T-953 c. 1890, c. 1920
Samuel W. Bratt House
Oxford
Private
The two-and-a-half story frame house that stands on the north side of the Academy House
dates to the last decade of the 19th century. Built with a center hall/single-pile plan and
Victorian interior woodwork, the house was the residence of Samuel W. and Fanny M.
Bratt during the first decades of the 20th century. The closed stringer, turned balusier
staircase and the Victorian mantel in the dining room are architectural features that place
initial construction around 1890. Standing in the backyard is a brick nogged frame
smokehouse that predates the house and was probably one of the dometic outbuildings
built behind the Academy House next docr. Brick nogging and mature cut nails indicate
that it was erected around 1850.

Samuel W. Bratt, one of seven children to grow up on the property now known as
the Academy House, had not been conceived when his parents, Samuel and Mary A.
Bratt, acquired the Maryland Military Academy property from trustees Tench Tilghman,
John W. Cheezum, and Richard Thomas In 1864 the couple bought a string of lots
along Morris Street, and three years later they acquired another lot that completed their
purchase. Situated on the property was the stately two-story Greek Revival dwelling. By
1870, Samuel Bratt and his wife Mary are listed in the Ninth U. S. Census with six
children as well as Rose Collins, a black servant and Joseph Plummer, a 30-year old

sailor. Samuel is listed as a three-year old. In 1904 Samuel W. Bratt purchased the

Oxford house and lots from the executor of his mother for $7,500. Accoicding to the
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Sanborn Insurance maps a house does not appear on this lot until 1919, indicating that
Samuel W. Bratt more than likely moved an older house to this site. Three years later, in

December 1922, the house and lot were sold Herbert R. and Wilsie Smith Gibson.
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RESQURCE NAME: Samuel Bratt House

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: T-953

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE .PLAN DATA

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore
3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Urban-Industrial Dominance
1870-1930
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. Resource Type(s): Single-family dwelling
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Magi No,
DOE yes no

1. Name

(indicate preferred name)

historic

Samuel W. Bratt House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

207 North Morris Street

____ not for publication

city, town Oxford ____ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —__ public X occupied ___ agriculture . museum
_X_ building(s) _X_ private —___unoccupied —__ commercial ____park
— structure ___ both ____work in progress __ educational _X_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment . religious

__ object —___in process — 3z yes: restricted —_ government —__ scientific

— being considered ——_ yes: unrestricted — industrial transportation
% not applicable ——_no —__ military ___ other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses

of all owners)

name Mr. and Mrs. Claude F. Brice, Jr.

street & number 207 North Morris Street telephone no.:

city, town Oxford state and zip code MD 21654

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 817

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 580

city, town Easton state MD 21601

6. Representation in Existing =mistorical surveys

title

date — federal ___ _state ___county ___ local
pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. T-953
Cg(ndition Check one Check one

— " excellent ___ deteriorated ___ unaltered ____ original site

—_good — ruins X altered _* moved date of move c. 1890-1919
_ fair _ __ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

various elements as it exists today.

The Samuel W. Bratt house is located at 207 North Morris Street in the center of Oxford,
Talbot County, Maryland. The two-and-a-half story, three-bay frame house faces east
with the principal gable roof oriented on a north/south axis.

Estimated to date around 1890 and moved to this site by 1919, the two-story,
center hall, single-pile dweiling is supported on a brick foundation with an excavated
cellar. The exterior is clad with a combination of German siding, wood shingles, and
vinyl siding. Covering the steeply pitched roof is a layer of asphalt shingles. Extending
to the rear is a two-story, one-room plan wing, which has been enlarged by single story
and two-story additions. Standing behind the house is a brick-nogged frame smokehouse
that dates to the mid 19th century.

