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ABSTRACT
(R. Andrews, 9-76)

56-58 South Potomac Street circa 1820s or 1830s
Hagerstown
Washington County

This two and a half story high brick building is one of several
pre-Civil War period structures standing in downtown Hagerstown. It is
primarily significant, however, because the building is one of only a few
of these structures which retain the original configuration and
fenestration arrangements.

Erected in the early to mid nineteenth century, probably the
1820s, the building exemplifies the Neoclassical influenced form of
construction which was common in Hagerstown in the first half of the 1800s.
The building has a symmetrical facade (four bays), a steeply pitched gable
roof, internal end chimneys, and double-hung, wooden sash windows with
multiple Tights and narrow frames. Although the building was altered in
later years, the upper stories, and possibly the facade dormers, are
original.

The building was probably erected as a residence. It is quite
similar in form to several houses on this street as shown in a mid
nineteenth century stereographic view of the Public Square area. As the
central business area was expanded in the late nineteenth century, the
building was adopted for commercial purposes with the installation of two
shop fronts on the west or Potomac Street elevation. The store fronts
still retain much of the original decorative detailing.

Although the exterior walls were resurfaced in recent years, the
building performs an important function in the streetscape by terminating
the sharply contrasting lines and styles which accentuate the street.

The contrast, though harmonious, is particularly evident in comparing
this building with rectangular 1ines to the Romanesque influenced Masonic
Temple with round arches which stands immediately to the north.




N
'/CTIONS

INSTR

SEE

WA-HAG -6

. 2204844488
*:fg\'@?f\ \‘
W MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET
DG NOMINATION FORM
CBX‘:\

for the
NATIONAL: REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

C OMMON:

56-58 South Potomac Street

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

56-58 South Potomac Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown

[STATE Jcoun-rv:

Maryland Washington

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
[ Distriet X} Building [ Public Public Acquisition: X Occupio.d Yos:
[ Site 3 Structure Private ) In Process ] Uncccupied [0 Restricted
[ Object ) [ Both [O Being Considered 7] Preservation work U} Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Agricu}hural {1 Government 3 Park [ Tronsportation 1 Comments
X1 Commercial [ Industrial [[] Private Residence [] Other (Specity)
[l Educational O Milirery 1 Retigious
[ Entertainment 3 Museum 1 Scientific

WNER'S N AME:

Beulah I. Meyers

"ISTREET AND NUMBER:

1013 Potomac Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown MaryTland

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Washington County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

95 West Washington Street

Hagerstown Maryland
224-145

CITY OR TOWN:

DATE OF SURVEY: [3 Federal [1 State [ County [ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Ps5 =~ 709




WAHAG

ne)
[] Excellent XI Goeod ] Fair {T] Deteriorated [J Ruins (O -Unexposed
(Check One) ' (Check One)
X1 Altered {7 Uncitered 3 Moved [X] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A 4D QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

Known as 56-58 South Potomac Street in Hagerstown, Washington
County, the building is situated on the east side of the street, at the
intersection of Antietam Street (northeast corner), in the f1rst block
south of Public Square.

The building is an early to mid nineteenth century Neoclassical
1nf1uenced brick structure. Abutting the sidewalk and the south and west
sides and nearly the neighboring structure to the north, the building is
two and a half stories high with a gable roof. A two and a half story
high el and a further addition project from the east of rear elevation
and is in Tine with the south wall of the main structure. The ridge of
the roof runs in a north-south direction,

The structure is four bays wide across the facade and is four
bays deep plus the four bays along the wing. It has two gable-roofed
roof dormers with windows on the front and single interior end chimneys
on the north and south sides. The south and west elevations are covered
with a new surface of bricking which was applied in recent years. The
roof is covered with asphalt shingles.

The principal facade (west elevation) is symmetrically arranged
with four windows on the second story and two shop fronts on the ground
floor. The upper story windows probably are orlglnal and are the double-
hung, wooden sash type with narrow frames and six-over-six lights. The
shop fronts were installed in the late 1800s and have been altered in
recent years but do still retain the original delineating cornices, end
brackets, and surrounds. The south stone front has a diagonally placed
doorway on the corner with a vaguely classical, fluted metal column
supporting the upper stories. A cornice with small brackets, possibly
original in part, runs along the top of the facade.

