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ABSTRACT

(R. Andrews, 9-76)

Colonial Hotel Early Twentieth Century
57-59 South Potomac Street
Hagerstown

Washington County

The Colonial Hotel is a four stories high, Georgian Reviwval
style structure which stands on fhe northwest corner of
Potomac and Antietam Streets. The building probasbly dates
from the second decade of this century and originally was
crowned with a high mansard roof. The east or facade
elevation is fairly original and is noted for the decorative

detailing, particularly the pedimented door hoods.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Colonial Hotel is located at 57-59 South Potomac Street in
Hagerstown, Washington County, and stands on the northwest corner
of the intersection of Potomac and Antietam Streets, one block
south of Public Square.

The building is an early twentieth century, Georgian Revival style
hotel structure which is four stories high and sits tight to the
sidewalks and the neighboring building on the north. Constructed
of brick with stone decorative detailing, the building measures
approximately 35 feet by 140 feet, fronts on South Potomac Street,
and has three bays along Potomac Street and approximately eight
bays along Antietam Street. At the present, the building has a
flat roof and a large cornice with consoles. With a few exceptions,
the east (facade) and south elevations appear to be in fairly
original condition. The building originglly had a high mensard
roof with large dormers corresponding in location to the bays below.
The mansard roof was removed sometime in the mid~twentieth century.
The principal windows of the building have double-hung, wooden sashes
with six-over-gix lights.

The main facade (east side) is symmetrically arranged into three
bays+ The street level has a centered doorway with shop windows
flanked by two end bay doorways with heavy pedimented hoods. The
upper three stories of this elevation have a centered column of
tripartite bay windows and single windows with gold flat arches

and keystones in the outer bays. The single windows have small
balconies with metal bohistrades. The bay window column has pressed
metal decorative panels below the windows. Stone quoining runs
along the outer edges of the facade and the first story of the
facade is rusticated.

The Colonial Hotel appears to be structurally sound.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Colonial Hotel is one of several hotels which were erected
in Hagerstown in the early decades of the twentieth century. The
building is important for representing the Georgian or Colonial
Revival style of architecture and for its commercial association
with Hagerstown when the City was an important railroad center.

The Georgian Revival style was one of several eclectic architectural
forms popular in the United States at the turn of the century. The
style was bagsed upon an eighteenth century English form fashionable
in the American colonies in the pre-Revolutionary War period. The
Georgian Revival style is characterized by & rectangular-plan, --
symmetrical facade, quoining, and classigal cornices and decorative
detailing. In eclectic fashion, elements from other styles are
often mixed with the Georgian features. .. In the case of the Colonial
Hotel, the building originally was crowned with a high mansard roof,
making the structure five stories in height. Another non-Georgian
feature prominent in the design of the building are the tripartite
bay windows which became quite popular in the late nineteenth century
for utilitarian as well as aesthetic reasons.

The exact construction date of the Colonial Hotel is not known. The
stylistic features indicate the first or second decades (probably
more the second) of the twentieth century. A John R. Hamilton
purchased the property in July 1917 (Deed Book 152, p. 7) and the
building may date from his ownership although there is no definite
information supporting this theory. The building was standing by
1919 when it was referred to in a Chamber of Commerce Brochure. The
mansard roof was destroyed by fire.
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"Hagerstown Greetings 1919" (p. L) and "Hagerstownm, Maryland: At
the Crossroute of History and Commerce." pamphlets, Washington
County Historical Society, Miller House, Hagerstown, Maryland

Washington County Land Records,.courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

‘Acreage Justification:

The property measures approximately 35' x 1LO!

NAME AND TITLE:

Ronald I,. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant =
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DATE

City of Hagerstown N N

| Sept: 13, 1976
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City Hall L
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Hagerstown Maryland
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(Office Use Only)
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CONTINUATION SHEET (R. Andrews, 9-76)

Colonial Hotel

57-59 South Potomac Street
Hagerstown

Washington County, Maryland

HISTORICAL CHAIN OF TITLE (Washington County Land Records)

Book 577, p. 208

2L April 197L

grantor: Jammot, Inc.

grantee: Charles R. Smith and Billy ILee Anthis
35t x 140!

Book 525, p. 227

21 June 1971

grantor: B. J. Hipp, Inc.
grantee: Jamont, Inc.

Book 422, p. Th5

1 May 1965

grantor: Burnell J. Hipp and wife Gladys
grantee: B. J. Hipp, Inc.

Book 422, p. 7hO

1 May 1965

grantor: Herbert W. Cornish and wife Ethel C.
grantee: Burnell J. Hipp and wife Gladys

Book 263, p. 168

25 April 1951

grantor: Herbert W. Cornish, Ethel C. Cornish, and Alma A. McShane,
Trustees of Cornish Corporation

grantee: Herbert W. Cornish and wife Ethel C.

Book 212, p. 410

17 May 1940

grantor: W. T. Osborne, Receiver of the First National Bank of Hagerstown
grantee: The Cornish Corporation

consideration: $115,000

Book 200, p. 77

7 December 1935

grantor: Ellsworth R. Rouletis, assignee for the purpose of foreclosure
and collection

grantee: Firgt National Bank of Hagerstown
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CONTINUATION SHEET (R. Andrews, 9-76)

Colonial Hotel _

57-59 South Potomac Street
Hagerstown

Washington County, Maryland

HISTORICAL CHAIN OF TITLE (Washington County Land Records)

Book 185, p. 226

21 March 1930

grantor: James Koliopulos and wife Margaret B.
grantee: The Colonial Hotel Company

Book 185, p. 145
10 March 1930

grantor: Elias B. Hartle, assignee of a mortgage
grantee: dJames Kollopulos
consideration: $60,100

Book 152, p. 7

2L, July 1917 :

grantor: Frank L. Hamilton and Jennie F. his wife,
Charlestown, West Virginia

grantee: John R. Hamilton




SITE: Colonial Hotel
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57-59 South Potomac Street

Hagerstown
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. " Upper left—The Princess Dagmar Hotel.
Upper right—The Hotel Adlexander.
Lowrer left—The Colonial Hotel.

Lower right—The Hamilton Hotel,

HAGERSTOWN'S HOTELS

Few cities are as well provided for in the matter of
hotels. The many modern and well equipped hostelries,
the more prominent of which are pictured above, make the
city a convention and tourist center, where comfort, con-
venience, and even luxury, are synonymous with modcrate
rates.

"Hagerstown, Maryland: At the Crossroutes of
‘History and Commerce' (pamphlet, no date)

Washington County, Maryland
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