WA-HAG-40

ABSTRACT
(R. Andrews, 8-77)

115 North Potomac Street Circa 1870s
Hagerstown Remodeled circa 1950

Washington County, Maryland

The most significant part of this nineteenth century brick
structure is the Eastlakian influenced entranceway on the facade or
east elevation. Fairly intact, the entranceway consists of a pair
of double-doors with a large fan-light transom and a broad surround
which is mounted with a bracket-supported pedimented entablature.

The entranceway is highly decorated with the inscribed and applied

ornament associated with the Eastlakian style, popular in this country
in the 1870s and 1880s. Because of its fairly original condition, the
entranceway is an important artifact of Hagerstown's cultural heritage.

Extensively altered and enlarged about 1910, the original
building is believed to date from about the late 1870s. Exactly who
had the structure erected is not known although it may have been
William F. Orndorf who acquired the property in 1877, a date
consistent with the earliest visible stylistic and construction
features.

The building was originally erected as a house. It is
described in an 1888 deed as a two story brick dwelling. About the
turn of the twentieth century, the house was raised to the present
three stories and a large extension was added to the rear or west
elevation. The use of the building was changed from a single family
dwelling to a multiple family apartment. These changes coincide
with the strong commercialization of North Potomac Street at the
turn of the twentieth century. The renovations were probably made
for the Wertz family which purchased the property in 1909. The Wertz
family retained ownership until 1969. The building was recently
converted for offices.
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DESCRIPTION WA-HAG-40

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE .
X Goop —RUINS X_ALTERED -—MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 115 North Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington County,
the building stands on the west side of the street in the southern third of the
block formed by Franklin and Church Streets, the second block north of Public
Square. “

The building appears to be a circa late 1870s, painted brick structure
which was extensively altered and enlarged about the turn of the twentieth
century. It presently is three stories high with a flat roof and rests on a
masonry foundation of coursed rubble stone along the side walls and a dressed
block with beveled adges on the facade (east elevation). Abutting the sidewalk,
the building is free-standing although there are only a few inches separating
it from the structure to the north. The elevations visible from the street are
crowned by a boldly projecting cornice. The exterior bricks are laid in
Stretcher bond on the facade and Common bond (seven rows of stretchers to each
row of headers) on the side elevations. A large, three story brick addition is
attached to the rear.

The principal windows have double-hung, wooden sashes with multiple
lights. The upper level single windows have nine-over-one 1ights whereas those
of the window columns have six-over-~one 1ights. The first floor windows of the
original portion have two-over-two lights. The windows in the rear addition
are rectangular with segmental arch panels. Most of the windows have rock-faced
stone sills. Signs of alteration, probably to install the stone sills, are
visible below the first floor facade windows.

The principal or street facade (east elevation) is divided roughly into
three bays. The first floor has two single windows and the entranceway which
is located in the north end bay. The second and third stories have a single
window each in line above the entranceway and a three-part wooden window column
positioned above the two first floor windows. A large three-section window is
inserted in the facade foundation wall. The entranceway is reached by a flight
of masonry steps along the front wall leading to a small porch.

The south side elevation, which is prominently visible from the street,
has three single windows in the first bay back from the street. In the
approximately third or fourth bay from the facade is a single window on the
first story and another three-part wooden window column on the above levels.

The three story addition is clearly evident along the south elevation.

Evidence indicates that the original building was a two or two and a
half story high structure with a side-hall-and-double-parlor interior arrange-
ment. The building appears to have been erected about the late 1870s, a date
indicated by the Eastlakian influenced entranceway, the Stretcher and Common
bond combination of the exterior bricks, and the high, narrow window frames.
The factors indicating the approximate original height are: 1) the third story
bricks which are not as heavily coated with paint as those of the first two
stories, and 2) the different frames in the single windows (the third floor
frames have S-curve molding whereas those of the lower levels have half-round

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY frames).

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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115 North Potomac Street
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland

#7. DESCRIPTION continued

The structure was extensively enlarged and altered about
1910. The changes and additions included raising the original
building to a full three stories, construction of the tripartite
window columns and the rear extension, and the application of the
boldly projecting cornice. Other changes probably made at this
time were the insertion of the rock-faced stone sills in the windows
of the Tower stories as well as the installation of the large window
in the facade foundation. The masonry front steps and porch may
also date from this period. The type of changes and style of
additions noted. here are typical of circa 1910 construction.

