
T-718 
James F. Burns House 
st. Michaels 
Private 

c. 1878 

The James F. Burns house stands at 105 Mulberry street in the 

central residential district of st. Michaels. The construction of this 

house is closely dated to around 1878 after James F. Burns purchased an 

unimproved lot from the sale of Mary Thomas's property in 1877 for $575. 

James Burns owned the property only a few years since he sold the house 

and lot in 1883 to a Thomas E. Burns for $1300. This significant jump in 

transfer price indicates the lot was improved during the five year span 

between 1878 and 1883. 

This standard two-story, three-bay frame dwelling is similar to its 

west side neighbor at 103 Mulberry street. Even though the frame 

structure, now covered with vinyl siding, does not exhibit any unusual 

architectural features, it nonetheless contributes to the historic row of 

frame dwellings that characterizes the north side of Mulberry street. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic JAMES F. BURNS HOUSE 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 105 Mulberry Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

,,-.~. _ object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
-2Lnot applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-718 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 3 7 1 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 6 10 

city, town Easton state MD 2 1 6 0 I 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___..::_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. T- 7 I 8 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The James F. Burns house stands at 105 Mulberry street in the 
center of st. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The two-story, three-bay 
frame house faces south with the main gable oriented on an east/west 
axis. 

Built around 1878, the two-story frame house is three bays across 
by two bays deep. Supported by a low brick foundation, the house is 
sheathed with vinyl siding, and it is covered by a medium pitched asphalt 
shingle roof. The base to the roof is trimmed with a boxed cornice, and 
the eaves are slightly extended with short returns at the base. Attached 
to to the back of the main block is a shorter two-story kitchen wing. 

The south (main) elevation is a three-bay facade with three six
over-six sash windows lighting the first and second floors. Louvered 
shutters remain at each opening. The current entrance to the house is 
entered through the west gable end. Six-over-six sash windows pierce the 
first and second floor of each end, and an interior end stove chimney rises 
through the west gable. 

The shorter two-story kitchen wing is two bays across, and it is 
covered by a low pitched gable roof. A single story shed roofed section 
extends to the rear. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No. T- 7 18 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
~~ - 1500-1599 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 

- 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable C:r:iteria: A B :L_c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: ~national ~state _x_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gerleral statement of history and 
I 

support. 1 

The James F. Burns house is a standard two-story, three-bay frame 
dwelling similar to its west side neighbor at 103 Mulberry street. Even 
though the frame structure, now covered with vinyl siding, does not exhibit 
any unusual architectural features, it nonetheless contributes to the 
historic row of frame dwellings that characterizes the north side of 
Mulberry street. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The construction of this house is closely dated to around 1878 after 
James F. Burns purchased this unimproved lot from the sale of Mary 
Thomas' s property in 1877 for $575. ( 85/86) James Burns owned the 
property only a few years since he sold the house and lot in 1883 ·to a 
Thomas E. Burns for $1300. (96/372) This significant jump in transfer price 
indicates the lot was improved during the five year span between 1878 and 
1883. I 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T _ 7 I 8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLi.J ~I _.___. __ .._.~I ....... 1 ~~---- oliJ I I I I 
E L..i_J I I ..._I _.__.~ ............... F LLJ I I I I 
G LU I I ....... 1 .....,__..-L.-__ H li_J I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 9 I 2 6 I 8 9 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 3 0 I - 6 5 I - I 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 2 18 7 I 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



JAMES F. BURNS HOUSE 

YEAR: 1961 VOL: 371 PAGE: 610 PRICE: $3000 
FROM: Elizabeth R. Barnes, widow 
TO: John H. Anderson and Virginia P. Anderson 

T-718 

NOTES: Begins at lot of E. P. Sparks; run N 140' to Town Marsh Lot, formerly 
James Benson; west 30 feet to lot of Johanna Collins; south 146' to Mulberry 
Street; with Mulberry Street 30 feet to the beginning. 
Hazen H. Fairbank joins on the deed for purpose of releasing mortgage 
1960, 360/502 
Conveyed to Barnes by Fairbank 1930, 222/436. 

YEAR: 1930 VOL: 222 PAGE: 436 PRICE: 
FROM: Charles Leonard Fairbank, unmarried 
TO: Daniel R. Barnes and Elizabeth R. Barnes 
NOTES: Sam~ description. Title clearance. 
Conveyed to Fairbank by Barnes 1930, 222/434. 

YEAR: 1930 VOL: 222 PAGE: 434 PRICE: 
FROM: Daniel R. Barnes and Elizabeth R. Barnes 
TO: Charles Leonard Fairbank 
NOTES: Same description. Title clearance. 
Conveyed to Mary E. Lubba and Daniel R. Barnes by Mortimer 1929, 219/75. 
Mary Lubba died 1930; Daniel Barnes survivor. 

