
ABSTRACT 

(R. Andrews, 1-77) 

Walker House Circa 1885 

49 Summit Avenue 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

Historically known as the Walker House, this High Victorian style house 
is believed to have been erected about 1885 as the residence of 
William W. Walker (1832-1889), a Hagerstown businessman who purchased 
the property in 1884. The building occupies a prominent corner site 
at the intersection of Antiet~n Street and is whimsical relief with the 
turreted facade from the staid lines of the surrounding commercial 
structures. Built of brick and painted, the house stands on a high 
rock-faced stone foundation and is two stories in height with a third 
under a steeply pitched mansard roof. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Known as 49 Summit Avenue, the building stands on the northwest corner at the 
intersection of Antietam Street, southwest of Public Square and one block south 
of Washington Street, in Hagerstown, Washington County. 

The building is a circa 1885 painted brick house which sits on a high 
foundation and is two stories in height with a third level under a steeply 
pitched mansard roof. Abut.ting the sidewalks and neighboring structure to the 
north, the house is built into a hill which rises to the west, resulting with 
the sidewalk being the sa.ine height as the sill of the last window in the wing 
projecting along Antietrun Street. 

Tne facade or west elevation is symmetrically fenestrated with a centered, 
three story entrance turret or tower with a .flat roof. The high foundation 
wall is constructed of rock-faced, rectangular stones and comes up to the 
window sills. The tower has a large cavity-like entranceway with thick, 
chamfered pilasters and foliated capitals supporting a stone round arch. The 
doorway has contemporary metal and glass doors a~d transom. 

The facade windows flank the tower with a large three-part window on each side 
of the first story, and two single windows on either side of the upper two 
stories. The first floor windows are replacements, but the others appear to 
be original. The tower has three windows on upper levels with three small 
circular windows at the top. The principal windows, including those on the 
dormers, have double-hung window sashes with one-over-one lights. 

The mansard roof has four window dormers on the east or facade elevation and 
two along the south side flanking a decorated brick chim.ney. The dormers have 
gable roofs with foliated-like cut-out decoration in the gable panels. The 
roof is covered with slate shingles with decorated banding. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES Circa 1885 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Historically known as the Walker House, this High Victorian style house 
is believed to have been erected about 1885 as the residence of 
Willi~n W. Walker (1832-1889), a Hagerstown businessman who purchased 
the property in 1884 (Deed Book 88, p. 189). The building occupies a 
prominent corner site at the intersection of Antietam Street and is 
whimsical relief with the turreted facade from the staid lines of the 
surrounding corrnnercial structures. Built of brick and painted, the 
house stands on a high rock-faced stone foundation and is two stories 
in height with a third under a steeply pitched mansard roof. 

A native of Franklin County, Pennsylvania, Walker studied pharmacy before 
moving to Hagerstow~ in 1867 to form a grocery firm with his brother 
George W. Walker and T. J. Nill under the narne of Walker, Nill, and Company. 
He later went into the wholesale and retail liquor business, eventually 
opening a distillery near Williamsport. (Williams, II, 1183-1184) 

Purchased by Walker in 1884, the property was retained by the f~~ily until 
1932 when title was transferred from Walker's grandaughter to a Hagerstown 
ba11k. 

See Chain of Title 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IE!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

T'ne property measures approximately 70 1 x 108' 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND GOUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
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Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant , bg 
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STREET & NUMBER 

City Hall 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

DATE 
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TELEPHONE 
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Maryland 21740 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Walker House 
49 Summit Avenue 
Hagerstown 

1 of 1 page 

(R. Andrews, 1-77) 

Washington County, Marylat!d 

HISTORICAL CHAIN OF TITLE (Washington County Land Records) 

Book 239, p. 25 
3 December l946 
granter: The Nicodemus National Bank of Hagerstown 
grantee: Nettie L. K. Bitler, widow of Luther C. Bitler 
known as Walker Property 

Book 190, p. 183 
9 January 1932 
granter: Inez Van Valkenburg Gerling 
grantee: Nicodemus National Bank of Hagerstown 
S. Jonathan Street 

Book 16l, p. 298 
22 October l921 
grantor: Henry F. Wingert (unmarried) 
grantee: Inez Isadora Gerling 

"Walker Property11 

Book 161, p. 256 
23 September 1921 
grantor: Wm. Dixon Van Valkenberg Executor of estate of 

Aru.1a M. Van Valkenberg (Will Book N, p. 150) 
grantee: Inez Isadora Gerling 
"Walker Property" 

Book 88, p. 189 
31 March 1884 
gra11tor: John F. A. Remley and wife, Ella A.; David Long and wife May 
grantee: William W. Walker 
$10,000 
parts of lots #9 and #10 (what plat ??) 
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N. R. FlELO SHEET 

CONDITION 
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Excellent 0 Good Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 
(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered ~ 

(Check One) 
INTEGRITY 

Moved 0 Original Site B 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

49 Summit Avenue is a large, 3 storey brick building 
with stone base and mansard roof (3rd storey). In the 
center of the front facade is a somewhat unique feature 
a turret-like porjection that mushrooms from over the 
entranceway (forming a small entrance roof) and tele­
scopes up to the level of the top of the roof. The 
uppermost band of this tower has three round windows 
set in it. The mansard roof is shingled with slate in 
customary banding of the period. The windows on the 
second storey have stone sills and caps. 
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49 Summit Avenue is more than just a good example of 
a High Victorian house, for this corner structure is most 

interesting and 'fun' visually -- its front turret-like 
projection looking like front of a steamb,oat or some other 
equally (for downtown Hagerstown) incongruous thing. 
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SITE: 49 Summit Avenue 
Hagerstown 

map: 

Washington County, Maryland 

City of Hagerstown. 
Washington County. Md. 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 · 
scale 1"=1200' 
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49 Summit Ave . , Hagerstown, MD 21740 
2/14/91, corner view of east and 
south facades from West Antietam St . 
photographer facing northwest , 3/11 
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