
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic R i v e r d a l e H o t e l o r R o d an d R e e l C l u b 

and/or common H a r r i s o n ' s Ch e s a p e a k e H o u s e 

2. Location 

street & number Route 3 3 

city, town Tilghman 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

__x_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T -849 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_x_ commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

Fifth 

_museum 
-----X- park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name L e v i n H a r r i s o n I I I , e t a l 

street & number Route 3 3 telephone no.: 886-2121 

city, town Tilghman state and zip code MD 21671 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 553 

street & number T a l b o t Co u n t y Co u r t h o u s e folio 4 72 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

_epository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. T-849 

Condition 
_excellent 
_Lgood 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
)\ unaltered 
_altered 

Check one 
____x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The R1\·erdale Hotel is located on the east side uf Route 33 bet\\ een 
\\.hart' Road and Dog\YOOd Co\·e Eoad \\"1th the rear of the house facing 
Dogwood CAe in the \"lliage o! Tiighman on Ttlghman lsland. Talbot Counr\-. 
\lan·tand The house faces \\·est \\"1th the principal gable oriented en J 

north/south axis 

Built in 1884 bY James Cooper. this t\\-c-s:ory. lrame !1ouse is clad :n 
weatherboard and alumrnum siding and roofeJ \\·it!1 asplJJ.lL sl1:ng1es 'j>f' 

original brick: pier foundation has been inf1Jled \\"itl1 cinderblocks. 

The \\·est 1mam1 facade of the primary \\·mg has a first floor cl.L'. ·-: 
the original weatherboard and sheltered b\· a full-\\·1dth screened rn r;1irch 
This fi':e baY facade has a centrai. si:.s-paneled door \1.-nh sidelights and a 
three !1g11t transom flanked by the original six -o\-er-six sash wmdo'-'·s 
horseshne 1s tacked ablWe tl!e entrance door T!1e secnnd t!oor 1~ fi~ h': t !\·e 
SLX-O\ er-st\ sash windo\\ s wJth blact lou\·ered shutters A. two-qon· molel 

\\·ing \\·as added to the south side or this \\·mg in the l qJ<Os. This cinderblucl\. 
additiun l1as one-oYer-one sash windcm·s and six panel doors. anJ is fini::l1ed 
·;, 1~1'1 1iuminum Siding on the second flour 

:\ t\\·o-and-a-half swr': sn ha\- ':--:ing was added to tl1e nortl1 uf ti1e 
primary 'nng around 1CJ12 This gable roof structure is clad in aluminum 
:;idmg and stepped for\\·ard from the primary \\·1ng The f1rst tloor has a 
one-s10n- flat rnoi aJdit10n \\"1th s1x e1ght-O\·er-e1gh1 sash \\·mdo\\·s \\·!th 
l!lach. louvered shutters. The second fioor 1s llt by six sn-<wer-sn sash 
wrndo\\·s The orig1nal dormers rn the upper hali stcirv \\·ere replaced 111 lhe 
l::ne 1980s follO\\·rng a lire Three gable roof dormers curremiY pierce the 
rooflme of the building .-\ one-story addition sns to the north of this w1r:g 
It is clad in aiummum $1drng and 1s ln by a hanh uf three nne-o';er-nne :-a'3l; 
u.-mdO\\-'S U.'ith hiacl-: iouvered shutters 

The north ele\·ation or the lg i 2 \\ ing 1:; obscured hy a i ire esc.ipe on 
lhe first floor Tl1e fire escape exit sen es JS the ce1HrJi l!ai. <J[ Uc: <-<LLli.. 

su1n- fla.nhed tJ\· SP>C>Yer-six sash \\·tndm\·s \\"ith ~lazeJ peak crn\\T: 
m{,ulrlin·~<:: Th•' <::e"<·-.nd fl<)"J'" (·1t ·hi<:: -~·icJ' 1 t1''n h·'<:: ., ··e·n•r,1 1 <-., •• ,,,~,,n,,l "· 1 1~,.i,.,, •. .. \.t .. l 5._ 1 .. \,.- ._ l. ........ ... .. _' L .... l .... "°l...t ~ '.'l ... , 44.,_ "4 -... ll i,,..l.i. )_.1.U.b\..J.i. .. u ... \\ -1 l\,,.t\_, ,\ 

and nne si...-: O\-er ::1:: :-as!1 \\·1ndow To ~he easl nf 1il1:: \\·ing is a IWO sron· 
ga~!e r<Y:f addition built m the l C)SOs for additional dining t'<H)ffi and r:1u:ci 



8. Significance Survey No. T-849 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

llreas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
__ archeology-historic _conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

- 1500-1599 __ agriculture _economics 
-~ architecture _ education 

_ literature _ sculpture 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_x 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Specific dates 

__ art 
_X_ commerce 
__ communications 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ military _ social/ 
_ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 
_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect J am e s C o o p e r 

A B _x_C D 

A B C D E F G 

national _state x_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

ln Ll1e 1850 cen~us William S. P1111lips \\·as listed as a farmer li\·ing on 
D(1~r-v\ uuJ Cm·e wit11 his famllY. In 1860. Phillips bought t111s 15 acre plot 
';;.·J1~c:1l ran -"'-est of Dog·\\-ood CoYe and east of the \farn Road called Steaiii 
:\1lH Lot for $650 from the farm of Wiillam _\l Covington. Five years later. 
Ph1iilps sold this land w \X-11liam P. Jackson who eventually gave it to his son. 
\\' dl1am James Jad.son . 

