
1· 

25-27 North Potomac Street 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

ABSTRACT 

circa 1919 

Built about 1919, 25-27 North Potomac Street is one of the 

finest Spanish Revival influenced commercial structures standing 

in Hagerstown. The principal facade (east side) of the building 

has the characteristic stucco exterior finish and low pitched 

roof covered with terra-cotta tiles. Although the street level 

of the principal facade has been altered in recent years, the upper 

level of this two stories high structure appears to be in original 

condition. 
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25-27 North Potomac Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
STATE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One) 

0 District ~ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: 

0 Site 0 Structure [ZI Private 

0 Object D Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

(2'g Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

Industrial 

Military 

O In Process 

O Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Garland E. Groh 
W STREET AND NUMBER: 

w 151 West Washington Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Hagerstown 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

STATUS 

IXJ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 
0 Restricted 

0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Mar land 

Qg No 

0 Comments 

21740 

Washin ton Count Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

95 West Washin ton Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federol 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

,,,~,]' STREi:ET AND NUMBER: 

STATE: 

PS - 709 



(Check One) 

0 f.xcellent CZ! Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 

(Check One) 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Altered []I Unaltered 0 Moved IZJ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I> ~D ORIGINAL (ll known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located at 25-27 North Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington 
County, the building stands in the southern half of the block formed by 
Public Square and~Franklin Street. 

The building is a circa 1919, two stories high, Spanish Revival 
influenced commercial structure which sits tight to the sidewalk and, 
originally, to the neighboring structures on the north and south sides. 
Although the street level of the principal facade (east side) has been 
renovated in recent years, the upper story appears to be fairly 
unaltered. In the summer of 1975, the building on the north side was 
demolished, revealing evidence that the north wall of 25-27 is probably 
the south wall of the razed structure, a circa 1820s house. 

The second story of the principal facade (east side) is stuccoed 
and has three large, segmental arch windows with a large, gently sloping 
shed roof rising from above the windows to the top of the facade. Each 
of the window openings has two, double-hung, wooden-sashed windows with 
one-over-one lights and large, segmental arch transoms with multiple 
sashes and lights. The shed roof is supported by large, plain brackets 
and is covered with round, terra-cotta roofing tiles. 

The top corners of the facade are finished off with large, 
squarish chimney-like masses which serve to restrain the projection of 
the roof and to delineate the end walls. 
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F>ERIOO (Check One or Mor• ae Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 lSthCentury 0 17thCentury 

SF'ECIFIC OATE(S) (l!Appllcable 11ndKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNI Fl CANCE (Check One or More ... Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

O Agriculture 

129 Architecture 

D Aft 

129 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0' Enginaering 

0 Industry 

D Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

O Political 

0 Religion/Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itaria.n 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

[X] 20th Century 

0 Url>on Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The structure standing at 25-27 North Potomac Street is 
representative of the Spanish Revi~al influenced commercial architecture 
popular in the second and third decades of the twentieth century. The 
building is believed to have been erected for John D. Meyers, who 
purchased the property in August, 1918 (Deed Book 153, p. 568). 

American architecture at the close of the nineteenth century and 
well into the twentieth century was strongly influenced by a series of 
eclectic revivals based on older, accepted architectural forms. The 
Spanish Revival, of which this building is an example, was particularly 
popular about the beginning of World War I. The style was based upon the 
architecture of the Spanish Colonial period in southwestern United States 
and Mexico. The characteristics of the Spanish Revival style which are 
seen in 25-27 North Potomac Street are the stuccoed exterior wall, the 
terra-cotta roofing tiles, and the low pitch roof. 

25-27 North Potomac Street is one of several Spanish Revival 
buildings standing in the central business district in Hagerstown. It 
is, however, the only one of its kind in this particular block of North 
Potomac Street and is also one of the few examples of the style to have 
the characteristic stuccoed or plastered exterior wall. Until the 
demolition of the building on the north (1975), the high roof line of 
this structure visually lifted the low lines of the neighboring 
structures and tied them into the higher lines of the buildings on the 
ends of the block. 

The present owner purchased the property in December 1972. 
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 
LATITUDE ANP LONGIT.UDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT QF A PROPERTY 

-,.----~------.-------~-IRr-------O-F_L_E_s_S_T_H-rAN~T-E_N_A~C-R~E~S------~ 
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

Q 0 • 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seco,,ds 
0 

j APPROXIMATi;: ACREAGE OF NOMINATED __ ·P_R_o_P_E_R_T_v_'~---- ------------------~ 
:Acreage Justification: 

The property measures approximately 41l x 24Qt, 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City of Hagerstown May 18, 1976 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cit Hall 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Ha erstown Mar land 
J;~/, State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local O 
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srrx: 25-27 North Potomac Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

map: City of Hagerstown. 
Washington County , Md . 
City Engineering Dept • 
.July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 





z_ lj 21 Ncn· +s .... Yo-4c.rYJ'l/C: v{ 

p./ .a ~s~' ~ Io vv r-r 

Wa~· •· 0tc<>> Co r f d. 

()c;f~ fu f? JS 

WA - HA G- - oa.. i.f RONALD L. At\JDREWS 


