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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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ABSTRACT 

(R. Andrews, 1-77) 

134-136 North Potomac Street Circa 1820s - 1830s 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

An example of early nineteenth centu!'y urban domestic architecture, 
this painted brick structure is two and a half stories high with a 
five bay, center door facade with Flemish bonding. The building 
retains the original rectangular and symmetrical configuration 
although the window sashes have been replaced and the outer doorway 
has a circa 1880 Eastlakian surround, the most prominent and important 
feature of the present appearance of the facade. 

The facade (west elevation) is one of the larger fronts of the houses 
lining this block of North Potomac Street. Although overshadowed by 
the neighboring YMCA and w.o.w. buildings, the facade blends well with 
the lines and materials of the other nineteenth century structures 
which give a human scale to the streetscape. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Known as 134-136 North Potomac Street in Hagerstown,Washington County, the 
building stands on the east side 0£ the street near the center 0£ the block 
£ormed by Franklin Street and East Avenue, the second block north 0£ Public 
Square. 

Probably erected about the 1820s or 1830s, the building is a two and a hal£ story 
painted brick structure with a £ive bay, Fl$mish bond £acade (west elevation) 
to which a circa 1880 door surround was added. A small, molded cornice runs 
the length 0£ the £acade. Capped by a gable roo£ with single brick internal 
end chimneys, the building abuts the sidewalk and the north and south 
neighboring structures. An el projects £rom the rear or east elevation. 

The most prominent and important £eature 0£ the symmetrical £acade is the 
centered Eastlakian in£luenced door surround. Consisting 0£ two £lat 
pilasters suYmounted by a bracketed hood with a small gable, the surround 
is decorated with £lat panels in the pilasters (very narrow panels) and the 
spandrels above the round arch £an light. The two large brackets supporting 
the door hood have cut-out decoration. The doorway has double wooden doors 
with large lights in the upper portions and solid panels below. The £an 
light has sun-burst tracery. 

The £acade windows have double-hung, wooden sashes with one-over-one lights, 
narrow, rounded £rames, brick £lat arches, and masonry sills. The sashes 
are replacements, but the £ram.es are 0£ the type used in Hagerstown in the 
1820s to 1850s period. A single door with 1880s paneling is located in the 
south end bay 0£ the £acade £irst £loor. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

.An example of early nineteenth century urban domestic architecture, 
this painted brick structure is two and a half stories high with a 
five bay, center door facade with Flemish bonding. The building 
retains the original rectangular and symmetrical configuration 
although the window sashes have been replaced and the outer doorway 
has a circa 1880 Eastlakian surround, the most prominent and important 
feature of the present appearance of the facade. 

The facade (west elevation) is one of the larger fronts of the houses 
lining this block of North Potomac Street. Although overshadowed by 
the neighboring YMCA and w.o.w. buildings, the facade blends well with 
the lines and materials of the other nineteenth century structures 
which give a human scale to the streetscape. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET !Jr NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

The property measures approximately 41 1 x 240' 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND CQUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preserv'at:ion Consultant bg 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City 0£ Hagerstown January 6, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

City Hall (3Ql) 731-3200 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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