
4-6 West Washington Street 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

ABSTRACT 

late 19th century 

Located just west of Public Square, this late nineteenth 

century commercial structure has a pressed metal facade (south 

side) on the upper floors. Three stories high, the facade is 

divided into two, bowed divisions with the windows horizontally 

arranged between Ionic pilasters. The ornate decoration of the 

facade makes this building a major visual factor in the 

streetscape of the Public Square area. 
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Located at 4-6 West Washington Street in Hagerstown, Washington 

County, the building stands on the north side of' the street in the 

eastern third of' the block f'orm.ed by Public Square and Jonathan Street. 

The building is a late nineteenth century, masonry commercial 

structure, three stories high, which sits tight to the sidewalk in row 

with the neighboring buildings. A simple, clear-cut rectangular f'orm, 

the building has a f'lat roof' and a boldly projecting, bracketed cornice. 

The upper two stories of' the f'acade (south side), which are original 

and basically unaltered, have an ornate, pressed metal (probably tin) 

covering and are divided into two sections, each of' which gently bow 

outward. The f'irst f'loor of' the f'acade has a circa 1930s Art D3co 

inf'luenced shop front which extends over the neighboring structure to 

the west (14-16 West Washington Street). 

The windows of' the upper two stories have double-hung, wooden 

sashes with one-over-one lights and are horizontally arranged between 

piers, f'our per section per f'loor. The spandrels above and below the 

windows have foliated, relief' decoration. The three piers extend the 

height of' the upper levels, terminating at the cornice. On each floor, 

the pier is made up of' a fluted, flat Ionic pilaster with voluted 

capitals and surmounts a paneled dado. 
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Located just west of the center .of Hagerstown, 4-6 West washington 

Street is important for its architecture and its prominent role in the 

streetscape of an important artery leading into Public Square. 

The building is representative of the simple, clear-cut, 

rectangular type of urban commercial architecture popular at the close 

of the nineteenth century which was given character by the application 

"' of extraneous decorative detailing. In this case the decorative and 
z 

structural elements are linked through the double bowed fenestration 

w arrangement of the upper two levels of the facade (south side). The 
w 

decorative detailing of the ornate, pressed metal front exhibits the 

influence of the Classical Revival style through the use of Ionic 

pilasters, wreaths, and other foliated decoration associated with the 

classical styles. 

Situated approximately one building west of Public Square on 

U.S. Route 40, Washington Street, the facade stands in harmonious 

contrast with the neighboring fronts. Contributing to the rhythm. of 

lines through its general shape and scale, the ornate facade has a 

visual impact which is particularly acute compared to the low, Art Deco 

building to the west (14-16 West Washington Street) and the plainer, 

Italianate influence structure (20 Public Square) abuting it on the east. 
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