1880s, and earlier transfers to specfic lots on the south side of 

East Chestnut street are missing. John D. Caulk is thought to have owned 

this lot during the early 1850s but no deed confirming his purchase of the 

lot has been found. He died in 1855. After the circuit court settled the 

controversy, the heirs of John D. Caulk sold the lot to Oliver M. Caulk in 

1887 for $300, a transfer price that would suggest improvments were 

included on the property. Oliver M. Caulk retained title to the house and 

lot until his death, and the property was then sold by his trustees to 

Howard K. Wright, who maintained ownership until 1962. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic OLIVER M. CAULK HOUSE 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 218 East Chestnut Street 

city, town St. Michaels _vicinity of 

state Maryland county 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district-
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

r'-"-

Ownership 
__ public 
----*- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__:_not applicable 

Status 
-X- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T - 6 8 3 

Magi No • 2 I 0 6 8 3 2 5 0 4 

DOE ~yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name 

street & number telephpn~ ~o ., :_, 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 506 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 164 

city, town Easton state MD 21601 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
~fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins x altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T-683 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Oliver M. Caulk house is located at 218 East Chestnut street 
in the center of st. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The two-story, 
five-bay frame house faces north with the principal gable oriented on an 
east/west axis. 

Built around 1875, this two-story, center hall frame house is 
supported by a new brick foundation, and it is sheathed with a layer of 
German siding. The steeply pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 
Extending to the south is a recent two-story addition. 

The north (main) facade is a symmetrical five-bay elevation with a 
center entrance and flanking two-over-two sash windows. The heavily 
molded four-panel front door is framed by three-light sidelights and a 
three-light transom. Sheltering the entire front of the house is a single­
story Tuscan columned porch of recent construction. Lighting the second 
floor are five two-over-two sash windows. The cornice is boxed. 

The east gable end is dominated by an modern exterior brick 
chimney with two-over-two sash windows to each side. Small four-pane 
windows light the attic. The eaves are extended slightly with short 
returns at the base of the roof. 

The west wall is a plain weatherboard surface. 

The south (rear) facade is largely covered by the modern two-story 
addition. 

Inside the house has been extensively remodeled, but the center hall 
does retain a turned newel post, turned balusters, and a molded handrail. 
New scroll decoration has been added to the stringer. French doors have 
been introduced to open into the east room. Much of the remaining 
wood work is new. 

The second floor was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-683 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140~1499 

··~ - 150~1599 

__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 

- 160~1699 
_170~1799 

~ 180~1899 
_190~ 

__x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

Specific dates 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or · 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B x C D 

A B C D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geA~ral statement of history and 
support. 

The Oliver M. Caulk house stands at the end of East Chestnut 
street and is the last house in a continuous row of nineteenth-century 
dwellings that line the south side of the street. The two-story, five-bay 
center hall house has been vacant for many years and just recently it has 
been reworked to modern living standards. The basic nineteenth century 
character of the exterior has been maintained. A Tuscan columned front 
porch was the most significant addition to the East Chestnut Street 
elevation. With its five-bay elevation the Oliver M. Caulk house contrasts 
with its closest ~eighbors and adds interest and diversity to the street. 

It is not certain when this house was erected since this property 
was mired in a complicated ejectment suit in Talbot County circuit court 
during the 1880s and earlier transfers to specific lots are missing. John 
D. Caulk is thought to have owned the lot during the early 1850s but no 
deed confirming his purchase of the lot has been found. He died in 1855. 
After the circuit court settled the controversy, the heirs of John D. Caulk 
sold the lot to Oliver M. Caulk in 1887 for $300, a price that would 
suggest improvements were included on the property. (106/153) Oliver M. 
Caulk retained title to the house and lot until his death, and the property 
was then sold by his trustees to Howard K. Wright who maintained 
ownership until 1962. ( 376/99) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T- 683 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

ALi_J I I I I I I I I I B w .__I .._I _._I ---....-..ii I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LiJ ._I _..__. __ _ oLLJ ~I ~'-'-'-~-1 ~1 ~-'-'-~-
E LU .... I _..__. ___ _ 

F LU I I I .__I ,.L......1.--L..-.... ..i....1 

G LLJ ._I .....__. ___ _ 

H LiJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 9/8/88 

street & number P. 0. Bozi 5 telephone 3 0 I - 6 5 I - I 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryla~d; Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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JQliN D Q~.-YLK HOUSE - 218 CHESTNUT STREET T-683 

YEAR: 1976 VOL: 506 PAGE: 164 
FROM: Estate of Carleton F. Jewell PRICE: 
TO: Millicent Jenness and Theodore C. Jewell 
NOTES Begins at a stake at edge of water of St. Michaels Harbor; run with 
Chestnut Street 175 feet to James A. Dyott (now Martin M. Hubbard); then S 
with Dyott 128 feet to Dr. John Miller; E with Miller 174 feet to stone by 
water; with water to the beginning. 

