
Survey No. - -851 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common J . C . Har r i s o n Ho u s e o r J oh n n y H o t H o u s e 

2. Location 

street & number 

city, town Tilghman 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
___lS_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
---v-- being considered 

/\ not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__j(_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_X_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

Fifth 

__ museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Lor~a A. Stoffer and John T. Kinnamon 

street & number telephone no.: 886-2204 

city, town Tilghman state and zip code MD 21671 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ta 1 bot County C 1 erk o f Court liber 632 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 552 

city, town Easton state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. T -851 

Condition 
_ excellent 
~good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated -X- unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_ unexpoud 

Check one 
___x orlglnel .... 
_ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various element s as it exists today. 

The JC.Harrison house is located on the west side of a public way 
commonly called Doctor's or Reeser's Road, so named because Doctor Reeser 
once lived at the end of the road. This public way is on the south side of 
Gibsontown Road in the village of Tilghman on Tilghman Island. Talbot 
County, Maryland. The house faces east with the principal gable oriented on 
a north/south axis. 

Built around 1900, the eJterior of this frame, two-and-a-half story 
house is clad in asbestos shingles and the roof is covered in asphalt shingles. 
The house is supported by a brick pier foundation. 

The three bay east (main) facade has a screen porch across most of the 
first floor highly decorated with sawn saoll work and supported by turned 
posts 1dent1cal to those used at the Rest. The first floor is still sheathed m 
German siding and has a central door with a four light transom and 
sidelights. This door is flanked on the south by a pair of one-over-one sash 
windows and on the north by a three-sided, projecting bay with one-over­
one sash wmdows. The second story has three one-over-one sash windows 
with a central. projecting, rounded bay covered in sawtooth shingles. A cross 
gable over this central bay is also covered in sawtooth shingles and has a 
pomted-arch window inset. 

The north elevation has two one-over-one sash windows on the ftrst 
and second storys. This gable end is sheathed in sawtooth shingles at the 
attic story. An addition built around J 910 to the west of the primary wing 
has three six-over-six sash windows on the second story and two six-over­
six sash windows and a door across the first story of its north elevation. A 
second, one-story, gable roof addition is attached to the south end of the 
1910 structure and has two six-over-sll sash windows and an entrance door. 

The west elevation of the primary structure has one one-over-one 
sash window on both the first and second floors. The 1910 addition has 
cornice returns and the remains of cornerboard pilasters. An interior brick 
chimney pierces the roof of this gable end. The second, one-story addition is 
blind on its west gable end. 



8. Significance Survey No. T -851 

Period ANaa of S'9nlflcanoe--Chk and jualffr below 
- prehlatorlc 
_1400-1499 

- ercheology-prehlatorlc _community plennlng _ lendacepe erchltecture_ religion 
- •rcheology-hlatorlc _ CGnMrVetlon _ lew _ science 

~--1~1599 
__ 1806-1199 
_1700-1799 
_1806-1199 
---X 1~ 

x agriculture - economlca _ lltereture - sculpture 
_ erchltecture _ educetlon _ mHtt.ry _ IOClal/ 
- •rt _engineering _ mualc humenlterlan 
_commerce _ exploretlon/Httlement _ phlloaophy _ thuter 
_ communlcetlona _ lnduatry _ polltlc81govemment _ ~ 

_Invention _ ott. (apeclfy) 

Speclflod8te• 

check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B _llC _D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B _c _D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state _xlocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
SUpport. 

John Camper Harrison, nicknamed Johnny Hot, started the Tilghman 
Packing Company with his brother Oswald Harrison and S. Taylor in I 897. 
This house was built for him by William Catrup Nichols. his brother-in-Jaw, 
in 1900. His son, Dickie Harrison, eventually inherited the house, and used 
the rounded central bay on the second floor as his office. 

The j.C.Harrison house. like the Rest, is an unusually decorative design 
compared to others on Tilghman Island. Its growth is representative of the 
growth of the Tilghman Packing Company which remained one of the most 
important economic concerns on the Island until the early 1950s. This house 
served as a stylish showplace for one of Tilghman s major busmessmen. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T - 8 S 1 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

B w 1'::--'-:'.I :-'-! ___ ...._.I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

I I I I I 

c LU I~__.___. __ 

ELLJ ~I~--­
G LLJ I...__.__._.__.__ 

D L..Ll l_~I ____ 1 ! .............. _.__.. __ _ 
F LLJ I I I .............. _.__._.._..._ 
H LLJ I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title E l i z ab e t h H u g h e s , a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i an 

organization Talbot County Planning 0 ff ice date 8 /90 

street & number T a l b o t C o u n t y Co u r t h o u s e telephone 8 2 2 - 2 0 3 0 

city or town Easton state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



T- 851 

J . C. Harr i son House description cont i nued . 

Tbe south elevation of lhe primary wing is a three-sided bay with 
one-over-one sash windows on the first and second storys. The attic story 
gable end is sheathed in sawLooth shingles and supported by brackets. 
There are two quarter-round windows at the attic story. The south 
elevation of the J 910 addition is lit by three six-over-six sash windows at the 
second story and two entrance doors and three six-over-six sash windows at 
the first story. The eastern bay of this addition is a two-story pro1ectfon 
with a first floor entrance door. Part of this 1910 addition south elevation is 
clad in German siding. A porch extends across the first floor and becomes a 
screened porch across the second addition. 

The interior of the JC.Harrison house has two sets of oak pocket doors 
and a central, winding stairway which is rumored to have come from the 
Sharp's Island Hotel. 
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