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T-688 c. 1898
Rowena Harrison House
St. Michaels
private

Rowena A. H. Harrison purchased this North Talbot Street lot in
1898 for $250 and financed the construction of the extant two-story, five-
bay frame house that still carries the distinctive double story turned post
porch. She held onto the house for twenty years and finally sold the
property in 1918 for $1700. With its relatively intact late nineteenth-

century architectural features, this center hall, single-pile dwelling is one

of the more distinctive Victorian structures on North Talbot Street.
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Survey No. T-688

Magi No. 2106882604

DOE yes no

1.

Name

(indicate preferred name)

historic

ROWENA HARRIS

ON HOUSE

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

108 North Tal

bot Street

—not for publication

city, town St. Michaels — vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—district —___ public X occupied —___agriculture — museum
X building(s) _X_ private — unoccupied ___ commercial —— park
—_ structure ___both —_work in progress ____educational _X_private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —— religious
- object —inprocess —x_Yyes: restricted — government ___scientific
o -~ being considered —__ yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
_X not applicable ___ po ___ mititary —__other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name

street & number

telephone no.:

city, town

state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 398

street & number

Talbot County Courthouse

folio 299

city, town

Easton

state MD 21601

6. Representation in Existing wuistorical surveys

title

date ___federal ____state ___county ___ local
B pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No.  T-638

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

____good ____ruins X __ altered ____moved date of move
X __fair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Rowena Harrison house is located at 108 North Talbot Street in
the northern commercial district of St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland.
The two-story, five-bay frame house faces east with the principal gable
oriented on a north/south axis.

Built around 1898, the two-story, center hall frame dwelling is
supported by a brick pier foundation, and it is sheathed with a combination
of asbestos shingles and German siding. The steeply pitched roof is coverd
with asphalt shingles. Stretching across the entire front of the house is a
two-story shed roofed porch supported on each floor by turned porch posts
with sawn brackets. While the first floor handrail has been replaced the
turned baluster railing on the second floor remains intact. The front
entrance is marked by a partially glazed door that is framed by two-light
sidelights and a three-light transom. Flanking the entrance are pairs of
two-over-two sash windows. The second floor is detailed in a similar way
with a center four-panel door opening onto the porch and two-over-two
sash windows to each side. Piercing the roof are two chimney stacks.
The north stack is a partially stuccoed brick chimney, while the south
stack has been rebuilt in concrete block.

The gable ends are detailed similarly with two-over-two sash
windows lighting the first and second floors with smaller sash illuminating
the attic. The eaves are extended and are finished with a return at the
base of the roof. Attached to the back of the house is a two-story
service ell.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No. T-688

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric _____ archeclogy-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture_____religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_conservation — law —science
_—— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture —__economics — literature —_sculpture
-1600-1699 x__ architecture —_education — military — social/
— 1700-1799 ____ art —_engineering —— music humanitarian
~X_1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ___theater
—— 1900~ - communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
___invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B X C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exceptiont _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Standing on North Talbot Street the Rowena Harrison house is one
of the more distinctive late nineteenth-century dwellings with its intact
double story porch supported by turned posts. The exterior of the house
has changed little aside from a partial covering of asbestos shingles.
Somewhat larger and more notable than the houses in the immediate
neighborhood, this structure is a prominent architectural focal pomt for
the intersection of North Talbot and Willow streets.

S~ HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Rowena A. H. Harrison purchased this North Talbot street lot in

1898 for $250, and sold the property twenty years later for $1700.(see

129/277 and 179/28l) The late nineteenth-century architectural features,
the absence of any building on the lot in 1877, and the substantial
increaase in the wvalue of the lot betwenn 1898 and 1928 suggest that

Rowena Harrison financed the building of this house shortly after her
purchase. The property has been held by a number of different owners
since she sold the lot in 1928.

TN




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-688

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .

Quadrangie name Quadrangie scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references ‘ ‘
A
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county i code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 1/29/89

street & number P. 0. Box 5 v telephone 301-651-1094
city or town Westover state  MD 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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ROWENA HARRISON HOUSE T-688 PAGE TWO

YEAR: 1887 WU0OL: 1@5 PAGE: 438

FROM: Charles E. Shanahan, trustse PRICE: £289

T0: John W. Bakar of W

NOTES Sale was mads by decrss of the Circuit Court 22 Sept 1888 in the casse
Fairbank vs Fairbank to force sales of the estate of Josiah Fairbank. This lot
is describad as an "unimproved lot on Talbot Sireet" and was bought by John

W. Bakar for £200

YEAR: 1298 VOL: 129 PAGE:
FROM: John W. Baker and Lc;i

c ol e
TO: Rowsna ﬂ.‘H_ Har..r.ison [= I Bnksr PRICE: $25@

- g fie g s AAAR} e -] v..lg qut on ! Ot t‘ Gst b 1@9 ieeu
.Yl
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1887
87, 18574323, . Shanahan, trustae
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Yaar: 1856 VWUsl: B7 Page: 264
From: Charles Robinson, trusts
To: Philemon Hambleton

Notest All that part of Ellicti’'s Lot and Joseph's Lot scld by Samuel Harrison
to Samuel Hambleton, 1832, 58/322. Begins at thas place where a cedar post stoo
by the rcad into Church Nack set down as a division between Thomas Harrison and
James Braddeock: run with the road E 1B@P to Main Road: then therswith N 268 W
22P; then W 90P to what was the divisional line between Thomas Harrison and
James Braddock: then with that lins to the baginning. {1 3/4 acres esxcept three
small building lots sold off by William Jonas.

