
T-721 
Thomas J. Jefferson House 
st. Michaels 
Private 

c. 1860, c. 1885 

Architectural evidence and historical research indicate this Cherry street 

frame house was erected in more than one stage. The main house was 

erected around 1860 and probably for Thomas J. Jefferson, who started 

leasing this lot as early as 1848. In 1860 Thomas J. Jefferson transferred 

legal ownership of "all that lot of ground with the house and improvements 

situated on Cherry street" to to Mary E. Jefferson, however the property 

was mortgaged. In 1874 the property was purhased by Marion Caroline 

White, wife of Dr. Alward White. After Dr. White's death the house and 

lot were transferred to his daughter Emily Harrison, who in turn sold it to 

Mary V. George in 1884. A year 1 ater, in September 1885, the Easton 

Ledger ran a short notice on the construction activity at this site. The 

paper stated that, "Mr. H. K. George added a large back building to his 

house on Cherry street." The property passed down through George family 

heirs until it was sold in 1919. 



Survey No. 
T-721 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic THOMAS J. JEFFERSON HOUSE, also Dr. Alward M. White House 

and/or common SAMBOY HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 102 Cherry Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
_x__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

,,.----, _ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_1L_not applicable 

_vicinity of 

Status 
_occupied 

county 

_x_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district F i r s t 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_·_military 

_museum 
__ park 
-X-- private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Victor MacSorley 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clerk of the Talbot County Court liber 182 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 444 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal __ state __ county __ loc~I 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_ original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. T- 7 2 I 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Thomas J. Jefferson house stands at 102 Cherry street in the 
northern residential district of st. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland. The 
two-story, three-bay frame house faces north with the principal gable 
oriented on an east/west axis. 

Built about 1860, the two-story side hall/parlor frame house is 
supported by a low brick pier foundation, and the house is sheathed with 
German siding. The steeply pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 
Attached to the back of the house is a two-story service wing, which is 
dated by a reference in the Easton Ledger to 1885. 

The north (main} facade is a three-bay elevation with a side 
entrance and flanking six-over-six sash windows. The paneled front door is 
framed by sidelights and a four-pane transom. To the left the windows 
retain their louvered shutters. stretching across the full front of the 
house is a turned post porch with sawn corner brackets. The roof retains 
its covering of standing seam tin. Lighting the second floor are three six
over-six sash windows also fitted with louvered shutters. The eave above 
is distinguished by decorative brackets. 

The east side of the house is covered on the first floor by a 
wraparound extension of the turned post porch. Six-over-six sash windows 
light the first and second floor. The eave is extended slightly, but it is 
not trimmed with the decorative· brackets. An interior end brick stack 
protrudes through the roof. 

The west gable end is a plain weatherboard wall aside from a single 
six-over-six sash window that pierces the upper gable. 

Covering much of the south side of the main block is the two-story 
service wing, which is distinguished on the east side by a two-story, three
sided pavilion topped by a decorative metal cresting. The bay is lighted 
by four-over-four sash windows, and the cornice is trimmed with small 
brackets. The west side of the kitchen is partially sheltered by a: two
story chamfered post porch which is trimmed by corner brackets as well. 
An interior end brick stove chimney rises through the roof. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-721 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 

. - 1500-1599 __ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpol"tation 

_ invention _other (spe.cify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B x C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state -1.Llocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gert~ral statement of history and 
\ support. 

The Thomas J. Jefferson house is a prominent two-story side hall/parlor 
frame dwelling that distinguishes Cherry street in the northern section of 
St. Michaels. The main block, a two-story, three-bay structure is typical 
of Civil War era buildings as is the two-story rear service wing. 
Highlighting the east side of the wing is a two-story pavilion that survives 
with a metal roof cresting. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

This two-story side hall/parlor frame ho~lSe ~as .erected evidently in 
more than one stage. The main house was built around 1860 and probably 
for Thomas J. Jefferson who started leasing this Cherry Street lot as early 
as 1848. (61/410) In 1860 Thomas J. Jefferson transferred legal ownership 
of 11 all that lot of ground with the house and improvements situated on 
Cherry Street." Although this reference provides evidence for an improved 
lot in . that year it is not exactly certain if the the house standing is the 
one the deed refers to.. In any case the main block was probably erected 
during the third quarter of the nineteenth century and within the next 
twenty-five years the house was enlarged by the subsequent owners, Mr. 
Harmon K. and Mary V. George. The Easton Ledger announced on 
September 10, 1885, that, "Mr. H. K. George added a large back building 
to his house on Cherry . Street. 11 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-721 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J,,, I I I I I I B WI.__ ._I ....__! __......._,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ .__I~!_._._._~! .._l~_._.-....-- oLLJ .__I ~l-'--4....._..I .__I~-'-'-...._._ 
E LLJ I I I .._I _.___._,__........,_._. F L..i.J I I ,__I ....__.___.__......_ ......... 