.:.,ccorJing w a .\Jay 22. I gg4 edrnon of the Ledger . \X- m James 
_lack ~on was h uildmg a large du.·eJling house on DC>g\\-ood CoYe with _lames H 
C:;oper as the hullder Around 19 l 2. \lrs. Jackson 1Susan 1 had Li1e L\\o-and­
a-t1alf ston· addit10n built to accornodate boarders who had been stayrng at 
the house since the l R90s. Tliese summer boarders came from cn1es suet, as 
Baltimore and Wash111gton. DC. and 'J..-oulct come for \\·ee~ends. \;,:eel~~ ur U1..; 

enttre summer season :\t t!ut ume the Jactson hoarding t1nuse '.1.:as Ln'Y.\-11 
as n1e R.1\-erdale Hotel .\ white paling !ence surrounded the property and 
hnctiing posts were located in front of the l1ouse. The approach IO the house 
'" J~ iined with apple trees and l)lack walnut trees \\-ere planted to the ~uu U1. 
TG U-1e nonh. a field of tomawes was usualh· cultivated for lhe cannrng 
f ac:c1ry 

The Ri,:erdale Hutel '~:as the main place for entertainment on the 
!slar,J in those days One Island resident remembers Samuel and Ed'h-a:·d 
'.enant p;aqng \·101111 and bass liddle v..-hen dances 'A-ere held 1111t1e tounge 
~ ;1ari1 useJ :.u stanu \\·here U1e Buddv Harrison house 1s located w the nortl1 
nr L11e Cl1e;:;apeak.e House cumple:x Here t11e !acksons operateJ a bee;r 
);a:-d t 11 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T -849 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

B LiJ l'=""°"""I -:-'"1 _____ 1 I I I I 

Zone Easting Northing 
I I I I I 

c Li._J ._I ~------- o LU l..__.._I ...__.-...._I ._I .......... __.__ .......... ..-..... 
E Li_J ._I ............... ___ _ 

F LU I _I ............. __.__ .......... ..-..... 
G Li_J ._I ............... __ ....._._ H LLJ I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title E 1 i z ab e t h Hu g h e s , a r c h i t e c t u r a 1 h i s t o r i an 

organization T a 1 b o t C o u n t y P 1 a n n i n g 0 f f i c e date 8/90 

street & number T a 1 b o t C o u n t Y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 822-2030 

city or town Easton state 
MO 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Riverdale Hotel description continued. 

space Louvered windows light the first floor and the second fioor has four 
banks of l.\VCI one-o,·er-one sash windows. 

Tt1e east elevatwn s nort11ern wmg has a porch which shelters the first 
story and serves as a walk\\·ay for the second story. Louvered windmv:: hghl 
the first floor and the second floor has a central entrance door flanked by 
two pairs of one-over-one sash windows A central. two-story. gable end 
\\·mg is currently being completed on this eastern elevation. The first floor 
has four sets of sliding glass doors and the second floor has six-over-six sash 
windO\vs and french doors. A brick patio and outdoor deck extend from the 
f1rst floor of this gable end addition. To the south of this addltion is a l 980s 
cmderblock and aluminum siding motel wmg with sn-pane1 doors and one­
over-one :3ash windows on the first and second floors. 

The south gable end of the motel wing is blind. Part of the south gable 
end of the primary wing 1s still v1s1ble in the breezeway which connects It to 
the modern motel There. cornice returns and cornerboard remnants are 
,-isible on the earlier \\ ing s southeast corner. T11e first floor of the 1912 
additions south elevation has an entrance door and one six-over-six sash 
'\\:indow The second floor and the attic story are l"loth ht by two six-over-sn 
:.::ash \VlndOWS. 

The original windo~"s of the primary wings eastern elevation remain 
':1s1ble on the interior of the southern bay as a bank of three s1x-over-Hx 
sash windO\\·s. The turned post banister and balustrade of this wing remains 
intact as i~ tl1e banister of the 1912 additwn. 

T-849 



T-849 

Riverdale Hotel statement of significance continued. 

The Eiverdale Hotel came into the possession of William Larry rn the 
1920s until the early 1930s \\·hen Will and Sadie Lowery acquired t11e 
propert~-. In 1942 Levin and Alice Harrison purchased the Ri\·erdale Hotel. 
'>•:hich was at that time called the Rod and Reel Club. The Riverdale Hotel is 
currently h.nown as Harrison s Chesapeake House. 
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