The cornice has several brackets along the facade. These
brackets have circa 1870s type inscribed decorations which indicates
that the brackets may be original and s1mp1y relocated in the
alterations.

The Eastlakian influenced facade (east elevation) entrance-
way is the most important decorative feature of the facade because
it shows few if any signs of alteration. The doorway consists of
double wooden doors with a half-round transom and a broad surround
with a pedimented entablature. Each door has a small panel in the
lower third and a long, narrow light with round top in the upper
portion. The transom has fan-1light tracery. The entablature is
supported by two large brackets. The surround is decorated with
inscribed and applied detail. HNow painted, this doorway may have
been grained in part as is found on a few other examples of this
type in Hagerstown.

The building appears to be structurally sound and has its
basic circa 1910 altered integrity.
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remodeled circa 1950

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The most significant part of this nineteenth century brick structure is
the Eastlakian influenced entranceway on the facade or east elevation. Fair]y
intact, the entranceway consists of a pair of double-doors with a Targe fan-1ight
transom and a broad surround which is mounted with a bracket-supported pedimented
entablature. The entranceway is highly decorated with the inscribed and applied
ornament associated with the Eastlakian style, popular in this country in the
1870s and 1880s. Because of its fairly original condition, the entranceway is an
important artifact of Hagerstown's cultural heritage.

believed to date from about the late 1870s.

Extensively altered and enlarged about 1910, the original building is
Exactly who had the structure

erected is not known although it may have been William F. Orndorf who acquired
the property in 1877 (Deed Book 75, p. 463), a date consistent with the earliest

visible stylistic and construction features.

The budeing was originally erected as a house., It is described in an
1888 deed as a two story brick dwelling (Deed Book 91, p. 416).
of the twentieth century, the house was raised to the present three stories and

a large extension was added to the rear or west elevation.

About the turn

The use of the

building was changed from a single family dwelling to a multiple family
apartment. These changes coincide the strong commercialization of North Potomac
The renovations were probably made

Street at the turn of the twentieth century.
for the Wertz family which purchased the prope

rty in 1909 (Deed Book 129, p. 351).

The Wertz family retained ownership until 1969 (Deed Book 492, p. 579). The

building was recently converted for offices.

The exterior of the building has the basic integrity of the circa 1910
renovations. Its visual impact on the streetscape and historical and cultural
significance to Hagerstown would greatly be enhanced by repainting the exterior.

It should be noted here that the outside of

from the time of its construction or soon th

ereafter.

this building was probably painted
This assessment is based

on the fact that the original portion of the building is heavily coated with

paint.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

. SEE CHAIN OF TITLE
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

The property measures approximately 37' x 240'.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe)
ORGANIZATION ' ) DATE
City of Hagerstown _ August 2, 1977
STREET & NUMBER ’ TELEPHONE
City Hall (301) 731-3200
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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115 North Potomac Street
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland

HISTORICAL CHAIN QF TITLE (Washihgton County Land Records)

Book 614, p. 541

12 May 1976

grantor: Charles E. Martin and wife Sarah J.
grantee: Muriel E. McDonough and wife Genevieve L.

Book 492, p. 579

15 July 1969

grantor: Doris Elise Wertz Dealman, et al.
grantee: Hobert M. Miley and wife, Marika

Book 202, p. 691
5 November 1936
grantor: fGeorge Nevin Oswald, Trustee
~grantee: Doris Elise Wertz, Ruth D. Wertz, and Sarah Jane Wertz,
tenants in common -
improved by a brick dwelling house

Book 202, p. 691

5 November 1936

grantor: Irvin M, Wertz and Ruth D. Wertz
grantee: George N. Oswald

Book 129, p. 351

1 April 1909

grantor: J. Oscar Beard and wife Susan

grantee: Irvin M. Wertz and wife June Price Wertz
consideration: $9,050

Book 129, p. 350

3 March 1909

grantor: Romanus E. Orndorf, Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania
grantee: J. Oscar Beard

formerly occupied by Beard

Book 91, p. 416
20 February 1888
grantor: George W. Smith, Trustee in case
Joseph S. Short vs John W. Orndorf
grantee: Romanus E. Orndorf, widow of William F. Orndorf
sum: $2,500
two story brick dwelling
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115 North Potomac Street
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland

HISTORICAL CHAIN OF TITLE continued

Book 75, p. 463

4 April 1877

grantor: Salome Protzman, et al.
grantee: William F. Orndorf

Book I.N. No. 13, p. 122

20 April 1858

grantor: Arthur J. R. Magruder and wife Elenora L.
grantee: Joseph G. Pratzman

consideration: $2,150

61' x 240'

Incorrect title reference given in this deed
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WA-HAG-40
Historic Preservation Certification Application—Significance

WS W, Poromic STREST H}diﬁmm_j_@-_ Project No.:

HAcEeSomin) TOWNTOWN Losal,  + . B.
date initial application received by State

date complete information received by State
‘date of this transmittal to NPS
Inspection of property by State staff? _A) - yes date(s):

L

F ay:

Historic District:

date(s) additional information requested by State

There is adequate documentation enclosed to evaluate the historic character and integrity of this property.
There is insufficient documentation to evaluate the property adequately. The application is missing the following items:

Reasonable efforts have been made to obtain this information. Copies of the information requests are enclosed.

NUMBER| This property involves:
1 —— Extensrve Ioss of hlstonc fabrlc Obscured or covered elevatron(s)
Substantial aiterations over time Moved property
Preliminary determination of listing ‘State recommendation lncon515tent with NR
7 for district . ' * documentation :
=  for individual property Recommendation different from the applicant’s
. 'S|gmf|cance Iess than 50 years old - request -
NumBeRr ] Compilete item(s) below as appropnate -
2 (1) The documentatlon on file wath the Natlonal F{egrster crtes the perlod(s) of srgmflcance of thus hlstonc drstrlct as
(2) The property _&~ ‘contributes = does not contrrbute to the hustorlc sxgnlflcance of thls reglstered hlstonc dlstrrct in:
location __}Asxgn _;__/s’ettlng £ materials &~ workmanship _./feelmg ____ association
Property is mentioned in the NR or State or Iocal dlstnct documentatlon in Sectlon — page
(8) For properties less than 50 years old:
the historical merits of the district (the periods and areas of significance) are documented in the National Register form or
* ““district documentation on file as less than 50 years old justifying the certification of this property’s contribution.
the exceptional historical or architectural significance of this property as described in the National Register form or district
documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing.
there is insufficient justification to consider this property as contributing to the district for its individual exceptional
archltectural or h|stonca| sngmfrCance or the srgmflcance of the district does not extend to the last 50 years.
(4) For preliminary determinations: I L0
A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic district: . ,
Nomination has already been submitted to State review board, and nomination will be forwarded to the NPS within
months. (Draft nomination is enclosed.)
T e 77 7 Nomination was submitted 10 the NPS QR lmmmmmmmm 7 moss s st o 0 s e S i S T 2 e e
Nomination will be submitted to the State review board within twelve months.
Nomination proce'ss likely will be completed within thirty months.
Other, explain: '
B. Evaluation of the property:
Property is individually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation
Property is located within a potential registered district that meets National Register
P Criteria for Evaluation: ___ A __B __C__ D

Criteria Considerations: .__A __B__C__ D__ E___F__G

(5) The property is located in a registered district, is outside the period(s) or area(s) of significance as documented in the NR form and:
appears to contribute to the expanded signiﬂcance qf___ the district. Enclosed is the revised nomination documentation.
does not appear to contribute to the period(s) or area(s) of significance of the district.
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NUMBER Describe and evaluate the physical characteristics of the property, its integrity, and its significance within the context of the historic district
3 - (or individually for preliminary determinations of individual listings).

