
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Tilghman United Methodist Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Route 33 

city, town Tilghman 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
-X building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
public 

-X private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
-v-- being considered 
I\ not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_x__ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T -837 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

Fifth 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
Lreligious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Trustees, Tilghman Methodist Church 

street & number PO Box 192 telephone no. : 

city, town Tilghman state and zip code 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court 
liber 

94 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 345 

city, town Easton state MD 

&. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _ state _county _ local 

,pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. T-837 

Condition 
/\ excellent 
_ good 
_fair 

Clleck one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins __x altered 
_ unexposed 

CMcll one 
l origlnlll llte 
_ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Tilghman United Methodist Church is located on the east side of 
Route 33 in the village of Tilghman on Tilghman Island, Talbot County, 
Mary!and. The Church faces west, with the principal gable oriented on an 
east/west axis. 

In 1879 the first Tilghman United Methodist Church was built on the 
present lot consisting of a one room building with a large belfry That 
building was razed to its foundations in l 913 and a second church was built 
incorporating some of the J 879 foundation. The exterior of the present 
church is clad in asbestos shingles, and the roof is covered with asphalt 
shmgles. The brick foundation is covered with cement and has inset 
casement windows. 

• 
The west (mainJ facade 1s a five bay gable end with a central pair ot 

pointed arch. one-over-one sash. opaque stained glass windows flanked by 
two single stained glass windows on either side. Boxed cornice returns wrap 
around to this gable end. A two-story beJJ tower 1s attached to Lhe northern 
end of the west facade and is set forward from the main structure. The 
entrance to the church is through double doors on the first floor of the bell 
tower. The tower is covered by a flat roof. 

The northern elevation is lit by seven pointed arch, one-over-one sash 
opaque stained glass windows 

The eastern gable end has a square apse extension from the main 
structure as the central bay. A rectangular. clear stained glass window is set 
into the apse which is flanked on either side by an opaque stained glass 
window. 

The southern elevation of the church 1s lit by three pointed arch, one
over-one opaque stained glass windows, The eastern bays are covered by a 
modern addition which was first built in 1962 and then enlarged in 1975. It 
consists of a cinderblock foundation, an asphalt shingle roof, and asbestos 
siding. 



8. Significance Survey No. T- 837 

Period Are•• of Slgnlflc•nce-Check •nd Justify below 
_ prehistoric 
-1~1499 

_ archeology-prehistoric _ community plannlng _ landscape archltecture-X- religion 
_ an;heology-hlstorlc _ conservation _law _ science 

~- 15'»-1599 _ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
___)(.._ 1900-

_L architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ Industry _ polltlcs/government _transportation 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

ch eck: Applicable Cri teria : 
and/or 

Applicable Except ion: 

A _B x,..__C _ D 

A B C D E F 

Level of Signi f i cance : _national _ sta te ~local 

G 

Prepare both a s ummary para graph of s ignific ance and a general s t a t ement o f his t ory and 
support. 

Until l 879, the people of Tilghman Island were using a church built in 
1845 at the edge of Paw Paw woods on the Main Road about 1.2 miles south 
of the Knapps Narrows Bridge. As tbe population grew. however. it was 
decided that a church was needed closer to the upper part of the Island. 
Land for the United Methodist Church was gjven by William Mathias and 
Mary E. Covington on July 5. 1879. The 1879 church, built under Reverend 
E.L.Hoffecker. was a one room building with a Jarge belfry. a steeple. a bell. 
and no vestibule. It was a little larger than the present building, but very 
similar. 

Thirty-four years later. the 1879 church was torn down to its 
foundations and the present church was dedicated by Reverend Ivanhoe 
WilJis on April 24. 1914. A cornerstone with both the dates of 1879 and 
I 913 can be seen at the northwest corner of the present church The church 
continued to grow and in 1962 a 36 by 60' addition was added onto the 
south side which consisted of one large room. three classrooms, a kitchen. 
and two bathrooms. In 1975 a second addition was built by the men of the 
church. This 26 by 70 structure was added onto the rear of the first 
addition and provided four classrooms, one large classroom. a storage room, 
a choir room and a church office. 

The Tilghman Island United Methodist Church has long been an 
important force on the Island. Although its influence is not as strong a~ it 
once was. it remains an essential part of many Island social activlties. 
Located at the southern edge of the vilJage of Tilghman, the church serves as 
a keystone of community life. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T - 837 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I 1 I I I I I I B w ._I ....... I __..1--........,__,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li_J ~' ~--......,_ 
E l__i_J ~I ----

oLJJ ~I ~l-'--4......_.~I ~I .L......J.......L-1....1.-1~ 
F LiJ I I ._I .........__.____.___..._._ ...... 

G LLJ ._I .............. __ _ 

H LiJ I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title E l i z ab e t h Hu g h e s , a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i an 

organization T a l b o t C o u n t y P l a n n i n g 0 f f i c e date 8 /90 

street & number T a l b o t C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 8 2 2 - 2 0 3 0 

city or town Easton state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



T- 837 

Tilghman United Methodist Church description continued . 

The interior of the main structure is completely sheathed in pressed 
tin which is trimmed in gold paint. Almost all of the stained glass windows 
are dedicated to local people, and one on the altar was provided by the 
were. 
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