
ABSTRACT 

17-19 West Washington Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County 

circa 1924 

Erected for the Cohen family, which purchased the property 
in 1924, 17-19 West Washington Street is a type of urban 
connnercial architecture popular in the 1920s. The building is 
a simple clear-cut rectangular form, four stories high, with a 
medieval parapet. 
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for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

17-19 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Ha erstown 
STATE COUNTY: 
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0 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

District IX! Building 

Site 0 Structure 

0 Public 

~ Private 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Object 0 Both O Being Considered 
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

!?fl Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Cohen Brothers, Inc. 
W STREET AND NUMBER: 

w 12 West Franklin Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
::~~ t.::§Gfillt9JKP!f: \lJ;MTili t!l~~lt!iliJR~: r 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Washington County COurthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

95 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STRE!:ET AND NUMBER: 

STATE: 

0 State 

STATE: 

STATUS 

0 Occupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

l1b] Unoccupied D 
0 Preservation work 0 

Restricted 

Unrestricted 

in progress fil No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Maryland 

0 County 

0 Comments 

21740 

0 Local 

PS - 709 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

0 Altered 

IX! Good 0 Foir 

(Check One) 

IZ! Unciltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved IX) Original Site 

Located on the south side of the street, 17-19 West Washington 

Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, stands in the eastern half' of the 

block formed by Public Square and Jonathan Street. 

The building is a circa 1924 center-city commercial structure of 

brick construction and four stories in height with a storeroom on the 

first floor and apartments (?) above. The street level of the facade 

(north side) has a circa 1950s shop front of polished panels and large 

display windows. The upper stories of the facade appear to be original 

and have a series of windows arranged singularly or in groups on each 

floor. The top of the facade has a stepped parapet with masonry cap 

stones. Centered near the top of the front is a circular medallion with 

the letter 11011 inscribed in it. Spaced above and between the end windows 

are decorative diamond-shape masonry ornaments. 
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PERIOD (Check One or Mor• aa Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE{S) (l!Appllcable and Known) c. 192 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture D Invention D Science 

~ Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

~ Commerce 0 Literature itoria.n 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

[lg' 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Erected for the Cohen family, which purchased the property in 1924 

(Deed Book 168, p. 142), 17-19 West Washington Street is a type of 

urban commercial architecture popular in the 1920s. The building is a 

simple clear-cut rectangular form, four stories high, with a medieval 

parapet. 



Washington County Land Recordsj Courthousej Hagerstownj Maryland 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANp LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT CDF A PROPERTY DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

·~------·---~-----------! R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds. Degrees Minutes Seco.nds 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED "PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

The property measures approximately 28 .7 1 x 118 •. 

Ronald L. An4rewsj Historic Preservation Consultant mbe 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City of Hagerstown 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

City Hall 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 

J;~'i; State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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SITE: 17-19 West Washington Street 
Hagerstown 

map: 

Washington County, Maryland 

City of Hagerstown. 
Wishiniton County. Md. 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 
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