A shelf-1ike balcony with recent vintage metal balustrades runs
along the base of the three northern windows of the facade. A metal
fire escape runs across the facade roof, connecting the dormers, and
down the north side of the building.

Most of the windows of the south or Antietam Street elevation
are believed to contain or1glna1 sashes and frames, 1nc1ud1ng the two in
the gable and those of the wing. The windows have six-over-six lights
in double-hung, wooden sashes. The two doorways along this side were
installed years after the building was erected. The door in the main
section was probably opened in the late nineteenth century, and the one
in the wing probably a few years ago.

A one story brick faced extension was added in recent years to
the east end of the wing.

A doorway with Tlate nineteenth century decorative detailing
similar to that of the store fronts but not identical stands to the north
abutting this building and the one to the north. This doorway leads into
the open passage between the buildings. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two and a half story high brick building is one of several
pre-Civil War period structures standing in downtown Hagerstown. It is
primarily significant, however, because the building is one of only a few
of these structures which retain the original configuration and
fenestration arrangements.

Erected in the early to mid nineteenth century, probably the
1820s, the building exemplifies the Neoclassical influenced form of
construction which was common in Hagerstown in the first half of the
1800s. The building has a symmetrical facade (four bays), a steeply
pitched gable roof, internal end chimneys, and double-hung, wooden sash
windows with multiple lights and narrow frames. Although the building
was altered in later years, the upper stories, and possibly the facade
dormers, are original.

The building was probably erected as a residence. It is quite
similar in form to several houses on this street as shown in a mid-
nineteenth century stereographic view of the Public Square area. As the
central business area was expanded in the late nineteenth century, the
building was adopted for commercial purposes with the installation of two
shop fronts on the west or Potomac Street elevation. The store fronts
still retain much of the original decorative detailing.

Although the exterior walls were resurfaced in recent years, the
building performs an important function in the streetscape by terminating
the sharply contrasting Tines and styles which accentuate the street.

The contrast, though harmonious, is particularly evident in comparing
this bu11d1ng with rectangular Tines to the Romanesque influenced Masonic
Temple with round arches which stands immediately to the north.
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown,

Maryland,

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES |
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE FROPERTY o

LATITUDRE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutss Seconds
NW -] » » o y ” [+] " - o » ”»
NE ° ’ " o ’ »
SE ° s » o » »
SW 2 : . hd . s

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

EAcreage Justification:

The property measures approximately 41% x 121°,

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant

(mbe)

ORGANMIZATION

City of Hagerstown

DATE

Sept. 21, 1976

STREET AND NUMBER:

City Hall

CiITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown

Maryland

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [7] State [ Local [

Signature
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-HISTbRIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION -
1— EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE : :

. JUN 19 ‘Iurw‘ ;

-
PS Office Use Only © NPS Ofﬂce Use Only :
RIS No Project No: '

’ MARYLAND HISTORI(

xn_

I:I potentlal histonc dlsmct

wiLic SRR paitan - dT

I:I certified state or local district

significance of the above-named historic dustnct for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.
[ certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

' __preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.
“preliminary determination that a bunldmg tocated within a potential historic dnstnct contnbutes to the sngnmcance of the district.
" preliminary determination that a buiiding outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district,

Hagerstown

vy B

Cvty

=x>"I
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6/1/87!:"

Date

Clty T-'la ge 'r‘qi-nwn

an _ 71 '741) R Day:nme Tetephone Number>w4

ontnbutes to the SIgnmcance of the above—named district and is a “certified historic structure” for the purpose of rehabilitation.”
ontributes to the sugmflcance of the abov&named dlstrlct and is a “cemfled historic structure” for a charitable contribution for

Z’ appears to meet the Natnonal Reglster Cntena for Evaluatuon and will I|kely be hsted in the National Reglster of Historic Places if nommated by the State

" Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and wilt likely not be hsted in the Natnonal Reglster ’ Co

' appears to contribute to the sxgmflcance of a potentual historic district, which will likely be listed in the Nanonal Register of Hlstonc Places if nominated by the H

. State Historic Preservation Officer.
~ appears to contribute to the srgnmcance of a reglstered historic district but is outside the period or area of sxgmflcance as documented in the National

Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS

‘does not appear to qualify as a certlfled hlstorlc structure. -

National Park Service Authorized Signature ; National Park Service OffuceIT elephone No:
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SR e T
" PART 17 =
k4 S i L ek Pro;ect Numbe
'54,56,58 South Potomac Street: e s
- Hagerstown, Marylands )
’-5 Description of physfcél abpearancgi : - . /;

i

‘The! Sekula Building is a two-story c. 1830masonry building, four
bays’wide’ and four bays déep?with;affohr}bay+wide;re112:facing,gf
Antietam Street. - During a C.+1940's: renovation,- the west front: -

: fabadé%élevationland“the’southTfacade“weré*facgdwwitﬁjai(simulatedf“"'
brick);concrete”surface,treatment;onwallitheﬂexposed‘exterior walls ;-
with: the exception of the. north wall-adjacent. to.the Masonic Temple.

.mfDuriﬁg;thé;lQ40i5-501sfrenévaﬁidﬁfﬁéik;vanohe-étpry”rectéhgular
brick addition, with a flat roof was.constructed on, the east gable

“~eénd-elevation of the ell.”™ “wood frame structure was attached  i“T-:
~to the left of the original brick building on the north exterior '
‘was added when the late Victorian storefronts .

~wall.  This section
- were installed.

; ached’continuation sheet)
Date of Construction: _C. 1830 Source of Date: _ExXisting evidence and research
. T i p . B0 B L Figgavin, . SRt LT e R TP e g b o g ey e = B T
_ Date(s) of Atteration(s);: Yarious Jater additions. = ", :
Has bvuvildyi'ngr:been moved? [J Yes K no. If so, when?- .- : - e e e Rtk
6. Statement of significance: -
See’ attached continuation’

Photographs and maps

ks

_‘At't‘a'ch: br;ots;jraphé and haps: to a'b.plication.v-f" Lo
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: : : Hlstonc Preservation "~
1 sekula Pr operty Certlflcatlon Apphcatuon e R
" Broperty Name -

4,56 and 58 South Potomac St._
,ym@mawespHagerstown,iMaryland_ﬁf

(Descrlptlon of th 1cal Appaarance}_ —
Instructions, Read the instructions carefully before completing. Type, or print clearly in black |nk Use this sheet to contmue sections of the Part 1 and Part 2 ap-
5 plication, or to amend an application already submitted. Photocopy additional sheets as needed. -

. This sheet: 5& continues Part 1 13 continues Part 2. [ amends Part 1. D amends Part 2 = NPS Project Number:

The building was orlglnally built as a dwelling. The front eleva-
- tion could have had a center door flanked by two (2) windows on

: elther side. The first floor elevations were altered and a commer-
‘cial storefront installed about _19@7.- At this time- major ‘portions
“of brick masonry were removed, steel beams and cast ‘iron corner
post (1 column) were installed to provmd openlngs for the late
Vlctorlan‘wood and glass storefront ’ : 2

The most recent brlck addltlon to the bulldlng was constructed be~

- tween 1940-50 and contains apartment: space. - This portion of the
building is not significant to the structure. The second floor and
attic space of the building as well as the second and first floor of
the "ell" are lelded 1nto apartments. FR L

There are no traces of s1gn1f1cant orlglnal interior trim or moldlng
in the first floor of the front portion of.the building remaining.
No fireplace mantles remain and the flooring has been replaced.
Dlagonally laid: narrow board maple floorlng 1nstalled early in the

g- early*ZOth'C;'altera 1ons, the double—hung sash were: removed -
when-the brick: front was.removed at’ the lst-floor; so that large '
"~ windows  with wooden panels underneath: could be installed.. . A portion
”ﬂof thls storefront was, removed ‘in. the 20th C. and the present inappro-

: Date/é“.2?'87
=City - “HAGCERS B o
yﬂme Te!eph Numher W @7 (s O -

NPS »Offlce Use Only

' D The Natlonal Park Servrce has determmed that these pro;ect amendments meet the Secretary of the lntenor s “Standards
i for Rehabilitation:’”:

D The National Park Service has deter mrned that these PFOJeCt amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior’s
- “Standards for Rehabrhta’uon P

Natronal Park Servnce Authonzed Slgnature .

