
ABSTRACT 

(R. Andrews, 12-76) 

47-51 North Potomac Street 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

Circa 1915 

The date 1915 and the name Max J. Simon are inscribed on a stone 

mounted near the top of the facade (east elevation) of this brick 

commercial structure. Positioned between two Neoclassical influenced 

nineteenth century structures, the building expresses the functionalism 

~ concepts which strongly influenced American architecture in the early 

decades of the twentieth century . The decorative detailing of the facade 

is limited and extraneous in nature . 

Four stories high, the facade is constructed of tan colored bricks 

and has a recently installed shop front on the ground floor and two 

five-part window colwnns on the upper levels. Although the window 

columns have been altered, the upper stories of the facade retain their 

basic configuration. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Known as 47-51 North Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, 
the building stands on the west side of the street in the northern half of 
the block formed by Public Square and Franklin Street. 

Abutting the sidewalk and the neighboring structures to the north and 
south, the building is a four story, 1915 brick commercial structure with a 
flat roof. The principal or street facade faces east and is constructed of 
tan colored bricks with two window columns on the upper stories and a recently 
installed storefront on the street level. A pair of windows is located on 
each floor between the window columns. 

Unfortunately, the window columns were reconstructed in recent years. 
The columns have five sides with single windows in the three largest sides. 
The column windows appear to be new with most still retaining their bracing 
strips. Covered with vertical aluminum siding, the columns are crowned and 
united by a shallow flat roof simulating a cornice. 

The upper story facade windows are of the double-hung, wooden sash 
type with one-over-one lights. The pairs of double windows have masonry sills 
and brick flat arches with masonry keystones. The center pairs of windows 
appear to be original. 

The street or east elevation is terminated at the top with a parapet 
with long, thin masonry capping blocks. The parapet simulates a closed 
balustrade with end and center piers. Each of the end piers have a bicolor 
diamond shaped ornament. A date stone with name "Max J, Simon 11 and the date 
11 1915 11 recorded in raised figures is centered in the parapet. 

The street level shop front has large glass display windows and a 
deep, recessed entranceway to the first and upper stories. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The date 1915 and the name Max J, Simon are inscribed on a stone 
mounted near the top of the facade (east elevation) of this brick commercial 
structure. Positioned between two Neoclassical influenced nineteenth century 
structures, the building expresses the functionalism concepts which strongly 
influenced American architecture in the early decades of the twentieth century. 
The decorative detailing of the facade is limited and extraneous in nature. 

Four stories high, the facade is constructed of tan colored bricks 
and has a recently installed shop front on the ground floor and two five-part 
window columns on the upper levels. Although the window columns have been 
altered, the upper stories of the facade retain their basic configuration. 

Visually, the building is not one of the most significant structures 
individually. It is, however, important to the streetscape through its 
rhythm of lines and compatibility of materials which are complimentary to 
those of the neighboring structures. 

The present owner purchased the property in 1972. Max J. Simon, who 
had the structure erected, acquired the site in 1912 (Deed Book 139, p. 40). 

(SEE CHAIN OF TITLE) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

The property measures approximately 32 1 x 158 1
• 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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City of Hagerstown July 20, 1977 
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City Hall (301} 731-3200 
CITY OR TOWN STt.TE 

Hagerstown Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· t toe 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

47-51 North Potomac Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

1 of l page 

(R. Andrews, 12-76) 

HISTORICAL CHAIN OF TirLE (Washington County Land Records) 

Book 551, p. 828 
recorded 29 November 1972 
grantor: Evelyn J. Myerly 
Grantee: Garland E. Groh 

Book 226, p.173 
10 April 1944 
grantor: Aaron Ruben and Evelyn (wife) and Maxwell Greenwald 

and wife Rheva 
grantee: John T. Myerly and wife Evelyn 

Book 179, p. 166 
5 January 1928 
granter: Annie Lena Simon, widow of Max Simon 
grantee: Aaron Ruben 

Book 136, pc 248 and Book 139, p. 40 
l May 1911 8 May 1912 
grantor: Abraham E. Albert and wife Laura 
grantee: Max J. Simon and wife Annie Lena 
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: PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE . 
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Ctty Hagerstown County Washington State Maryland ZipCo!M 21740 

Nameofhistoncdistrtermwh1chpropenyistoc-.d: Hagerstown Cmnmercj al Core Historic Dj strj ct 

2. DESCRIPTION OF P~YSICAl. APPEARANCE: 

'""' lM1tuc11on$ fot m.ap and pho/ogr11ph 11tquir•mwtnts-11H 1ev11tsa a/de II tuH:aUatyJ 

The Max Simon Building is a four story1 three.bay conunercial struc­
ture built by Max Simon in 1916. Its first story contains a modern store 
front which replaces the original and a separate entrance to the second, 
third and fourth floor residential units. The facade is accented by two 

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

'""" ltlVIJISfl Std•" fl«t1:uaryJ 

The Max Simon building is significant as a contributing structure 

Twithin the Hagerstown CoLlunercial Core Historic District. It is an ex­
ample of a prominent bui2ding type within the district: early 20th 
century simple vernacula.::::- commercial structures·. -buJ.·a. tr bf· bri:ck. The 
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srrs: 47-51 North Potomac Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

map: City of Hagerstown. 
Washington County. Md· 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 
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