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DNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Western Mru:yland Railway .Station 

fEILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Bw:hans Boulevard, between Washington and Franklin s~PUBLICATION 
CITY.TOWN 

HagerstCMn 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

-PUBLIC 

~RIVA TE 

_ VICINITY OF 

CODE 

24 

STATUS 
XocCUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

3 
COUNTY CODE 

Washington 034 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE 

-COMMERCIAL 

-MUSEUM 

_PARK 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

X.BUILDINGISI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 
_BOTH • _WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_OBJECT 

PUBLIC ACQU!SITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS --.YES: RESTRICTED 

~EING CONSIDERED _:_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

-DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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-GOVl;RNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 
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-MILITARY 
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CITY. TOWN 
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STATE 

Matyland 

1:1LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Washington Comity Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

95 WestWashlngton·st:reet 
CITY. lOWN STATE 

HagerstCMn Mru:yland 
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CITY. TOWN STATE 
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ttJd DE5GKlt' I 1QI'1 . . 
_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE. 

~UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE-~-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL:. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The \'JP..stern Maryland Railway Station In Hagerstc:Mn, Washington County, stands on 
the easterly side of Burhans Boulevard and the westerly side of McPherson Street, 
approximately five blocks west of Public Square, between 'West Washington Street 
(P.S. Route 40} and West Franklin Street. 

'Ille station is a strtilghtf~, oomercial style.structure built in 1913. It is 
two MCI a half storlm; in height.and has a ltlp roof with &:>~mw ~Brick in am
struction with a stone base, the building is eleven bays long and three bays wide 
and m=asures approximately 156 feet. by' ·39 feet·. A massive,· nodillianed oornice 
with stone disks defining each bay encircles the. structure." The .. building is also 
encircled. by a one sto:i:::y p::>rch that haS a cantilevered roof an the· south,· east, and 
north sides anQ. :round metal columns on the West side '(now Bw:hans Boulevard) where 
the trains originally unloaded.. 

'Ille rcx::>f is pierced by twelve ao:me:rs with brick facing and four tall chimneys. 'lhe 
end facades' of three bays have one d:rnrer' over' the' central bay. On the longer or 
east and west facades, three do:oners are locateddii:ect.ly over the three Central 
bays. There ·are also single ao:me:rs above the· bays located· second in fxan· the outer 
edges of the building. Two. chimneys are situated on eadl of the' long facades flank.-mg the three' central do.nna:rs.. . 

'fue bays are defined by seg:rcentally arched recessed panels which extend fran the 
~ first to. the seo:>nd stozy. With.iii each panel on the first floor are double win:.. 

dcWs with doUble~hung wooden sashes'.. 'Ille' second stor.y has tripartite wi.ndcMs with 
. transoms which follew the· s.eg:rcentally ardled panels. 

The station is
1 

structurally sound and basically unaltered in.its exterior appear
ance. 'Ille building is DCM being used for offices and stor,age. 'lhe railroad 
tracks presently .run along the east side of.McPherson Street·. 

! 
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~PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

.• 1 500-1599 .......AGRIClJLTURE _ECONOMICS -LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600·1699 · ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _Mt LIT ARY _SOCIAL/liUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 

-1800-1899 

X-1900-

__ART 

X COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 1913 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC . 

_EXPLORATION/SETilEMENT I 1 • ..:wPHlLOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY • _PO.LITICSIGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION. 

BU I LOER/ ARCHITECT 

·_THEATER 

-'.LTRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Westem Ma.r);land ~l~ Sta.ti.on ~ ~e.rS~. ~ ~- 19_13 ~~c;ture. wltlc:h :ts sign.U~ 
cant for its. hiSt.o:ty' and · arcfu...'tecture. · ·Erecl:ed· ap a, pa;r;t o~ . the'.--;rai:lway·'-s .1912 Im
provanent Program, the. Statl.'on is- m::murrental in.· scale· and . expresSe.s ·.the. f\mctionalist 
concepts which. i.Uflqenred Alrerican circhitecb.ire at the. turn of the. twentieth centm:y. 

By 1912, the Western Mary-land Railroad had beOO:re a busi1' trunk line linking the Great 
Lakes, the Midwest, and the. Coal fields of West Virgwa with the eastern seatoard, 
(Williams,· p. · 89. I. '!he. rai:lroa.d was cll.a.i:te:red. in °1852 and was acquired. in 1902 by . the 
Fuller Syndicate,· an affill.'ate of the. Gould ra:t:li:oad i:nterests. In 1906, the Westem 
Mal::yland reached C:Umberland, .Allegany Cotmty. Within. the decade the l:oad st.retched to 
Connellsville, near Pittsburgh,. Where it conriectecl with the- -Pi ttsbu:cgh and Lake. Erie 

·Railroad, tying it into the b_ig eastern and westem systems. · · 
. . 

