
ABSTRACT 

(R . Andrews, 5-77) 

Alexander Inn 

6-8 Public Square and 

3-19 East Washington Street 

Hagerstown 

Washington County, Maryland 

1927-1929 

Erected for a group of Hagerstown businessmen, this eclectic 

Renaissance Revival influenced ten story hotel structure was built 

between 1927 and 1929 . Work was begun on the building soon after 

ground was broken on 26 September 1927. The hotel opened for business 

on Saint Valentine's Day 1929. Historically, the building attests 

to the economic strength of Hagerstown in the years just prior to the 

Great Depression. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Alexander Inn stands at 6-8 Public Square in Hagerstown, Washington 

County, and is located on the southeast corner, fronting on both Public Square 

and East Washington Street, 

Originally known as the Alexander Hotel, the Alexander Inn is a ten 

story 1927-1929 masonry and metal hotel structure with an eclectic Renaissance 

Revival influenced exterior arranged in a tripartite system corresponding to 

the base, shaft, and capital of a classical column. The lower two stories are 

constructed of masonry block imitating rustication. Levels three through eight 

are brick and terminate with a masonry cornice. The top two stories are also 

brick but serve as a crown or capital of the column. A low two story wing 

projects to the east. The building has six bays along Public Square and twelve 

bays along Washington Street. 

Most of the windows of the building are of the classical double-hung, 

wooden type with six-over-six lights. The second and top story windows have 

round arches with masonry arch surrounds. The third story windows and wall 

have masonry quoining. The north side along East Washington Street has five 

two story large round arch windows on the lower stories. The windows on the 

ninth and tenth levels are decoratively connected vertically to give the 

impression of tall windows. 

The building is structurally sound. The exterior is fairly original. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Erected for a group of Hagerstown businessmen, this eclectic Renaissance 

Revival influenced ten story hotel structure was built between 1927 and 1929~ 

Work was begun on the building soon after ground was broken on 26 September 

1927. The hotel opened for business on Saint Valentine's Day 1929. Historically, 

the building attests to the economic strength of Hagerstown in the years just 

prior to the Great Depression. 

Architecturally, the Alexander Inn, originally called the Alexander 

Hotel, is a skyscraper with its exterior parts arranged in a tripartite system 

corresponding to a classical column, base, shaft, and capital. This is a type 

of building which was not possible until the development of the elevator, an 

invention which was well in use by the 1920s. The first skyscraper form 

buildings in Hagerstown were erected about the early 1900s, Another interesting 

architectural feature of the Alexander Inn is the contrast between it, a 

masonry and metal constructed building, and the neighboring brick and frame 

structures. 

The Alexander Inn closed as a hotel in 1971 and has been empty since 

then. 

SEE CHAIN OF TITLE 
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
Washington County Historical Society, files. Miller House, Hagerstown, MD. 
Hagerstown Office of the Building Inspector, City Hall, Hagerstown, MD. 

(Permit No. A-12, issued 12 October 1927.) 
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

The property measures approximately 81.5 1 x 200 1 and contains 
approximately 16,400 square feet. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City of Hagerstown May 20, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

City Hall (301) 731-3200 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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HISTORICAL CHAIN OF TITLE (Washington County Land Records) 

Book 544, p. 384 
11 July 1972 
grantor: Hager Housing Corporation 
grantee: Leslie F. Earley 

Book 535, p. 382 
15 October 1971 
grantor: Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Co., Greensboro, 

N.C. 
grantee: Hager Housing Corporation 

Book 520, p. 339 
31 March 1971 
grantor: Daniel W. Moylan, Assignee Equity #27, 123 
grantee: Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Co. 

Book 470, p. 399 
8 April 1968 
grantor: Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Company 
grantee: Bay Head Restaurant, Inc. 
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map: City of Ha~erstown . 
Washington County, Md. 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 
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