
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common The Elms 

2. Location 

street & number Route 3 3 and Miss ion Ro ad 

city, town Tilghman 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

X not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

~atus 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
L_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T -85 8 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

Fifth 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Sh i r l e y G . lrJ a l t on 

street & number Route 33 telephone no.: 886-2173 

city, town Tilghman state and zip code MD 21671 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 4 73 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 708 

city, town Easton state MD 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. T- 858 

Condition 
- ••cellent 
_x gooct 
-. flllr 

Check one 
- deteriorated - unaltered 
_ ruins _x__ altered 
_ unexpoMd 

Cllecllone 
L e>r1g11•t11te 
_ moved date of move 

Pr epare both a summary par agr aph and a gener a l descr ipt ion of t he r esource and i t s 
various e l ements as i t exists t oday. 

The Elms is located on the northeast corner of Mission Road and Route 
33 in the village of Tilghman on Tilghman Island, Talbot County, MD. The 
house faces west. with the gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built around 1893. The films is clad in weatherboard and supported by 
a brick pier foundation. The roof of this two-story, frame house 1s covered 
in asphalt shingles. 

The five bay, west (main) facade has a central door with sidelights and 
a four Jig ht transom. A latticed portico wjth a scroll sawn balustrade 
shelters the entrance door and is flanked by a pair of s1x-over-s11 sash 
windows. On the second floor, there 1s a central, projecting, five-sided bay 
with a single four-over-four sash window on each side. A cross gable, clad in 
green shingles and supported by decorative brackets roofs this pro1ectmg 
bay and has an inset half round fanlight. The central bay is flanked by a 
pair of six-over-sil windows 

The north elevation of the primary wing, gabJe end has two four-hght 
windows at the attic story, cornice returns. and an interior brick chimney. 
An extensive addition extends from the rear of the primary wing to the east. 
The north elevation of this addition has an assortment of one-over-one, two
over-two. and six-over-sil sash windows on the first and second floors. 
There is an exterior chimney stack is located on the estern end of this 
addition. 

The east elevation of the primary wmg has one six-over-six sash 
wjndow on the first floor and two six-over-sil sash windows on the second 
floor. The east elevation gable end of the two-story addition has a one-story, 
gable roof addition on the first floor. This addition is connected to the main 
house by an enclosed breezeway and lit by six-over-six sash windows and a 
six light casement. There are two one-over-one sash windows to the north 
of this addition and one one-over-one sash window to the south. Two six
over-sb sash windows light the second story, and there are two four-light 
windows at the attic story. 



8. Significance Survey No. T-858 

Period 
_prehistoric 
_1400-1499 

.,..._,,,_ 1~1599 
- 1600-1699 

-x- 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific date• 

Areas of Significance-Check and Juatlfr below 
_archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc:heology-hlstorlc _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _literature _sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ mllltary _ soclal/ 
_art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _ exploratlon/uttlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ Industry _ poltUca/govemment _transportation 

_ Invention _ other {specify) 

Bullder/Archttect 

check: Ap-pllcable Criteria : A B X C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state ~local 

Prepare botb a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Elms was built by Charles James Howeth who came to Tilghman 
with hfa family from Poplar Island in J sq3, This property was purchased 
Jrom Charlotte Howeth by the current owners parents in 1928 and operated 
as a boarding house until the I 960s. 

The films got jts name from two large elm trees which stood m the 
front yard before they were taken by Elm blight. The ornate central bay of 
the fronl facade is distinctive. The house is large and rambling and situated 
on a generous portion of ground in the center of the village of Tilghman. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T -858 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

I 1 I 1 I 
Northing 

0 Wl ~ ...... 1...,...., ___ 1 I I I I 

Zone Easting Northing 

c Li_J IL-...1....~ ......... '""""-' 
E LU IL-...1....~ ......... ........ 

oLJJ ~! ~l....__ ......... _I ~! ..__.__.__--.i~ 
F LLJ ..... I ............................ __ ........ _ 

G LU !..__.___.___.. __ H LLJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title E l i z a b e t h Hu g h e s , a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i an 

organization Talbot County Planning Off ice date 8/90 

street & number Ta l b o t C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 8 2 2 - 2 0 3 0 

city or town Easton state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



T-858 

The Elms description continued. 

The south elevation has a full length porch, enclosed in J 943. Ht by 
six-over-one sash windows and two entrance doors. The windows are 
grouped as five ban.ks of three windows. Seven six-over-six sush wJndow~ 
stretch across the second stmy. The two western bays of this elevation act 
as the south gable end of the primary wing. This section has two four-light 
windows in the attic story, cornice returns, and an interior brick chimney. 

There are three outbuildings on the property which were formerly 
used to house boarders which are currently being used for storage. There is 
one three room. shed roof structure clad in vertical siding and lit by three 
six-light casement windows and three doors on the south side. A second 
three room outbuilding has a gable roof and is lit by three banks of two SlI

over-siJ sash windows and three doors. The third outbuilding is a one-and
a-half story cinderblock garage with dormer windows which has seven 
bedrooms. 
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