
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/orcommon W.H.Cummings House 

2. Location 

street & number Route 33 

city, town Tilghman 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__x__not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__X_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T -83 S 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

Fifth 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Courtney H. and Ruth F. Cummings 

street & number Route 33 telephone no.: 886-2515 

city, town Tilghman state and zip code MD 21671 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ta 1 bot Count y C 1 erk o f Court liber 403 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 288 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

'!pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description T SCZ('. 
SurVey No. - _) ~ 

Condition 
_excellent 
_lgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

C~eck one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The W.H.Cum mings house is located on the \\-est side of Route 33 four 
lots south of Bayshore Drive. in the nllage of T1lghman T1lghman Island. 
Talbot County . .\faryland This t\l.·o-story. frame house faces east 
principal gable oriented on a north/south axis_ 

·n: 4 ~1 h 1 h,:.:'l 
..... _i ... .l.J. \...1.1 ..... 

Ru1ll arnund i xxu- l RCJO the exterior of the \X- H Cummings house is 
clad in \\ eatl1erboard. and the roof is CO\·ered in asphalt shrngles The low 
hr1ck pier foundation l1as been com·erted into a full masonry foundation. 

The east 1main1 facade has a modern fuli w1dlh addition across the 
first storv ·-~:h1ch is covered 111 \veatherboard and has a centrai door flanked 
by storm wmdo\\·s The second ston· 1s llt L1\· t11ree sn-o';er-s1x sash 
windows \\·ith narrow surrounds and green lciu\·ered shutters. This l'H.illd111g 
has green pilaster cornerhoards 

Ti1e north eleYation has cormce returns and (me six-m·er-six sash 
\\-mdo\\· as the eastern ba\· of the first ston· -'in mterwr brick ch1mneY 
stack. rises aboYe this north gable end. 

The \\·est ele\-allon has a central. two-swn-. smgle bay projection 
wl11ch ends m a gahie wllh cornice returns. T11e north side of ti11s \\·mg l':as 
nne sn-m·er-s1x sash \\·tndo\\- \\"Ith narrcr\i: trim and the shadcrn: or a lnrmer 
doorwa\· on the first floor. There are l\\-o si:x-o\·er-three sash \\·indo\\·s \\-ith 
\\ iJe surrounds un tl1e second flour. The s()uLh siJe ur this \\·mg has t\H> ~1\-

over-three sash windows with -..-.-ide surrounds on the second floor. and a 
one-stor~:. modern shed addnwn on the first floor. A one-swry shed 
:id':!ltion on the first floor of this •.;1.::ng s '\i.:est end has sn -m·e;-s1:<: sash 
\\·indows and a sel of double doors. The central bay of the three bay south 
elevation is flank:ed hy s1x-o\·er-six sash windows on the first and second 
lloors ot the nonhern and southern havs 

The south gable end or the rrinL.if,- \\·ing has une :::ix-u\·er-5ix ~ash 
v..·indow \\'lth a narrow surround as the eastern baY of both lhe first and 
secnnd floors. and one sn-o\·er-sn sash \\'tndO\\- \\-lth a \\-1Lie surround as the 
western bay fJf the first floor _-\n imerinr ch1mneY pierce:' the rooi nf lhis 
ele\-alion \\'h1ch has shallm\ curn1ce rewrm 



8. Significance Survey No. T-83 5 

Period A.reas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 

- 1500-1599 __ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
- 1600-1699 _x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 

--x 1700-1799 
- 1800-1899 

__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 

_1900- __ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 
_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B Xe 

A B C 

Level of Significance: national 

D 

D E F G 

state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

W.H Cummings built ll11s house in the late 1800s. His son. Reveri::nJ 
\"f aJe H. Cummings. purchased this house from his father in l CJO"::' The color 
sch·2me of this white house with deep green trim is typical of the older 
buildings on T1lghman Island 

The 'X-.H Cummings house llas been enlarged over the vears. but 1ts 
relat10nsh1p to the marn street o! Tilghman has remained essenua!ly the 
same The Cummings house is one of a collection of nvo-story. frame houses 
un Tilghman Island with a straightforward plan and delicate exterior detail. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T -835 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

B w !'=""'"-:-I :-'--! ....-.....-...ii I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

I I I I I 

cLLJ ~I~--
E L..i_J ~I ~---

oLJJ _I l ________ I l..._.__,~---
F LLJ I .__I ......__.___.__...__ ......... 

G Li_j L-1 .....__. __ _ 

H ~ I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title E l i z ab e t h Hu g h e s , a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i an 

organization Talbot County Planning 0 ff ice date 8 /90 

street & number T a l b o t C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 8 2 2 - 2 0 3 0 

city or town 
Easton 

state 
MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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