G LLJ I I I .__I ..-....--...--..... ... H LU I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels, Inc. date 10/30/89 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state MD 21663 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



THOMAS J. JEFFERSON HOUSE 

YEAR: 1919 VOL: 182 PAGE: 444 PRICE: $1500 
FROM: William E. Trenchard and Maude V. Trenchard 
TO: W. Y. Reynolds 

T-721 

NOTES: A 2/3 interest. Bounded on the N by Cherry Street, on the S by Phillip 
Willey, on the W by Leonidas Dodson and on the E by James T. Sewell. The lot is 
53 x 125. 
Conveyed by Marion C. White and Alward M. White to Mary Virginia George, wife of 
Harmon K. George (lease) 1884, 99/355. Fee conveyed to Mary Virginia George by 
Emily Harrison 1884, 99/357. 

Mary Virginia George died intestate in March 1918 and the property went to her 
child, Berenice George Trenchard wife of Wm. E. Trenchard and her two children 
Virginia Trenchard and George Trenchard. Virginia died April, 1918 and her 1/3 
went to her father Wm. E. He here conveys his 1/3 and Virginia's 1/3. 

YEAR: 1884 VOL: 99 PAGE: 355 PRICE: $1650 
FROM: Marion C. White and Alward M. White 
TO: Mary V. George 
NOTES: Same description. 
Conveyed to White by Jefferson, Harrison & Dodson 1874, 80/272 

The Easton Ledger, 1885, Sept. 10 has the following: Mr. H. K. George added a 
large back building to his house on Cherry Street. 

YEAR: 1884 VOL: 99 PAGE: 357 PRICE: $125 
FROM: Emily Harrison 
TO: Mary V. George 
NOTES: Same description. 
Same lot leased to Thomas Jefferson by Wm. H. Harrison 1848, 61/410. Same 
conveyed to Mary E. Jefferson by Thomas J. Jefferson by assignment 1860, 69/80. 
Also conveyed by deed of assignment 1874, 80/242 by Mary E. Jefferson, Edward 
Harrison, and Leonidas Dodson to Mary Caroline White. Being part of a lot left 
to Emily Harrison by her father's will. 

YEAR: 1874 VOL: 80 PAGE: 242 PRICE: 
FROM: Mary E. Jefferson, Edward Harrison, and Leonidas Dodson, trustee 
TO: Marion Caroline White 
NOTES: Whereas Thomas J. Jefferson in 1861 conveyed to Leonidas Dodson in trust 
for Jeff's creditors all of his real estate, Leonidas sold to Edward Harrison in 
1863, and Edward Harrison sold to Mary E. Jefferson. Now Mary E. Jefferson sells 
to Marion Caroline White, wife of Dr. A. M. White. 



THOMAS J. JEFFERSON HOUSE 

YEAR: 1860 VOL: '69 PAGE: 80 PRICE: $300 
FROM: Thomas J. Jefferson 
TO: Mary E. Jefferson 

T-721 PAGE TWO 

NOTES: "all that lot of ground with the house and improvements situated on 
Cherry Street" Being the same leased to Thomas J. Jefferson by William H. 
Harrison 1848, 61/410. 

YEAR: 1848 VOL: 61 PAGE: 410 PRICE: Lease 
FROM: William H. Harrison 
TO: Thomas J. Jefferson 
NOTES: Same description. 



:OBA.EL'S llt1SINllSS m"DINCES, 
:>OD BON, Da.ler in Drur, Medicin<1, Chem. 
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3:. BL.A.DBS, Carpenter, Contractor, and Builder. 
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~EPB HERGERSHmKBJl, Ship Builder. 
Rq>airing of all kinda promptly and ne1tl7 done. 

IVER F.A.IRB.A.NJt, Boot &Dd Shoemaker. Is 
1kilful in bis profcsion. Th- wanting 6nt clall 
work done will do well to patroniic him • 
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i<ers. All wcwk warranted. Repairlnc promptly 
a.nd neatly done. 
J, BOLLAND, Butcher and Dealer in Fresh 
~eats or all kind•. Shop on Talbot Street. 
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T-721 
THOMAS J. JEFFERSON HOUSE 
St. Michaels, Talbot Co., MD 
East elevation 
6/89, Paul Touart, photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 





T-721 
THOMAS J. JEFFERSON HOUSE 
St . Michaels, Talbot County, MD 
Northwest elevation 
6/89, Paul Touart , photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 