National Park Service Office/Telephone No.
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CONTINUATION/AMENDMENT SHEET LA - HAG‘7€

ki1 TA Property " Historic Preservation™
- Property Name e ST L R © .+ = Certification Apphcatlon

c Stree'
[Property Address - Hagerstown, Maryland

4>On”Aprll 24 31306 the property\was purchased by\Tthas B South
5for $18 000 00" CL:ber 123, Follo 7331,~~~ S

~The‘structure has evolved from a quest two-story, c. 183Q dwell;ng

~"into a- bulldlng with mixed< uses.:- It was altered for: commercmal use: ,g
at the first floor level and has remained in commercial use until

.~ the present, contrlbutlng to twentieth century commerc1al hlstory

7jof=Hagerstown for p0551bly more- than 87 years. <L




Form 10-168b UMD Appiuvey
_Rev.12)86 .° : No. 1024-0009

o e s CONT|NUAT|ON/AMENDMENT SHEET . _ Q‘HA(

Hnstorlc Preservatlon :

sékﬁ1a Pro ertii'f,_k;=.
peryY Certification Apphcatlon

Property Name .-
54,56 and 58 South Potomac Street

,‘VProkperty Address” Hagerstown, Maryland' R (Statement D;E S;gnlfl(;ancé)j i )

Instructions. Read the instructions carefully before completing. Type, or print clearly in black ink. Use this sheet to continue sect»ons of the Pan 1 and Part 2 ap-
- plication, or to amend an application aiready submitted. Photocopy additional sheets as needed. . = - . . L ; .

i This sheet: [X continues Part1 =[] continues Part 2 D amends Part 1 D amends Part2:: NPS Pro;ect Number:
The Sekula Bulldlng is_ 1ocated on the corner of Potomac Street and
_Antietam Street, a key corner and an rmportant,anchor element in the 717
streetscape, : SR i S O W STD I LT

J. Frank and Walter Roessner bought-the bulldlng from South on: Aprll
20, 1921.  South was probably the person who altered the building
,and 1nstalled the wood and glass storefronts and the corner entrance.

Early postcards taken durlng the lst quarter of the 20th C., 1nd1oate
that the flrst floor housed a store, probably a grocery type store. .

The bulldlng has contrlbuted to commerce in downtown ‘Hagerstown ‘ e
throughout the 20th century; and has thereby contributed to the o

Hage wnhCommercmal Core Hlstorlc Dlstrlct

b .,.w.r ...._..-»w

Lan records'lndlcate that when the ‘executors: for John Roblnson and e e
John:GiZYoung. sold: the: property located at the corner of Potomac, and S
East'Antietam’ (Lot 107):+to Jacob and Elizabeth Stoner, with a deed ™~
dated November 12, 1847 for the amount of $600.00, it was descrlbed

as- follows.u All that Weather boarded dwelling house and half lot .=
ofgground belonglng to Anna Barr, deceased (no deed glven),rmarked
on the . Plat of Hagerstown. . (Liber IN2, FOllO 887)

Samuel: Seibert purchased a- two—story weatherboarded dwelllng house;
farhalf-ground lot situated on. the corner of Potomac and East = =

£ 1th 4l foot: front and-runs-back 240= feet, and known as = -

- He- pald $1,140.00 to. the Stoner. heirs, Elizabeth, - .

arah and Isaiah Stoner, 1455;3229 (leer 15, FOllO 426)*'

o SErese &____) —{Liber 99'3 EQ]]Q 253~

o ‘ ity /ﬁﬂnmxnmuu
: Dayume Telephone Number, « -

Zip S D) T 7@ 7-£20q

the Secretary of the lntenor s “Standards T "

'for Rehabilitation.” """ - SR e
D‘“The National Park Serwce has determmed that these pro;ect amendments do not meet the Secretary of the lntenor s

National Park Service Authonzed Sugnature . - : National Park Service Office/Teiephone No.

(See back of sheet) ‘TV‘ZtTﬁ:'jfﬁﬁf
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5L- 58 Sovth Pofommace Shrecet
Hajer.s‘f'own

Washinafen Co., Hd.

SW view

Octobec, 4375

RONALD L. ANDREWS




