Survey No. 1 _gg5

Magi No.

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common Red Men's Hall or Tilghman Volunteer Fire Department

2. Location

street & number Royute 33 ____not for publication
city, town Tilghman ___ vicinity of congressional district Fifth
state MD county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — _ public _— occupied —_ agriculture —— museum
X building(s) __~ private ____ unoccupied _____ commercial —_ park
— structure — both . work in progress — educational X private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment ___ religious

— object ____in process _X_ yes: restricted ____government —_ scientific

~— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial ___ transportation
not applicable ___no ____ military ____ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Tilghman Volunteer Fire Company
street & number telephone no.:
city,town Tilghman state and zip code MD 21671

5. Location of Legal Description

Talbot County Clerk of Court

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber

Talbot County Courthouse

street & number folio

> 'l —
city, town Tilgnman state

6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys

title

date —federal ___ state ____ county ___ local

pository for survey records

city, town state







8. Significance e Survey No. 7_gs5

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law —_ science
T 1500-1599 agriculture —_ economics — literature — sculpture
. _1600-1699 _ X architecture ___ education —__ military ___ sociall
17001799 __an engineering  __ music humanitarian
—1800-1899 ___ commerce ___exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

— invention —_ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B xC _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

— — — — — —

Level of Significance: _ national _ state _xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support. '

In the 1860s Tom Cryer built a hall on this site for the use of the
oystermen who had purchased property from his uncle, Captain Henry Cryer,
1o the north of Dogwood Cove. The first school classes held at Upper
Tilghman were held in the upper floor of this hall which Tom Cryer rented 1o
the school board for four dollars per month, At that time the lower floor was
operated as a store by Nick Long. This hall was destroyed by fire around
1896,

Sometime in the early 1900s, the Red Men's Hall was built on this site.
During the late1920s Mr. and Mrs. F. W. McCarty operated a store on the first
floor of the Hall, In 1938 il was purchased by the Tilghman's Island
Volunteer Fire Company and remodeled to suit their needs. Fire was a great
threat to the Island because of its isolation from such county services.
Canning factories and packing houses were particularly vulnerable to fire,
and the close proximity of frame homes in Tilghman allowed even the
smallest conflagration to spread guickly.

The site of the Red Men's Hall has been an important social point for
the village of Tilghman since the first structure was built there in the 1860s.
The fire company is vital to the community both because of the service it
provides and the social activities it sponsors. Although the hall itself is very
much changed, it remains a significant site for the entire Island.
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TILGHMAN'S FIRE HOUSE

From: Raymond R. Sinclair, The Tilghman's Island Story
(NeDesfpuy 19547 T2
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