The east (main) elevation is a symmetrical three-bay facade with a center entrance
and paired two-over-two sash windows to each side. The modern six-panei door is
framed by original sidelights and transom. A Victorian bed molding is fixed under the
transom window. The paired windows to each side are flanked by louvered shutters.
Sheltering the first floor is a Tuscan columned hip roof porch covered with a seamed tin
roof. Extending outward in front of the house is a brick sidewalk augmented by a small
concrete section in front of the brick stoop. Scratched in the concrete is the name
“Samuel Bratt.” The second floor of the east elevation is dominated by a projecting five-
sided bay window, which rests atop the porch roof. The bay window is covered by a
cross gable pierced by a diamond-shaped window. The bay window is flanked by paired
two-over-two sash windows that have louvered shutters. Finishing the base of the roof is
a boxed cornice.

The north and south gable ends are largely alike with German siding and pairs of
six-over-one sash windows lighting the first and second floors. The windows flank
interior end brick chimneys, which pierce each gable end. Evidence found in the attic
indicates that the roof was rebuilt around 1920-30, and the gable ends were enclosed with
triangular pediments. Each tympanum is covered with a layer of wood shingles, and the
attic is lighted by pairs of two-over-two sash windows.

The west (rear) wall of the front block is largely covered by the two-story, one-
room plan rear wing, which has been extended by two-story and single story additions.
The rear walls of the house are covered with vinyl siding that imitates the profile of
Cerman siding.

The interior of the house follows a center passage/single-pile plan with a closed
stringer staircase rising against the north wail of the passage. Turned newel and landing
posts have ball finials and rectangular balusters support a molded handrail. The exposed
surface of the closed stringer is molded. Around 1920-30 the parlor door opening in the
south passage wall was enlarged and decorated with Ionic columns supported on low
knee-high walls. The parlor mantel in the south room has been redesigned in a Colonial
Revival manner with raised-panel woodwork. The mantel in the north room dates from
the late 19th century and features mass-produced Victorian brackets and ornament. The
cellar stair is accessed through a beaded board door.

(Continued)



8. Significance Survey No. T-953

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
____ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
— —1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___ conservation —— law —__ science
1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics — literature — scuipture
__1600-1699 ___ architecture ___ education —__ military — social/
17001799 ___ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian
_x 1800-1899 ____ commerce ___ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
1900~ - communications —__ industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B XC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _Xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.  The two-and-a-half story frame house that stands on the north side of the Academy House

dates to the last decade of the 19th century. Built with a center hall/single-pile plan and
Victorian interior woodwork, the house was the residence of Samuel W. and Fanny M.
Bratt during the first decades of the 20th century. The closed stringer, turned baluster
staircase and the Victorian mantel in the dining room are architectural features that place
initial construction around 1890. Standing in the backyard is a brick nogged frame
smokehouse that predates the house and was probably one of the dometic outbuildings
built behind the Academy House next door. Brick nogging and mature cut nails indicate
that it was erected around 1850.

Samuel W. Bratt, one of seven children to grow up on the property now known as
the Academy House, had not been conceived when his parents, Samuel and Mary A.
Bratt, acquired the Maryland Military Academy property from trustees Tench Tilghman,
John W. Cheezum, and Richard Thomas.' In 1864 the coupie bought a string of lots
along Morris Street, and three years later they acquired another lot that completed their
purchase. Situated on the property was the stately two-story Greek Revival dwelling. By
1870, Samuel Bratt and his wife Mary are listed in the Ninth U. S. Census with six
children as well as Rose Collins, a black servant and Joseph Plummer, a 30-year old
sailor.” Samuel is listed as a three-year old. In 1904 Samuel W. Bratt purchased the
Oxford house and lots from the executor of his mother for $7,500. According to the
Sanborn Insurance maps a house does not appear on this lot until 1919, indicating that
Samuel W. Bratt more than likely moved an older house to this site.* Three years later, in
December 1922, the house and lot were sold Herbert R. and Wilsie Smith Gibson.”

' Talbot County Land Record, STH 71/238, 23 August 1864.

* Ninth Census of the United States (1870) Population Schedule for Talbot County,
transcribed by Helen E. Seymour, 1996.

? Talbot County Land Record, FGW 141/375, 22 January 1904.
* Sanborn Insurance Map, 1919, Maryland State Archives.

