
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or common =- r an k F a i r b an k s Ho u s e 

2. Location 

street & number Fairbank Road 

city, town Fairbank 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__X_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

-2$._not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
____X_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
A~cessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T -8 27 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district Fi ft h 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_A_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Bernard and Fannie E. Osterman 

street & number 9 4 O 8 Underwood St . telephone no.: 

city, town Seabrook state and zip code MD 20801 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 524 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 458 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

·pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. T - 827 

Cont8tlon 
_ excellent 
__1 gooc1 
_ fair 

CheclcOM 
_ deterloreted _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
_ unexpo98d 

~"­- original alte 
_ moved date of move 

Prepar e both a summary paragraph and a genera l description of the resource and its 
var ious elements as it exists today. 

The Frank Fairbanks house is located on the east side of Fairbank Road 
m the village of Fairbank on Tilghman Island, Talbot County, Maryland The 
house is removed from the main road and access to the house is by a private 
drive from the Fairbank Road The house faces north and the principal gable 
is ori~nted on an east/west a.Xis. 

Complet.00 as itcurrenuy appears between 1890-1900, Uus iive bay, 
two-story, frame structure may include remnants of an 1877 structw·e. The 
house is mounted on a cinderbloctc !oundation. and the roof is covered with 
asphalt shingles. The exterior is clad 1s asbestos shingles which cover tlle 
ongmal yellow weatberboards. 

The north (main) facade has a cent.rat door flanked by a pair of two­
over-two sash windows. The windo~ on t.he eastern bays have wide 
surrounds, \<llhile the wmdo\\IS on the west.em bays have narrow surrounds 
and are inset at a lower point in the wall. A gable roofed portico shelters the 
door While tlle supports !or this portico are new. tlle roof and tongue in 
groove platform are original. The second story has f1ve two-over-two sash 
\\.indo\AlS The three western bay ""1!ldo""'5 have narrow surrounds, While 
the two easoorn bays have wide surrounds. The house has cornerboards and 
a boxoo corwce 

The east elevation has a one-story, gable roof addition across the first 
floor There are a pair of two-over-two sash windows with wide surrounds 
on tlle seeond floor. An int.erior brick clltmney sits at tlle east gable end 
which has shallow corruce returns 

The first-story of the five bay south (rear) elevation has a central door 
flankoo by two-over-two sash windows. A portico appears to have 00en in 
pla~ above this door atone time The second-story has five two-over-two 
sash Wl!ldOV'IS 

The two bay west elevation has two-over-two sash Wllldows on the 
flrst and second floors with narrow surrounds. A centrally placed interior 
chimne-y rises above this west gable. 



8. Significance Survey No. T - 8 2 7 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

-x- 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_1900-

__ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_JS_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
__ art 
__ commerce 
__ communications 

_ engineering _ music 
_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

humanitarian 
_theater 
_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A _B .:t,_C _D 

A B C D E F G 

national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

EJwarJ Fairban.h.s. after whom the \'illage of Fairhan.h.::: is named. 
purchased SLXlY acres or ianJ from James Seth in 1848 _\t that time t11e 
land was considered the southern pornt or Hic.kory Ridge Farm The Fr ant 
Fairbanks house is said to include pan of the original Edward Fairbanks 
~ome. \\'h1le the 18 58 Talbot County '.\lap sho\vs E. Fairbanks as the owner 
r 1! 1 !11s property the only house indicated sits at the southern up of the 
property The 1877 Dtll\vorth map shows a J Fairbanks home in 

approximateiv the same location as the Fran.I.:. Fairban1-:s house toda\· 

_.\ccording w Joyce Fairbanks. _\ntomette CoYington had studied the 
house and suggested that the kitchen was the oldest section. She noted that 
o.s the fam!ly grew thev added a living room. until finally the house was split 
m half and a center section was added The separate hal'•es of the bullding 
are apparent when one examines the windows of the north and south 
e!e\·at10ns. The three western bays of the house have narrow '\vindu1J.­
~urrounds which are not e\·en \\-1th the two wide surround \\:mdm\'S of 1!1e 

ea:~Lern ba\-

In the l 93Us-J 940s. J Frank Fairbanks a representatiYe to the state 
legislature. 11Yed in the h(>Use _\1though the house 1s unoccupied toda'>-. n 
remains a neighborhood landmark 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-827 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I B LiJ .__I ....... I ...... 1---. ....... ..,jl I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c liJ .___I .__I .....__--.... 

E LJ_J ..... I ~I__.__ __ 
D LLJI ........ .._I ......._--.. ..... I .._I ........_.__..__ ......... ........... 
F LLJ I II'--J..-.L-.L..... ....... ...i....1 

G LU ._I ...... I__.___ ......... ___. H LU ,__I ....... I _.__ .......... ......._. 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
nam~title Elizabeth Hughes, architectural historian 

organization Talbot County Pl an n in g 0 ff ice date 8190 

street & number Ta l b o t C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 8 2 2 - 2 0 3 0 

city or town Easton state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Frank Fairbanks House description continued. 

The interior central hall is flanked on the east and west ends by a 
single room. The original mantles appear to be in place on the first floor. 
The north yard of the house is planted with boxwood. 

T-827 
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Scene at Fairbank, Md. 
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