The fom:-fourth arumal report, issued in 1906, armounred plans to relocate the MaJ:yland 
~ division Shops in Hagerstown because of the· city's geographically central location in 

the division. 'Ihe old division shops at Union Bridge· were antiquated and no longer_ ... 
adequate to handle the repairs. ·~ .. ) 

. Opening the line to Connellsville ~a·th.~.·~~~t ~~~ase.in business necessitated 
the rehabilitation of the tracks and te.nninals. '!he Work was kn.oim as· the 1912 Inprove
Jren.t l?:i::ogram and consisted of new yards and buildings, passenger and freight tenninals, 
and bridges and sidings. (Williams,· p. 102.) · · 

Another station which was built as a part of the 1912 ·rnproverrent Program is located in 
Cumberland. 'lhe Cmrberland station, listed on the National Register, is architecturally 
similar to the Hagerstown station although the latter is larger by two 1Ja¥s, built of a 
different color brick, and has slightly different winaaws in the bays. 

The Hagerstown station is presently used for storage and offices.. The tracks, originally 
located to the west of the station, we:.ce rerroved in the late 1950 's when Bw:hans Boule
vard was built. ·'!he City of Hage:rstown is negotiating to purchase the Westem Mal:yland 
Railway Station for conversion to polioo departrrent.offices. · 



1 0MAJOR EIBtIOGRAPHICAL REF·t."'RKN-C-ES 

Daily Mail, :Iase.rstavn, Md. (15 July 1975}. 

Washington Cnnty Historical Socie.ty, files. Miller House, Ha.gersta.·m, Md. 

~. Williarrs, H.a:old A. · The Western Maryland Railway ·story. Balt.im:>re: 
Western~land Railway Co., 1952 •. 

mJGEOGRAPIDCALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOM!taTED PROPERTY 126 1 

X 489 1 

UTM REFERENCES 

A LLJ LJa. I I -- L I Lt_J,~ ... ...._t_l_.,.t..,._ . ...,L-' 
ZONE ~A$fHG NOFftHiNG 

cLJ_J l I ., I 1 , I I , I , I ' ' 

aLt_J LL,+.-::-7"'.1 .-1 _I I , I , I 
ZONS EASrlNG NORTHING 

oL.i_J I I 1 I I I 1 I ' I 
VERBAL BOUNl:ARY DESCRIPTION 

'!he properqmeasures appmxiroately 126' x 489' and occupies the entire block 
,fanned by Brrhans Boulevard on the west, McPherson Street on the east, West 
Washington 3i:reet on the south, and \\est Franklin Street on the north. 

LIST ALL SATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

/-mFoRM PRElARED BY swo 
NAME/TITLE 

:Ronald L. A!rlrews, Historic Preservation Consultant 
DAH 

ORGANIZATION (301) 731-3200, ext. 6885 
City of Ha~tcwn 29 August 1975 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Hagerstc:Mn Maryland 21740 

iESTATE HISfORICPRESERVATJON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIOIAL_ STATE __ LOCAL __ 

As the designated Sta Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665).1 

hereby nominate this:;)foperty for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and proceduf'l!llset forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRE£RVATIClN OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY " /: :o 

I HEA~BY CERTl~Tl:iAT THIS PROPERTY IS iNCLUDED IN THE NATlONAL REGISTER .. 

DIRECTOR. OFFIQtOF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION -
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Control by USGS, USC&GS, and USCE 

Topography froin aerial photographs by stereophotogrammetric 
methods. Aerial photographs taken 1943 
Culture revised by the Geological Survey 1953 

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grids based on Maryland coordinate system 
and Pennsylvania coordinate system, south zone 

Red tint indicates area in which only 
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l '43' 
31Mll.S 

UTM GRID .. NO 1971 MAGNETIC NORTH 
OECl.INATION .. T CENTER or, SHEEr 



···u;~JTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR t ·· ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

~'k_ ~ONAL .REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

,· .... : 

AECEIVEO . ,:' 

DATE E~T~RED '. 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Western Ma.iyland Railway Station 

BLOCATION 
STREET Iii NUMBER 

'Bw:hans Boulevard, between Washington and Franklin s~ PUBLICATION 

CITY.TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Hagerstam 
STATE 

Maryland 

Ell CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

.X.BUILOING(S) MRIVATE 

-STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACOUISrTION 

,- _OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

Z8EING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

VICINITY OF 

CODE 

24 

STATUS 

XoccuP1ED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
__ YES: RESTRICTED 

. _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

ANO 

3 
COUNTY CODE 

Washington 034 

PRESENT USE 

___AGRICULTURE 

'· -COMMERCIAL 

-EDUCATIONAL 

-ENTERTAINMENT 

-GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

_PARIC 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-RELIGIOUS 

--SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

~OTHER: Offices& 
s:tnrage 

NAMEChessie System, Real Estate and Industrial Deyeloprrent Departrrent 

STREET Iii NUMBER 
2 North Charles Street 

CITY. TOWN 
Baltinore _ lflCINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

fEILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
I , 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

1 / 

Washington County Courthouse 
STREET Iii NUMBER 

95 West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Hagerst.ONn Maryland 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

c _FEDERAL -.STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

01:.POSITORY FOR 
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CITY. TOWN STATE 



_EXCELLENT . . 
.X.GOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE. 

JLUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE l,J"A-i.tAG-~~ 
.J:LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

(.,,---------=o-=E--S7CR::-:l-:-B __ E_T_H_E _P_R-ES_E_N_T_A_N_D_O_R_l_G_IN_A_l_· (-, F_K_N_O_W_N)_P_H_Y_S_IC_A_l_A_P_P_E_A_RA_N_C_E _____ ...;._ __ 

c 

The yp_stern .Maryland Railway Station 'in Hagerstown, Washington County', stands an 
the easterly side of f3url1ans Boulevard and the westerly side of McPherson Street, .. 
approximately five blocks west of Public Square,· between West Washington Street 
(U.S. :Route 40} and West Franklin Street. 

'lhe station is a straightforward, camercial style.structure built in. 1913. It is 
two and a half stories in height. and has a hip roof with Cbnrers. ·Brick in a:m
struction with a stone base, the· building is eleven bays long and three bays wide 
and measures approxinately 156 feet·. by. ·39 feet·. A massive,· mxlillioned cornice 
with stone disks de£ining each bay encircles the·.st.ructure." The .. building is also 
encircled by a one stm::y porch that has a cantilevered :r:oof an the. South,· east, and 
north sides anc~ round metal oolumns on the· West side "{nCM Bm:hans Boulevard) Whe:re 
the trains originally unloaded. · 

'lhe roof is pierced by twelve cbrners with brick facing and four tail chimneys. 'lhe 
end facades of tlu:ee bays have one do:rmer' over' the' eentral bay. On the' longer or 
east and west facades, three. do:r:rrers are located directly over the three Central 
bays. '1he.re ·are also single darners above the· beys located· secbnd in fn:m the outer 
edges of the building. Two chimneys are situated on eadl. of the· long faca&=s flank-
fug the three· rential do.:l::Ire.rs • · · 

'lhe bays are defined by. segrrentally ardied recessed panels whiCh extend :fran the 
first to the sed:>nd .stocy. With.in eadl panel on the first floor are double wm:.. 
&:Ms with doUble-hung wooden sashes·.· 'lhe· seoond story ha5 tripartite windCMS with 
transons which follaw the. s_egm=ntally arched panels. 

The station is
1 

structurally sound and basically unaltered in.its exterior a~ 
anoe •. 'lhe building is ncM being used for offices and storage. 'lhe railroad 
tracks presently .run along the east side of· McPherson Street·. 

I 
, i I 



PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

., _PREHISTORIC 

_1400·1499 
( __ 1500·1599 

.1600-1699 

_1700·1799 

_1800-1899 

X-1900· 

_ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY·HfSTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

· ~RCHfTECTURE 

_ART 

~COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 1913 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC . 

• -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

._THEATER 

_EXPLORATIONISETILEMENT • 1...!.JPHILOSOPHY - . .Ji. TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION. 

·_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

The Western Ma.IJ;la.nd Ra,il~ $ta,4"'on ~ ~er5tcMp...~ C\.1~13 ~t;t;u.¢ure.. which. is signU~~ 
cant for its. hi:Story-. an.a a.rclu..'teci:.tire .. · :Erecl:eer as a. ~ ~~ . tne.:·~way-'-s. 19l2 JJtr 
p:rovenent Program, tl'le. Statl..'on :ls- nnnurcental in: sea.le· and expres5es·. the· functionalist 
CXJncepts ~ch. iirflueni:::ed ·lmerlcan arcltltecttlre. at t:n.e. turn of the. twentieth centu:cx. 

By 1912 I the Western Mal:yland Railroad bad beCCJ:re. a busy' trunk line linking the. Great 
Lakes, the Midwest, and the. Coal fields of West V.i;rg.inl.'a with the. eastern seaboard, . 
(Williams,· p. · 89. I 'lhe. ra:tll::oad was charle.recr in 1852 and was a~· in 1902 by. the 
Fuller Syndicate,' an affi'lrate of tne.··c:ould railroad :interests. In 1906, the Westexn 
Maeyland reached Crini:>erland, All:egany Cotmty. Within the &ca.de the road stretched to 
Connellsville, near Pittsburgh,. where it c:x::mriected-with the -Pittsburgh and Lake.Erie 
Rail.road, tying it into the b_ig eastern and western syst.emS. · · 