& Price: 82345

Year: 1832 Vcl: 58 Pag
From: Samual Harrizon P
To: Samual Hamblaton
Notes: All that part of Elliott
son and Thomas Harrison to Thoma
Samual Harrison, administrator o
post | runs with Church Neck road
N 26 W 22P, then W 90P toc thes Harrison-Br
11 374 acres.

-
(=
I

iC

osaph’'s Lot sold by Robart Richard-
y. 1785, 26/322. Afterwards sold by
H

-
5
& -~ v oo

{ addaway. Bagins at former cedar
M




ST MICHAELS

ST MICHAELS DIST.

4~ (59
e il iricoe
[OEAEL'S BUSINESS REFEBENCES,

DODSON, Deslerin Drugs, Medicines, Chem-
s, Fine-Toilet Soap, Faocy Hair and Tooth
shes, Perfumery and Fancy Toilet Articles,
.sses, Shoulder-Braces, Grass and Garden Seeds.
¢ Wines and Liquors for Medicinal

ats, Qils, Varnishes and Dye Letter :m
w, lak, Eavclopes, Glass, Putty, Carbon
nps, Ch ys, &c. Physicians’ Prescripti

CAre-

y Compounded.

HADBOA“WAY, Insurance Agent and Con-
saneer,

i W. DEAN, Collector of Claims, Real Estate
<nt and Conveyancer.

8 DYOTT, ter, Contractor and Bailder,
op st X, Michael’s,

'ED H. HAMBLETON, Carpenter asd Bail-
. Shop at St. Michael's.

I8 ?}«""‘\ON, Rea! Estate Agent and Cols
tor of! .

SPA. , Justice of the Posoe and Collector.
SMITHMAN, Boot and Shoemaker. First
us work done on short motice. Repairing
mglly snd neatly done.

i8S HAMBLETON, l;m:« of “ Ham-
:ton’s Mechanical Shop.” B ithing, Wheel-
izhling{, and all work -grchiﬁng thereto. In-
.cate  Machinery carefully repaired. Farming
nplements on hand, and made to order at short
%ice, Carriage Repairing, Trimming and Painting
Specially. i
WILLIAM CAULX, Physician and Smmn.
JTAMES SETH, Physician and Surgeon, ice
»d Residence near St K{s;cbud‘s

LIAM 8, HARRISON, Blacksmith and

‘agop Maker, Repairi and neath
3;‘;. in Bmmﬂl’ g SO

otions, Hats, Caps,
road Creek Neck.

‘N T. EARRINGTON, Propdetor of ** Wil.

ams House,” Newly furnished and fitted. Table

arefully catered for. All the luxuries of the sea-
ok Ample Stable Accommodations. Charges
STBL T KILMAN, Carisge Maker and Deal

XIBLJ. s i eF AR er
n all kinds of ‘Wi 3
JRGB W, COLLINS, Tinner. Worker in Tin,
Sheet Irom, &c. Also Dealer in Stoves and Tin,
and Sheet Iron ware of every description.

3. BLADES, C C d
Persons having work in this line will do well to see
him before eontm:n‘ng.
3¥PH HERGERSHBIMER, Ship Builder.
Repairing of all kinds promptly and neatly done.
EVER PAIRBANK, Boot and Shoemaker. Is
skilful in his profession. Those wanting first class
work done will do well to patronize him,

RRIBON & RICHARDBOXN, Carrisge Ma-
kers. All work warranted. Repairing prompily
and neatly done,

J. HOLLAND, Butcher and Dealer in Fresh
Meats of all kinds, S,!{;)p on Talbot Street.

PT, C. R. LEONARD, Freighter of Grain of all
kinds to any point. :

tOMAS BLADES, Of E. Dealer in Dry Goods,
liotions, iex, Cigars, Tobacco, &e.

XBMI/ "ARRIBON, Desler in Grocerles,
Confect s &e.

8, KILM N, Carriage Maker and Dealer in Car-

dn:gu, Wagons, &c. Repairing promptly and neatly
ne.
A. DODSONPhysician and Scegeon,

Anild
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T-688

ROWENA HARRISON HOUSE

St. Michaels, Talbot County, MD
Southeast elevation

12/88, Paul Touart, photographer
Negative/M D Historical Trust