YEAR: 1929 VOL: 219 PAGE: 219 PRICE: 75 
FROM: Grace B. Mortimer and J. Edwin Mortimer 
TO: Mary E. Lubba and Daniel R. Barnes 
NOTES: Same description. 
Conveyed to Lydia M. Burns by Charles E. Willey 1903, 140/11. 
Lydia died intestate 1907. Property went to her only daughter Grace B. Mortimer. 

YEAR: 1903 VOL: 140 PAGE: 11 PRICE: $800 
FROM: Charles E. Willey and wife 
TO: Lydia M. Burns 
NOTES: Begins SW corner of a lot of E. P. Sparks, the same lot held by O. P. 
Sparks, known as the Sparks or "Burnt House Lot11

• 

Conveyed to Willey by Burns 1895, 125/120 

YEAR: 1895 VOL: 125 PAGE: 120 PRICE: $150+ovc 
FROM: Thomas E. Burns and Lydia M. Burns 
TO: Charles E. Willey 
NOTES: Same description. 
Conveyed to Burns by Burns 1883, 96/372. 



, JAMES F. BURNS HOUSE T-718 

YEAR: 1883 VOL: 96 PAGE: 372 PRICE: $1300 
FROM: James F. Burns and M. Olivia Burns 
TO: Thomas E. Burns 
NOTES: Same description. 
Conveyed to Burns by Benson 1878, 85/86. 

YEAR: 1878 VOL: 85 PAGE: 86 PRICE: $575 
FROM: James Benson and Marianna Benson 
TO: James F. Burns 
NOTES: Same description. Deed made 9 February 1878. 
Conveyed to Benson by Joshua W. Bryant, trustee 1878, 85/85. 

YEAR: 187&. VOL: 85 PAGE: 85 PRICE: $230 
FROM: Joshua W. Bryant, trustee 
TO: James Benson 

PAGE TWO 

NOTES: Sale made on 17 March 1877. Deed dated 2 Feb 1878. Same description. 

This is lot #1 of the three lots in the court-ordered sale of the 130-foot lot 
of Mary Thomas on Mulberry Street. According to the advertisement of the sale 
it was an unimproved lot. It shows as vacant on the map in the 1877 atlas. 

For the remainder of the chain see the last three entries under T-717. 



\ L . 

)·1· ;.•. , .... 
.':d.t 
!'i:E 
·i~. 

;.~: 
';,64; 
1<r011 

I~ I~~ ~~~I I qJ ~ld11~ 
~, MULBERRY ~ rJ I~ .~·~I ~~~I ~ml~ ~WJ!fml 

ST 
r-"il I m I I 

- I 
I 

I I I I 

G:> 

~ 
f'1 

-~- ' I I ----· 

CJ) 
r.n =~ ! ~ 

en ~ £J~ 
-f . , C)> 

~ l> ::0 
. ~ ;::u -< 
~ I 1TlCJ5 
--- . . . I ~I rn 

Ci) 0 

• I~ ~I .• 1~1~ ~l~r;J E ~I !~Irr.I 
~--r --,.------

~?;~I ~~1~·· - ·1 
ST 

. ~-1 ~l ~ --T.-1~ ~r~ 
LAKE, GRIFFING, AND STEVENSON ATLAS, 1877 (MODIFIED) 



T-718 

" I 
SURVEY 1804-1806 



----... -----
sr MICHAELS DIST. TALBOT Co. 

r ~ 77 

~" 

L~tt'' l.c. If. I j:h ~t 
~ eY-f Ir/ Art.~ 

r - 7 10 < 1-f't:r 

~~ 'r. 



'• ~~ ... 
, 'l # . . 

·;1::::==~===-= 
o\1 
II 

· ====;-::=::::s:.::: -... 

0 

II 
u 
II 
II \f:::::: 
II 
\\ 
II 
'II 

\\ 
I\ 

~=""·"' 

.. 

·.Hopkins\ 
Point~. 

I 

... .. 

.. 

. 
' 

T-718 
JAMES St M.F. BURNS BOUSE 
1942 ichaels MO Qu d a rangle 

\ 
\ 

II ,,. 
If 
I/ 
~ ~ ,, 

\\ 
\\ 
\\ 
\\ 
\\ 
\\ 
\\ 
\\ 

,,-:::.~~·' 
\\ 

( 

( 

-----' \ 

/ I 
~ l 

Le 
Pc 

r 





T-7 18 
JAMES F. BURNS HOUSE 
Southeast elevation 
St. Michaels, Talbot Co., MD 
5/89, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 


