ABSTRACT

35-39 North Potomac Street circa 1890s
Hagerstown
Washington County

Representative of the Romenesque influenced commercial
architecture of the late nineteenth century, 35-39 North
Potomac Street is important both because it retains most of
the original features of the upper levels of the facade
(east side) and as an important element in the streetscape of
North Potomac Street. The round arches of the arcades and
windows present an interesting contrast to the siraight lines
of the mainly classical buildings fronting on the street.

The building was probably erected for Abraham Rose,
who purchased the property in 1890. The Rose family retained
ownership until 196l when the present owners acquired title.
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35-39 North Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, stands
on the west side of the street in the northern half of the block formed
by Public Square and Franklin Street.

The building is a circa 1890s, Romanesque influenced, three
stories high, urban commercial, brick structure with two arcades on the
upper levels of the facade (east side) and two mid-twentieth century
shop fronts on the ground floor. The shop fronts are faced with black
polished panels and topped by a cornice (probably original) with egg-and-
dart molding. The upper levels appear to be original in condition.

‘Two-glded bay windows project from the second and third floors of
the arcades. The round arches of the arcades have scroll keystones with
circular windows below in the arch panels. Sharply pitched gables rise
above the arcades. Between the arcades on each floor are two round top
windows with double-hung wooden sashes and masonry sills. The area in
which the windows are located is counter-sunk and has stepped brick
decoration at the top. The bricks of the area between the round arches
of the arcades and above the windows are laid in a diaper pattern.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Representative of the Romanesque influenced commercial
architecture of the late nineteenth century, 35-39 North Potomac
Street is important both because it retains most of the original
features of the upper levels of the facade (east side) and as an
important element in the streetscape of North Potomac Street.

The round arches of the arcades and windows present an interesting
contrast to the straight lines of the mainly classical bulldings
fronting on the street.

The building was probably erected for Abraham Rose, who
purchased the property in 1890 (Deed Book 96, p. 258). The Rose
family retained ownership until 196l when the present owners
acquired title.
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
Acreage Justification:
i
!
The property measures approximately L1.5' x 240!,
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Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant
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35-39 North Potomac Street
Washington County, Maryland

Hagerstown

SIT

map:

City Engineering Dept.

July, 1970

scale 1'"=1200"







Wh-HAG- 21

35-39 MNorth TFotormae €
ﬂa’sus'foww

Washington Lo, Md.

SwW view
J_Ujj) 3975

RONALD L. ANDREWS




