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ABSTRACT
(R. Andrews, 2-77)

50-54 South Potomac Street cornerstone 1898
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland

. Decorated with foliated sculpture and Masonic emblems, the
stone facade (west elevation) of this three story building is a well
preserved example of late nineteenth century Romanesque influenced
commercial architecture. Rectangular in shape, the facade is divided
into three arcades on the upper levels and has a heavy arched
entranceway with flanking fluted columns. The ground floor originally
contained a shop front to the north of the entranceway but was
sympathetically remodeled in later years. The facade is an important
element of the streetscape and one of the best examples of Romanesque
architecture in Hagerstown.

The Masonic Temple was dedicated on 8 March 1899 with the
cornerstone laid nearly a year earlier on 21 April 1898. The architect
was a J. H., Hunter, Construction was executed by Thomas Carnes, a
Hagerstown contractor. The stonework on the facade was carved by
J. R. Jackson of Hagerstown.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is located at 50-54 South Potomac Street in Hagerstown,
Washington County, and stands on the eastern side of the street in the southern
quarter of the block formed by Public Square and Antietam Street,

The Masonic Temple is a late 1890s (cornerstone dated 1898) center-city
commercial brick structure with an applied stone Romanesque influenced facade
(west elevation). A tall three stories high and abutting the sidewalk and
neighboring structures, the Temp1e towers over most of the other buildings
along South Potomac Street and is a prominent feature of the streetscape. The
building appears to be structurally sound and covers nearly all of the
approximately 63' x 240' Tot.

Fairly well preserved, the facade is rectangularly shaped and terminated
at the top with a modillioned cornice below a pedimented, closed roof balustrade.
The upper two levels of the facade are divided vertically into three arcades
with round arches which rest on capitals of pilasters formed by the store front.
The first or ground story has a heavy arched doorway with flanking stubby
columns in the end bay below the southern arcade and two sets of double windows
below the north and middle arcades. Originally, this north and middle section
of the first floor, as delineated by the small cornice with large end brackets
below the second story, contained a store front with large display windows (see
old photograph in Hagerstown Cracker Barrel, August 1975 issue). The
verticality of the facade which is created by the height of the structure and
the upper level arcades is counteracted by the alternating horizontal bands of
smooth and rock-faced stone which make up the facade plane.

The entranceway has a pair of double wooden doors and a one-light transom
set into a heavy, round archway flanked with stubby, fluted columns. The
columns have foliated capitals and rest on pedestals of alternating rock-faced
and smooth surfaces corresponding to the horizontal bands of the facade. A
date stone inscribed 1898 is located in the south pedestal. The arch has a wide
surround with a large keystone and a narrow border of carved work along the
inner section. The keystone contains two emblems in bas-relief of Masonic
organizations: the circular insignia of the Royal Arch Chapter above the
triangular, compass emblem of the Blue Lodge. The wooden doors each have one
large 1ight. A narrow balcony with a balustrade of square holes hangs over the
entranceway and is supported by small brackets with fluting. A band of egg-and-
dart molding stretches between the brackets below the balcony.

The false pediment of the roof balustrade contains the words "Masonic
Temple." below the Knights Templar emblem of a cross and crown. The emblem is
flanked with foliated carving in triangular plan corresponding to the slope of
the pediment. The rectangular surfaces of the balustrade have foliated carving
which stop at the base of the pediment with Medievalish winged dragon-Tike
creatures facing each other. The balustrade and cornice terminate at the outer
ends with squarish, long corbels.

The second story of the facade has a pair of large rectangular windows .
with rectangu]ar transoms 1n each bay The row of rock-faced stones running

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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50-54 South Potomac Street
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland

#7. DESCRIPTION continued

across the top of the windows has foliated carved stones in the
pilasters flanking the arcades. A thin, round pilaster with a
foliated capital divides the windows of the middle section. Leafy
carving rises above the corners of the windows in the rock-faced
stone. The rectangular windows have double-hung, wooden sashes with
one-over-one lights.

The top floor also has a pair of rectangular, double-hung,
wooden sash windows with one-over-one Tights in each arcade. These
windows have half round transoms in the arches. The double-hung
windows apparently are replacements for original single sash windows.

The first floor pairs of windows match those of the second
floor. The "filling in" of the original shop front was done
skillfully so as to match the horizontal banding of the rest of the
facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Decorated with foliated sculpture and Masonic emblems, the stone facade
(west elevation) of this three story building is a well preserved example of
late nineteenth century Romanesque influenced commercial architecture.
Rectangular in shape, the facade is divided into three arcades on the upper
levels and has a heavy arched entranceway with flanking fluted columns. The
ground floor originally contained a shop front to the north of the entranceway
but was sympathetically remodeled in Tater years. The facade is an important
element of the streetscape and one of the best examples of Romanesque

o, architecture in Hagerstown.

The Masonic Temple was dedicated on 8 March 1899 with the cornerstone
laid nearly a year earlier on 21 April 1898. The architect was a J. H. Hunter
(city unknown, not Hagerstown). Construction was executed by Thomas Carnes, a
Hagerstown contractor. The stonework on the facade was carved by J. R. Jackson
of Hagerstown.

As noted in the description, the first floor of the building originally
contained a storeroom with large glass display windows. In later years, circa
the 1920s, the storeroom was renovated for lodge use and the facade was
remodeled though retaining the character of the facade. The Post Office was
once located in this building as once was the Temple Theatre.

In great condition, the facade of this building is an important element
of the streetscape and one of the best examples of Romanesque.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

The property measures approximately 62%' x 240,

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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