To Carleton F. Jewell by Bertha W. and Marion Ollie Caulk 1962, 377/177 

YEAR: 1962 VOL: 377 PAGE: 177 
FROM: Bertha W. Caulk and Marion Ollie Caulk PRICE: 
TO: Carleton F. Jewell 
NOTES Same description. 

Conveyed to Bertha W. Caulk and Marion Ollie Caulk by Howard K. Wright 
1962, 376/99 

YEAR: 1962 VOL: 376 PAGE: 99 
FROM: Howard K. Wright PRICE: L & A 
TO: Bertha W. Caulk and Marion Ollie Caulk 
NOTES Same description. 

Conveyed to Howard K. Wright by Nehemiah E. Clark and W. D. J. Morris, trustees 
1922, 191/492. 

YEAR: 1922 VOL: 191 PAGE: 492 
FROM: Nehemiah E. Clark and W. D. J. Morris, Trustees PRICE: $1355 
TO: Howard K. Wright 
NOTES By a Circuit Court decree of 1921, the trustees were appointed to sell 
the real estate of Oliver M. Caulk, dcd. Howard K. Wright was high bidder. 
Same description. 

Conveyed to the late Oliver M. Caulk by the heirs of John D. Caulk 
1887, 106/153. 



JOHN D. CAULK HOUSE - 218 CHESTNUT STREET 

YEAR: 1887 VOL: 106 PAGE: 153 
FROM: John T. Caulk and others* PRICE: $300 
TO: Oliver M. Caulk 

T-683 PAGE TWO 

NOTES * The "others" were 12 heirs of John D. Caulk. John D. Caulk died in 
1855. 
Same description. 

No deed to John D. Caulk for this property was found. He is mentioned as the 
adjacent lot owner in 1854, 65/431. Caulk probably bought this lot from 
Harrington & Benson in 1848 or later. 

In 1848, (61/451) Nathan Harrington and James Benson bought 50 acres from the 
heirs of John Dorgan, Jr., then living in Baltimore. The first course of the 
deed runs along the BACK of the lots facing Chestnut Street -- and no other 
deed for these lots from Dorgin to Harrington and Benson has been found. Thus, 
when they began selling them between 1848 and 1853, they were selling property 
they did not own. 

In 1882, John Dorgin's heirs filed an "ejectment suit" against the then current 
owners and heirs to the lots sold by Harrington and Benson. Oliver Caulk and 
other Caulk heirs are listed in this suit. 

The "ejectment suit" was probably never tried. No record of it has been found 
and there is no break in the titles of the lots in question. 

The following deeds apply to the property before 1848: 

1829, 48/296 John Dorgin Sr. to John Dorgin, Jr. 

1813, 36/288 Elizabeth Sherwood to John Dorgin 

1812, 36/291 Chancery Court decision to John Dorgin (from Elizabeth Sherwood) 

1785, 23/115 William Harrison to Thomas Sherwood 

1786, 23/116 James Wignal to William Harrison 

1784, 21/413 John Thompson to James Wignal 

1782, James Braddock to John Thomson (Will) 

1778, 21/66 Thomas Kemp and Robert Richardson to James Braddock (estate of 
Philip Wetheral. 

The lot is part of "The Beach" patented to John Hollingsworth in 1665. 



JOHN D. CAULK HOUSE - 218 CHESTNUT STREET T-683 
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:CRA.IL'S BtrSINISS-UJ'DIN-~-.-CIS,--------------r~""l'lillc-=~~ 

'.>ODBON, Dealer in Dnago.Medicine1,Chem­
s, Fine Toilet Soap. Fancy Hait and Tooth 
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Specially. 
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1.A.:MES SETH, Physic:iaa and Surp>n. Oflice 
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:onfect • &:c. 
JCILMulf, Carrioge Malter aad Deller in Car­

iaga, Waeom, l<c. Repairiac i--ptly and neat11 
one • 
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T-683 
OLIVER M. CAULK HOUSE 
St . Michaels, Talbot County, MD 
Northeast elevation 
6/88, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 


