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ABSTRACT

Knights of Pythias Castle 1907
16-18 West Franklin Street

Hagerstown

Washington County

Known historically as the Knights of Pythias Castle, 16-18
West Franklin Street 1s a Renaissance or (Georgian Revival
commercial building of brick construction and three stories in
height. The principal facade (south side) has an order of six giant
pilasters resting on a base formed by the first floor. The building
was erected in 1907 for the Knights of Pythias, whose name is still
vigible above the main entrance on the street level. The present
owners acquired the property in 194). Although the windows and
doors were replaced im recent years, the building retains most of
its original features and is a strong, visible force in Hagerstown's
architectural heritage.’
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16-18 West Franklin Street

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Knights of Pythias Castle

STREET AND NUMBER:

16-18 West Franklin Street

CTITY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown

STATE COUNTY:

| Maryland Washington

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS :
(Check One) OWNERSHIP u TO THE PUBLIC
[} District Building | Public Public Acquisifion: ‘K] Occupied Yes:
1 Site 0 Structure KX Private [ tn Process [J Unoccupied O Restricted
7 Object {0 Both [] Being Considered [ Preservation work [ Unrestricted
in progress |EKJ No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) N
{1 Agricultural [0 Government [ Park {TJ Transportation Co!nmonn
X] Commercial [ industrial [ Private Residence [] Other (Specity) 0__fflC€S
[[] Educational 3 Military [J Religious
[T Entertainment O Museum {1 Scientific

WNER'S N AME:

Amalgamated Local #8L2, U.A.W.C.I.0. of Hagerstown

STREET AND NUMBER:

16-18 West Franklin Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Hagerstown

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Washington County Courthouse

_ISTREET AND NUMBER:

95 West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown ‘ Maryland
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: {7} Federal ] State [0 County [ Lecal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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X] Excellent [ Good [ Fair [0 Deteriorated [J Ruins [ ‘Unexposed
CONDITION .
(Check One) (Check One)
X] Altered 1 Uncltered ] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

16-18 West Franklin Street in Hagerstown, Washington County,
stands on the north side of the street in the eastern half of the block
formed by Potomac and Jonathan Streets.

The building is a 1907 commercial structure with a Renaissance
Revival street facade (south side). Three stories in height with a
rectangular front extending above the roof line, the building is
constructed of brick with stone trim. It sits tight to the sidewalk but
is free of the neighboring buildings. The street elevation is
symmetrically arranged with three bays on the first floor and five on
each of the upper levels. The upper bays are separated by six flat
pilasters that extend the height of the two floors. The facade is
crowned with a heavy modillioned cornice with an ornate pendant in each
corner. The east and west sidewalls of the structure have countersunk
panels with segmental arch windows.

The street or first level has a center doorway, new doors, with a
keystone in the round arch and & shelf-like bracketed roof which
originally, judging by the marks on the wall above, had a balustrade.
‘The doorway is reached by a set of masonry steps with solid uprights
forming closed balustrades along the sides of the porch. The
entranceway is flanked by two large openings, originally probably for
shops, which presently have modern glass windows. A cornerstone with the
date 1907 inscribed upon it is located in the southeast corner of the
foundation.

The second floor windows are rectangular in shape while those of
the third story have round arches with keystones echoing the round arch
above the main entrance on the ground floor. The window openings of the
upper levels have, like those on the first floor, modern metal frame
sashes. There are countersunk panels between the second and third
floor windows and five circular medallions below the cornice
corresponding to the window openings below.

The building appears to be structurally sound and retains the
basic exterior features with the exception of the new window frames.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian {1 16th Century {7 18th Century 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century [ 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) 1907
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ Education 7] Politicdl ] Urban Planning
3 Prehistoric [} Engineering [ Religion/Phi- {3 Other (Specity)
[] Historic ] industry |osophy>
[ Agriculture {1 Invention {1 Science
Architecture [ Landscape [J Sculpture
[ Aet Architecture 3 Seocial/Human-
Commerce [ Literature itarian
[0 Communications ] Military [0 Theater
[} Conservation ] Music [J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Known historically as the Knights of Pythias Castle, 16-18 West
Franklin Street is a Renaissance or Georgilan Revival commercial
bullding of brick construction and three stories in height. The
principal facade (south side) has an order of six giant pilasters
resting on a base formed by the first floor. The building was erected
in 1907 for the Knights of Pythias, whose name is still visible above
the main entrance on the street level. The present owners acquired
the property in 194);. Although the windows and doors were replaced in
recent years, the building retains most of its original features and
is a strong, visible force in Hagerstown's architectural heritage.
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland

S i i
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES :
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE proPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER FOINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] » » [ » » [+] , Ll o ) ”»
NE (] ’ " -] ’ ”»
SE o ’ ”» -] ¥ »
SW [+ ’ . [+] ] »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

%Acreage Justification:

The property measures approximately 60! x 821,

ITLE:
Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe )

ORGANIZATION DATE

City of Hagerstown

STREET AND NUMBER:

City Hall

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [} Local [

Signature
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SITE: 16-18 West Franklin Street
Hagerstoun

Washington County, Maryland

map: City of Hagerstown,

Washington County, Md.
City Engineering Dept.
July, 1970
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