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ABSTRACT

38-L0 South Potomac Street circa 1890s
Hagerstouwn

Washington County

This three stories high, brick building is a late nineteenth
century, Romanesque influenced commercial structure. The facade
(west side) is divided into two arcades with segmental arches
which are repeated in the window groupings. The original cornice
was removed several years ago and the first floor now has a
vaguely sympathetic front which was added in the 1960s. The second
énd third floors still retain their original design.

The bulilding was probably‘erected for John Henry Jones and
Thomas B. Smith who were wholesale grocers trading under the name
of Jones and Smith. The gentlemen purchased the property in
December, 1893 when the Romanesque style was a strong influence on
the commercial architecture of the nation. The building is not the
only example of this style in Hagerstown, but it is one of the
more interesting Romanesque influenced commercial structures

because of the design and use of textures on the facade.
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NATICNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

38-140 South Potomac Street

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

38-10 South Potomac Street

CiTY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown

STATE

COUNTY:

Maryland

Washington -

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
[} District X Building ] Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
[1 Site [3 Structure K] Private O In Process Unoccupied [ Restricted
[ Object [J Both [] Being Considered ] Preservation work [ Unrestricted
g in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[C] Agricultural ] Government O Park [3 Transportation [0 Comments
[ Commercial [J Industrial [C) Private Residence [T] Other (Specity) vacant ‘
[ Educational [ Military 7] Religious
] Entertainment 3 Museum ‘[ Scientific

Margaret S. Waltersdorf, c/o Tristate Electrical Supply

STREET AND NUMBER: :

1741 Dual Highway

CiTY OR TOWN: STATE:

Hagerstown

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Washington County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

95 West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown

Maryland

TITIL.E OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: 1 Federal ] State 1 County [J Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PS =~ 708




WA-HRG-6

{Check One)

[] Excellent K] Good 0 Fair [ Deteriorated [J Ruins [0 -Unexposed
CONDITION -
(Check One) (Chec.k One)
(] Altered K] Uncltered ] Moved & Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

38-L0 South Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington County,
stands. on the east side of the street near the center of the block formed
by Public Square and Antietam Street.

The building is a three stories high, late nineteenth century,
brick, Romanesque influenced commercisl structure which sits tight to the
sidewalk and neighboring buildings. The facade (west elevation) is
painted gray, has a modern store front on the first floor, and appears to
be original on the second and third floors.

The windows on the second and third stories are arranged in two
groups of double windows which have a common segmental arch. The third
floor window sets are united by large segmental arches which roughly
divide the facade into two arcades. Raised belt courses stretch across
the facade tying into the arches of the double windows. The window
arches are‘repeated in the circa 1960s shop front which is otherwise not
particularly sympathetic to the original design.

The "arcades" are visually divided in half by flat pilasters

windows. The pilasters have various textures on the shafts and Ionic-
influenced capitals. The facade is presently terminated with a row of
bricks. A circa 1900 photograph of South Potomac Street shows that the
facade originally had a boldly projecting cornice.

The building appears to be structurally sound.

extending from the second floor to the large arches above the third floor.
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(Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian
[J 15th Century

[ 16th Century
[ 17th Century

[C] 18th Century
19th Century

(C] 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If App!

circa 1890s

icable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

(Check One or More ag Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education O Political (3 Urbon Planning
(O Prehistoric [ Engineering ] Religion/Phi- [J Other (Specity)
] Historic [ industry losophy

O Agriculture 1 Invention [} Science

Architecture {3 Lendscape [ Sculpture

0 An Architecture [ Social/Human-

K] Commerce O Literature itarion

] Communications ] Military [0 Theater

] Conservation ] Music ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This three stories high, brick building is a late nineteenth
century, Romanesque influenced commercial structure. The facade
(west side) is divided into two arcades with segmental arches which
are repeated in the window groupings. The original cornice was
removed several years ago and the first floor now has a vaguely
sympathetié front which was added in the 1960s. The second and third
floors still retain their original design.

The building was probably erected for' John Henry Jones and Thomas
B. Smith who were wholesale grocers trading under the name of Jones
and Smith. The gentlemen purchased the property in Decémber, 1893 (B¢ci
when the Romanesque style was a strong influence on the commercial
architecture of the nation. The bullding is not the only example of
this style In Hagerstown, but it is one of the more interesting

Romanesque influenced commercial structures because of the design and

use of textures on the facade.
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.

Randall's General Directory of Hagerstown,'Maryland, 1895-1896.

Hagerstown, Maryland: Globe Job Rooms Print, 1895.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINAT

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE FPROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds. | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] » » o ] » o » - o ’ ”»
NE [ ’ »” -] ’ »
SE [~ ] » o ’ »
SW [~ ’ . o ’ »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: .

Acreage Justification:

The property measures approximately L1' x 240!.

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe)

ORGANIZATION DATE

City of Hagerstown 197¢

STREET AND NUMBER:

0ity Hall

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstoun Maryland

Significance of this property is:
National [] State [ Local (7]

Signature
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SITE: 38-L0 South Potomac Street
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland
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map: City of Hag :
Washington County, Md.
City Engineering Dept.
July, 1970
scale 1"=1200"
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38-40 Soeuth Potowmiac ST
Hdswaﬂwr\

W'dahun%fwi Co.l PO

west efevatrion
Octodoen, 1975

RONALD L. ANDREWS
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32~ 40 Seuvth FPofuamac St
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weast elevaton — defa;l
Och ober, 1975

RONALD L. ANDREWS