> Talbot County Land Record, CBL 194/313, 26 December 1922.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-953

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 4/16/98

street & number P- O. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094
Westover state MD 21871

city or town

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
: DHCP/DHCD

100 CONIVUNITY PLACE
CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023
aryland 21401 ~~. 514-7600

return to: Maryland Historical Tr
Shaw House

PS-2746



7.1 DESCRIPTION

Samuel W. Bratt House, T-953
207 North Morris Street

Oxford, Talbot County, Maryland

The second floor is divided by a center passage with two rcoms to the south and a
bedroom and bathroom to the south. Four-panel doors are framed by beveled edge
backband surrounds. The attic is unfinished. The common rafter roof framing has been
reworked with extensions added to rafter ends and oid German siding used as nailers.
The framing members are joined by wire nails. It appears the roof was rebuilt during the
1520s and the German siding that was stripped from the gable ends was reused as nailers.

Located in the back vards is a gable-roofed frame smokehouse that predates the
house and may have been formerly located behind the Academy House next door. Now
located along the north fence line, the smokehouse used to stand off the southwest corner
of this house before being relocated to its present site. Supported on a brick pier
foundation, the exterior is sheathed with a combination of German siding and piain
weatherboards. The steenly pitched gable roof is covered with asphait shingles. Piercing
the east (main) wall is a board and batten door pierced by large key holes. The wooden
lock has been removed. The spaces between the framing is filied with brick nogging.
The interior has been reworked but the undersides of the rafters and nailers are covered in
black soot typical of smokehouses. For a period this building housed a Delco generator.



T-952
Samuel W. Bratt House
207 North Morris Street

Oxford, Talbot County, Marvland

Chain of title
Map 400 Parcel 694

817/586

12/8/1995

JTB 5306/102

12/29/1978

JTB 481/381

2/11/1974

JTB 352/116

12/24/1958

Claude F. Brice, Ir.
Evelyn W. Brice

to

Claude F. Brice, Jr. and Evelyn W. Brice as Trustees
of Evelyn W. Brice Trust

Wilsie Smith Gibson
10
Claude F. Brice, Jr.
Evelyn W. Brice
Martha Ellen Gibson Kousculas and
Eetty Ann Gibson Lee
(o]

Wilsie Smith Gibson

Harry E. Clark and Ellen C. Clark
0

Martha Ellen Gibson Kousoulas and
Betty Anne Gibson Lee



T-953 Page 2
Samuel W. Bratt House

207 North Morris Street

Oxford, Talbot County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

JTB 252/113 Wilsie Smith Gibson
to
12/24/1958 Harry E. Clark and Filen C. Clark
CBL 194/313 Samuel W. Brait and Fanny M. Bratt
to
12/26/1922 Herbert R. Gibson and Wilsie Smith Gibson

40" x 187" lot with 18'alley

FGW 141/375 Alfred Smith et al. Executors of Mary A. Bratt
©
1/22/1504 Samue! W. Bratt

$7,500 lands bounded on the north by the
property of Mrs. William H. Seth and
on the South by the property of H. B.
Brart...Lot numbers 38, 39, 40, 41, 42.
and 43

(Second deed from Eugenia H. Bratt,
3/23/1904, FGW 141/412, ground rent)



753
T-358 Page 3
Samuel W. Bratt House
207 North Morris Stree:
Oxford, Talbot County, Maryland
Chain of title continued

STH 74/276 Tench Tilghman and Anna M. Tilghman
11/27/1867 Mary A. Bratt (wife of Samuel Bratt)

Let 75 as indicated on plat drawn by B. F. Johns,
Lot 38 as indicated on plat drawn by Phil Helmsley
5 perches along Morris Street through to Tred Avon

STH 71/238 Tench Tilghman, Johr W. Cheezum, Richard Thomas
Trustzes of IMaryland Milizary Academy Company
0
/23/1864 Mary Ann Brait
$2,850.00

Lots 40, 41, 42, 43 or on later plat 77, 78, 79, 80



e AN

MORRIS

bran

i

— iy
L =

T-953
Samuel Bratt House
207 North Morris Street

Oxford, Talbot County, Maryland
1896
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T-~-953
Samuel Bratt House
207 North Morris Street
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