
WA-HAG-008 

Knights of Pythias Castle 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Knights of Pythias Castle 
16-18 West Franklin Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County 

ABSTRACT 

WA-HllG- 002 

1907 

Known historically as the Knights of Pythias Castle, 16-18 
West Franklin Street is a Renaissance or Georgian Revival 
commercial building of brick construction and three stories in 
height. The principal facade (south side) has an order of six giant 
pilasters resting on a base formed by the first floor. The building 
was erected in 1907 for the Knights of Pythias, whose name is still 
visible above the main entrance on the street level. The present 
owners acquired the property in 1944. Although the windows and 
doors were replaced i~ recent years, the building retains most of 
its original features and is a strong, visible force in Hagerstown 1s 
architectural heritage. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

16-18 West Franklin Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
STATE 

(Check One) 

0 District IX] Building 

0 Site 0 Structu~e 
0 Object 0 Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ... A.pproprlate) 

0 Agricultural 

~ Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

Industrial 

Military 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Process 

O Being Ccmsidered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

KJ Occupied Yes: 

D Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

D Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress :KJ No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

tXJ Comment• 
of fices ---

Amalgamated Local #842, U.A.w.c.r.o. of Hagerstown 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

16-18 West Franklin Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Hagerstown Maryland 21740 
·:1;: l¥~¢+.rt!P'tiPl@f@tl4Pi.$PRJe1!tP@} ··••>:t·········· ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.··········t• : Jt r .. ,:t,.·· ;:.••• .. tit';.::tttW{ ::;g·::;is;;;:;: .. ::•::::::::::: ·:::t/?: .. :::? ... ::;:;:::@r:::. .i; 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC: 

Washington County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

95 West Washington Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
-1 

TITl..E OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

~' STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

PS - 709 



CONDITION 
~ Excellent 

JC) Altered 

0 Good 0 Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Undtered 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT" ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Originol Site 

16-18 West Franklin Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, 
stands on the north side of the street in the eastern half of the block 
formed by Potomac and Jonathan Streets. 

The building is a 1907 commercial structure with a Renaissance 
Revival street facade (south side). Three stories in height with a 
rectangular front extending above the roof line, the building is 
constructed of brick with stone trim. It sits tight to the sidewalk but 
is free of the neighboring buildings. The street elevation is 
syrrnnetrically arranged with three bays on the first floor and five on 
each of the upper levels. The upper bays are separated by six flat 
pilasters that extend the height of the two floors. The facade is 
crowned with a heavy modillioned cornice with an ornate pendant in each 
corner. The east and west sidewalls of the structure have countersunk 
panels with segmental arch windows. 

The street or first level has a center doorway, new doors, with a 
keystone in the round arch and a shelf-like bracketed roof which 
originally, judging by the marks on the wall above, had a balustrade. 
The doorway is reached by a set of masonry steps with solid uprights 
forming closed balustrades along the sides of the porch. The 
entranceway is flanked by two large openings, originally probably for 
shops, which presently have modern glass windows. A cornerstone with the 
date 1907 inscribed upon it is located in the southeast corner of the 
foundation. 

The second floor windows are rectangular in shape while those of 
the third story have round arches with keystones echoing the round arch 
above the main entrance on the ground floor. The window openings of the 
upper levels have, like those on the first floor, modern metal frame 
sashes. There are countersunk panels between the second and third 
floor windows and five circular medallions below the cornice 
corresponding to the window openings below. 

The building appears to be structurally sound and retains the 
basic exterior features with the exception of the new window frames. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 5th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE{SJ (If Applicable and Known) 1907 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

IXl Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Aft Architecture 

C3l Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

0 19th C•nlury 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

QI! 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Known historically as the Knights of Pythias Castle, 16-18 West 
Franklin Street is a Renaissance or Georgian Revival commercial 
building of brick construction and three stories in height. The 
principal facade (south side) has an order of six giant pilasters 
resting on a base formed by the first floor. The building was erected 
in 1907 for the Knights of Pythias, whose name is still visible above 
the main entrance on the street level. The present owners acquired 
the property in 1944. Although the windows and doors were replaced in 
recent years, the building retains most of its original features and 
is a strong, visible force in Hagerstown's architectural heritage. 
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland 

Hit ~~~~!!~~¢;~4i~=~~~~ITUDE :::::,::~ES i : <~~~::::~AN:~:::,::::=::~:~;·~:~;·; •tH•• 
DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT <OF A PROPERTY 

---.~~~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~-1 Rr-~~~~~-o~F_L._E_s_s_T_H-.,.A_N_T~E-N~A~C~R~E~s:__ __ ~~~--+ 
GORN ER L.ATITUDE L.ONGITUDE LATITUDE L.ONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minut•s Seconds 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

The property measures approximateJ.y 601 x 82'. 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City 0£ Hagerstown 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

City Hall 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 

J:~~:, s .. tate Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State O Local O 

Signature 
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SITE: 

map: 

16-18 West Franklin Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

City of Hagerstown. 
Washin~ton County. Md . 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200• 
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