BUILT <iRcA 80, THIS House FSFLECTS TE INFLUENCE oF Twe

A~ VIETORIAN - STILES © — ITALIANATE LD NWCTORIAN  GOTHIC . THe STERos
BPEMAINS  VIRTUALLY ‘aAs Buiwct! EXCEPT TORE THe TI\SSING PEAS
PORCHES AND AlTeEEeD c:»‘PE-snMQS AL o T™HIE REAR TFTACADE="
INTERIOR CcHANGES pN® BeeN 'Peum.&e\br SN Tee FleST Floor
LEVEL . THESDSE CHAMNIIES (IRC(LLUDE THe= WALLING 1N eF The
MAN st (FeomM Tue FIEST TD 3SECOND Floom © Newesl Poir
AND HANDRAIL  REMMN \NTACT )| AND  Tre ASDITION ©F MoDEeN
PAeTiTionse THAT DWIDE a\:z\q;mp«p RooM SPACER. TH= UPPER

FLcces AZ.E_ A% Bmur : . L e

NUMBER |  State Official Recommendation:

This application for the above-named property has been reviewed by __ TMIICHAEL DAY
rofessmnally qualified architect, architectural historian, or historian on my staff.

_IZ};IPG property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic dlstnct contnbutes to the significance of the district, and is
a ‘‘certified historic structure” for the purpose of rehabilitation.

— The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district, contributes to the significance of the district, and is a
*certified historic structure for a chantable contnbutlon for conservanon purposes m accordance w1th the Tax Treatment Extensuon
" Act of 1980. ’ e

—__The property does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. = = = -

—The property appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be nommated

. —_The property does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will not be nominated.

o __The property appears to contribute to the significance of a: -
—__potential historic district which appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be nominated.
____registered historic district but is outside the period(s) or areas of significance as documented in the National Register nomination

or district documentation on file with the NPS. Revised nomination or district documentation is enclosed.

__The property should be denied a preliminary determination that it could qualify as a certified historic structure.

_—_Insufficient documentation has been provided to evaluate the structure.

__ Detailed NPS review recommended ______Precedent-setting case _-_____Forwarded without recommendation ~~

......

L =/Z-F7

Date

__See attachments: & - - — . AN : C S : R N T

NPS Comments: L e

. Date NPS Reviewer
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION LE;_ i

e PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE ] ' ’
NPS Office Use Only . NPS Offlce Use Only

NRIS No: Project No:

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before compteting application. No certification will be made unless a completed application form has been received.
Type or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets.

1.

2.

3.

Name of property:

Address of property: Street 1 1 5 N hd POtomaC Str eet

City Hagerstown county WAsShington  gae Maryland zip 21740
Name of historic district: Hagerstown Downtown Local Historic District
O wational Register district K1 certified state or local district O potential historic district

Check nature of request:

certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation.

certification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to the
significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.

certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.

preliminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district.

preliminary determination that a building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district.

Ooooo O

Project contact:

name __Douglass C. Reed

sweet _ 207 S. Potomac Street city ___Hagerstown
o— .

sate __Maryviland Zip 21740 Daytime Telephone Number _301-791-7880
4. Owner:

{ hereby attest that the information | have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that | own the property described abové. | understand that
falsification of factual representations in this application is subject to criminal sanctions of up to $10,000 in fines or imprisgpment for up to five years pursuant

to 18 U.S.C. 1001. > N
Name Douglass C. Reed Signature%g%l 00)2/6«@ Date g[/g/g ?

Organizaton _115 N. Potomac Street Partnership

Social Security or Taxpayer Identification Number 21 5'44“951 5
sweet __ 207 S. Potomac Street ciy __Hagerstown

state ___Maryland . Zip 21740 Daytime Telephone Number _301-791 -7880

NPS Office Use Only

The Nationai Park Service has rev:ewed the “Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1" for the above-named property and hereby determines that
the property:

0
O

a

contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a ‘‘certified historic structure'' for the purpose of rehabilitation.

contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a “‘certified historic structure” for a charitabie contribution for conservation purposes in ac-
cordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980.

does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary Determinations:

a

appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the State
Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register.

appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be fisted in the Natlonal Register of Historic Places if nominated by the
State Historic Preservation Officer.

appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the National
Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS,

does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure.

