
35-39 North Potomac Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County 

ABSTRACT 

\JJA-kAG- 21 

circa 1890s 

Representative of the Romanesque influenced commercial 
architecture of the late nineteenth century, 35-39 North 
Potomac Street is important both because it retains most of 
the original features of the upper levels of the facade 
(east side) and as an important element in the streetscape of 
North Potomac Street. The round arches of the arcades and 
windows present an interesting contrast to the straight lines 
of the mainly classical buildings fronting on the street. 

The building was probably erected for Abraham Rose, 
who purchased the property in 1890. The Rose family retained 
ownership until 1964 when the present owners acquired title. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D District IKJ Building 

D Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 
0 
D 

35-39 North Potomac Stre$t 

Hagerstown 

Maryland 

Public 

Private 

Soth 

COUNTY: 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

O Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Jlpproprlate) 

0 Agricultural 

~ Commercial 

0 Educational 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

John B. Young, c/o Diane Y. Paddack 

Washington 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

K:J Occupied Yes: 

0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

D Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress D No 

0 Transportation 

D Other (Specify) 

0 Comments 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Box 1825 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Hagerstown Maryland 21740 
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC: 

Washington County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

95 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 

TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDll: 

/""'[ S"tFil!:. T ANO NUMBER: 

STATE: 

'PS- 709 



CONDITION 
0 E.xcellent 

0 Altered 

0 Foir 

(Check One) 

~ Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT/> ~D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 -Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

35-39 North Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, stands 
on the west side of the street in the northern half of the block formed 
by Public Square and Franklin Street. 

The building is a circa 1890s, Romanesque influenced, three 
stories high, urban commercial, brick structure with two arcades on the 
upper levels of the facade (east side) and two mid-twentieth century 
shop fronts on the ground floor. The shop fronts are faced with black 
polished panels and topped by a cornice (probably original) with egg-and­
dart molding. The upper levels appear to be original in condition. 

Two-sided bay windows project from the second and third floors of 
the arcades. The round arches of the arcades have scroll keystones with 
circular windows below in the arch panels. Sharply pitched gables rise 
above the arcades. Between the arcades on each floor are two round top 
windows with double-hung wooden sashes and masonry sills. The area in 
which the windows are located is counter-sunk and has stepped brick 
decoration at the top. The bricks of the area between the round arches 
of the arcades and above the windows are laid in a diaper pattern. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISJ (II Applicable and Known) 

0 18th Century 

IX! 19th Century 

c. 1890s 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 0 Education 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Enginaering 0 Religion/Phi-

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

rn Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Aft Architecture 0 Socia I/Human-

00 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Communications 0 Military D Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 20th Century 

0 Ur!:>an Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Representative of the Romanesque influenced commercial 
architecture of the late nineteenth century, 35-39 North Potomac 
Street is important both because it retains most of the original 
features of the upper levels of the facade (east side) and as an 
important element in the streetscape of North Potomac Street. 
The round arches of the arcades and windows present an interesting 
contrast to the straight lines of the mainly classical buildings 
fronting on the street. 

The building was probably erected for Abraham Rose, who 
purchased the property in 1890 (Deed Book 96, p. 258). The Rose 
family retained ownership until 1964 when the present owners 
acquired title. 
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 

··.·.·.·.· ···········.··,·.·.«· '•' ...... ·.:·::;~::·:·:···· 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds. Degrees Minutes SecoRds 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

9 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

The property measures approximately 41 .5 1 x 2401. 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City of Hagerstown 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

City Hall 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 

J;~~~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State D Local D 
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srrs: 

map: 

35-39 North Potomac Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

City of Hagerstown. 
Washington County. Md , 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 
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RONALD L. ANDREWS 