. . 
The foey-fourth annual repbrt, issued in 1906, announced.plans to relocate the Maryland 
divisi.ori Shops in Hagersta.m because of the· city's. ge:ographically-central location in 

r--':le division. 'lhe old division shops at Union Bridge were antiquated and no longer ... 
1 ddequate to handle the repairs. ·- ··· 

.... -· ... ··-~ ..... .. .: .~ -~ , ........ 
Opening-the line to Connellsville and the· oonsequent increase.in business necessitated 
the rehabilitation of the tracks and tenni.nals. 'Ihe- \vork was knc:Mn as the 1912 Inprove
nent Program and consisted of new yards and buildings, passenger and freight te.nninals, 
and bridges and sidings. (Williams,· p. 102.} -

Another station which was built as a part of the 1912 ·:rrrp:rovem:mt Program is located in 
Currberland. 'Ihe CUrrberland station, listed on the National Register, is architecturally 
similar to the Hagersb::Mn station although the latter is larger by two bays, built of a 
different oolor brick, and has slightly different wind:Ms in the bays. 

The Hagerstown station is presently used for storage and offi~. The tracks, originally 
located to the west of the station, were renoved' in the· late 19SO's when Burllans Poul~ 
vard was built. 'lhe City of HagerstcMn is negotiating to purchase the Westem Mat:yland 
Railway Station ;for cx>nversion to police depart:m:mt offices. 



f'l'.W:1V ii1'"U<w"· 
-\}OR BIBLI OGH.APHI CAL .K.E.FE.t<.t;N t_;r;::, 

Dtlly ~l, :ragerstcwn, Mel. (15 July 1975). 

~. Washington C:mrty Historical Society, files. Miller House, Hagerstomi, Md. 

Williarrs, Ha:old A.· ·nie Western Ma.xyland ·Railway ·sto;r.y. Baltinore: 
~stern .!al:yland Railway Co., 1952. . 
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'lhe prope.rt;;- neasures approx:i..rrately 126 1 x 489' and occupies the entire block 
fonned by Brrhans Boulevard on the Vle.St, .McPherson Street on the· east, West 1 

Washington ~eet on the south, and ~st Franklin Street on tiie north. 

LIST All !>ATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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CITY~R TOWN STATE 

HagerstcMn Maryland 21740 

mJSTATE HISfORICPRESERVATJON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIOtAL_ I 
. ' I 

·STATE __ LOCAL __ 

As the designated Stae Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665).1 

hereby nominate this:>roperty for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedursset forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRBiiRVATIC>N OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY ·· . ··· ' 
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WILLIAMSPORT 4.3 Ml. 
MARTINSBURG. W. VA.19 Ml. 

Mapped by Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army 
Edited and published by the Geological Survey 

~Control by USGS, USC&GS, and USCE 

" fopography from aerial photographs by stereophotogrammetric 
methods. Aerial photographs taken 1943 
Culture revised by the Geological Survey 1953 

Po!yconic projection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grids based on Maryland coordinate system 
and Pennsylvania coordinate system, south zone 
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HAGERSTOWN LANDMARKS RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY 

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties # WA-HAG-2 

Property Name/Address: Western Maryland Railway Station, Burhans Blvd. between 
Franklin and Washington streets, Hagerstown, Maryland 

Description/Significance: Constructed in 1913, the station is a 2¥2-story hip-roofed 
brick building, reflecting the influence of the Commercial Style of the early 20th 
century and featuring overscaled Classical detailing. A one-story porch encircles the 
station. The building reflects the importance of the Western Maryland Railway's 
presence in Hagerstown. The city's central location inspired the company to move 
its Maryland division shops to Hagerstown in 1906. Expansion of service westward 
to Cumberland and the Pittsburgh area resulted in a comprehensive upgrading of 
facilities called the 1912 Improvement Program. The Hagerstown station was one of 
the products of this program. It was recently rehabilitated for its current use as 
Hagerstown Police Headquarters. Listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

I. Geographic Organization: Western Maryland 
II. Chronological/Developmental Period( s ): 

.~ Industrial/Urban Dominance, 1870-1930 
III. Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme( s ): 

Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community Planning 
Transportation 

IV. Resource Type 
Category: Building 
Historic Environment: Urban 
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

TRANSPORTATION/rail-related 
Known Design Source: Unknown 

Form Prepared by: Peter E. Kurtze 
109 Brandon Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21212 
August 15, 1991 



II ·• 
\ ·. I 

• r 
\ 

I ''i - '~ . 

I: _;.. :::::'..__ 
-~, :.:::.·?·::~::.~:\· __ ; ;~i .. 

\ ::·:~'.~~ \·~:-.·~:1-:: :::: 

) 

WA-HAG-2 
Western Md. Railway Station 
Burhans Blvd. between Franklin & 
Washington sts. 

Hagerstown, Washington Co., Md. 
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