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office/Telephone No:

g

See Attachments
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PART 1

Property Name B Project Number:

115 N. Potomac Street
~=Property Address

5. Description of physical appearance:

The building located at 115 North Potomac Street is a three story eclectic
apartment house dating from approximately 1890. It is an urban vernacular building
showing influence of two Victorian Styles; Italianate and Victorian Gothic. It was
constructed as an in-town residential building with typical townhouse proportions.
It has three bays across the front with a side-hall entrance and extends back along
the side of its lot, forming a long narrow rectangle. There is a three bay, three
story recessed porch along its side. The bricks forming the walls are laid in common
bond and are painted. Windows at the side and rear elevations are topped with
segmental arches. Semi-hexagonal oriel windows are present at the two upper stories
of the front and side elevations. Decorative rectangular recessed panels finish the
spandrels between the windows of the oriels. The building’s foundation is of
limestone cut into rusticated blocks at the front elevation, and simply coursed at
the side and rear elevations. At the top of the building’s front is a projecting
cornice trimmed with large brackets. The main entrance has a two leafed door with
arched panels beneath a round arched fanlight. The door trim has a peaked hood.

Date of Construction: _ €= 1890 Source of Date: Architectural evaluation

Date(s) of Alteration(s): _C+ 1530 installation of basement store front.

Has building been moved? [J yes Bl no. If so, when?

6. Statement of significance:

o The building located at 115 North Potomac Street is a contributing member of the
Hagerstown Local Historic District. This district contains a mix of commercial and
residential buildings, many of which date from or were remodeled during Hagerstown'’s
commercial boom between 1880 and 1930. Built about 1890 as an apartment house on the
north edge of the commercial core of downtown, this building is typical of in-town
housing of the-period, located between the business section and the fashionable
single family houses located in the residential area a few blocks to the north.
Architecturally, 115 North Potomac is representative of the eclectic of quality of
late 19th century Victorian architecture, and retains all of its exterior character
defining features in place.

7. Photographs and maps.

 Attach photographs and maps to application.

Continuation sheets attached: X yes [J no
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WhA-HAG-to
Click here for a plain text ADA compliant screen.
i Go Back
Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation View Map
> i& WASHINGTON COUNTY New Search
%L 1¥ Real Property Data Search Ground Rent

Account Identifier: District - 25 Account Number - 016289
I Owner Information l
Owner Name: LOHR PROPERTIES LLC Use: APARTMENTS
Principal Residence: NO
Mailing Address: 4 E PATRICK ST Deed Reference: 1) / 1507/ 862
FREDERICK MD 21701-5628 2)
I Location & Structure Information J
Premises Address Zoning Legal Description
115 N POTOMAC ST C3 LOT 38X340 .209 AC
HAGERSTOWN 21740 115 N POTOMAC ST
Map Grid Parcel Sub District Subdivision Section Block Lot Group Plat No:
306 47 81 Plat Ref:
Town HAGERSTOWN
Special Tax Areas Ad Valorem
Tax Class
Primary Structure Built Enclosed Area Property Land Area County Use
1877 7,293 SF 9,120.00 SF
Stories Basement Type Exterior
' Value Information J
Base Value Phase-in Assessments
Value As Of As Of As Of
01/01/2002  07/01/2003 07/01/2004
Land: 45,600 45,600
Improvements: 216,200 162,500
Total: 261,800 208,100 208,100 208,100
Preferential Land: 0 0 0 0
I Transfer Information |
Seller: 115 N POTOMAC ST PARTNERSHIP Date: 07/07/1999 Price: $101,000
Type: NOT ARMS-LENGTH Deedl: / 1507/ 862 Deed2:
Seller: GOLD STEWART B Date: 04/18/1989 Price: $90,000
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH Deedl: / 911/ 540 Deed?2:
Seller: MCDONOUGH MURIEL E Date: 07/09/1984 Price: $75,000
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH Deedl: / 766/ 619 Deed2:
I Exemption Information ]
Partial Exempt Assessments Class 07/01/2003 07/01/2004
County 000 0 0
State 000 0 0
Municipal 000 0 0]
Tax Exempt: NO Special Tax Recapture:
Exempt Class:
* NONE *

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/detail.asp?accountnumber=25+016289&county=22...  2/24/2004




Page 1 of 1

i —

Wi -1/ C-4o
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] WASHINGTON COUNTY View Map
" Real Property Data Search New Search

District - 25 Account Number
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Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2001 - 2002.
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning
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