
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common Levin Harrison House 

2. Location 

street & number Barn eek Road 

city, town Barneck 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
public 

X- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
~ being considered 
__ not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
occupied 

-Y unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-834 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

Fifth 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Barbara H. Donegan 

street & number 1 2 3 Severn Ave . telephone no.: 

city, town Annapolis state and zip code MD 21405 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 654 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 769 

city, town Easton state MD 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _ local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. T - 8 3 4 

Condition 
_excellent 
__L good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
--X- unaltered 
_altered 

Check one 
_j(_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The LeYrn Harrison house is located on the east s1de or Barned Ru<i;J 
111 lhe Yillage oi Barned~ on Tilghman Island. Talbot Coum\-. ~darvJand. The 
house faces \\-est "\·nn the principal gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

The Harrison house. bu1lt bet\\een !RBO-JR9[) 1s clad m asbestr>s 
::::hrngies and rooted wnh asphalt shingles. Tl11~ t\\-()-storv frame house !:a~ a 
hrtck: pter foundation 

The fi\·e bay ·\\·est 1main1 facade has a central door shellered l1y a 
small gable roof poruco \i..-n11 \\Tought iron suppons. This central bay is 
flan1.:ed by a pair of 1·u.:o-0Yer-t\',-o sash \qndows '-'•1th green louYered 
shutter~ Five shuttered one-over-one sash w111dO\\-s light the second floor 
The two northern bays are spaced more \\.-1deiY from ~he southern three 
l"lay~ suggesting that the nonhern bays represem a later add1110n. 

The south eievauun gable end has an exter10r cmderhiock chimne\ 
fian1.:ed un eiU1er siJe l!\- a t\\-o-over-t\H> sash windmv on tl1e first floor. anJ 
by ii one-oYer-ont anJ two-oYer-t\n; S'-!Sh \\'lnduw on the second floor. _-\ 
1:;, ,-, s1...:ir~; smgle ha'.-. 3hed r()d add1uon iS connecteJ to the eastern end c;f 
th:s cle'.·at1on ,:..-1th a J()or on the f1r:-1 floor and a two-over-l\\-o sash \\-indO'J.

on the second fJ.our. 

The east 1rear1 ele\·at10n has a one-story shed add1110n built in the 
1940s across the S()LJ!.hern three bays of the first floor. Two two-over-two 
:::ash \\'ll1d0\\-s serYe as the northern ba~·s The second floor is lit b\- four 
twu-o\-er-t\\ (1 sash \\·indo\\"S 

The north elevatwn has two two-o'.-er two sash '0.·1ndO'..'-.-s ,~in lhe fir~t 
11001· and t\H> p;-..-o-oYer-t\\·o sash \\'JndO\\-s on the second Iloor _1.n imerF1!" 

hnck chimney pierces the roof of this north gable end 

T.'.le ;nler;nr °'°' J:-: nn\ seen There are ~\n) uuthu;lJm1<:~ on '.he 
pr.,1perL\. \.)ne i~ celaL1\ el\- ne'-\ anJ ;n ~uuJ cunJ1Llun. Ti1<;; uliier l5 lliJer 
and J1lap1datei:.l clad rn \·erucal ~ii:.ill1):( 1:H1d Cu\ erei..l \,·:1i1 z. ;_rn ruuf 



8. Significance Survey No . T - 8 3 4 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

~lreas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

- 1500-1599 __ agriculture _ economics 
_lS___ architecture _education 

_ literature _ sculpture 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

__ art 
__ commerce 
__ communications 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ military _ social/ 
_engineering _music 
_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

A _B x__C D 

A B C D E F G 

national state .x.__local 

humanitarian 
_theater 
_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Le\·in F. Harnson Sr.. a waterman and occasional steamboat captain, 
JnJ his~ ife Ida Harrison began taking\\ omen and children as summer 
boarders around the 1900s. His son would pick up boarders at the 
steamboat \\-harf and transport them to Barned. in a horse and buggy. 
Latc~r. the Harrisons organized weekend fishing parties. and fishermen would 
board at the house. often sleeprng in hammocks on the large front porch. In 
the earl\- 1 CJ40s the Harrisom: mo\-ed w the \-illage of Tilghman and 
commued ti1eir fishrng pany operation at the Riverdale Hotel. The Barnect 
house was lhen cm·ned by the Porters and later by the Berridge family 

Jrntially a simple side hall. parlor plan the Harrison house -\\·as 
e:qnnded to include tu:o additional bays by the l 920s. A. full-width. ~mgle 
stor~.-. front porch. which was someumes used as a sleeping area. was 
removed from the house rn the 1940s. The Le\-in Harnson house is the 
i"'recursor tn Harrison s Chesapeake House m the \-illage of Tilghman the onl\
sur,:1\·ing boarding house/fishing charter business on Tilghman fsland toda\-



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-834 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I 1 I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I I 
Northing 

B w '='""I """":-I :-'""""! ___ ! I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c Li.J I.___.___.___. __ ol.i.J 1 ............. 1 _____ I ..... I ........... _._ __ __ 

E LLJ ..... I _.__. ___ _ F LL.J I I I ________ _ 
G LLl ._I .....__. ___ _ 

H ~ I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title E l i z ab e t h Hu g h e s , a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n 

organization T al b o t Co u n t y P l an n i n g 0 f f i c e date 8/90 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse telephone 8 2 2 - 2 0 3 0 

city or town Easton state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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