
ABSTRACT 

Hays Building 
26-30 West Washington Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County 

circa 1905-1906 

The Hays Building is representative of the Renaissance 
Revival form of commercial architecture popular in the early 
twentieth century. By far one of the best examples of the 
style in Hagerstown, the Hays Building is particularly 
interesting for the decorative detailing of the upper two 
levels of the facade, especially the elaborately bordered 
cartouche bearing the initial 11H. 11 

The Hays Building was erected for the Hays firm, a 
business specializing in stationery and book supplies. The 
Hays family purchased the property in June, 1905. 
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,.T,.,,., . .,. AND NUMBER: 

26-30 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
STATE COUNTY: 
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0 District @ Building 

0 Site Q Structure 
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Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

~ Commerciol 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Militory 

R. M. Hays and Brothers 
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

UJ 30 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Washington County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

95 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

~· STR ET ANO NUMBER: 

STATE: 

0 State 

STATE: 

Washington 

STATUS 

cg:] Occupied Yes: 
Restricted 

Unrestri.cted 
D Unoccupied 0 
D Preservation work 0 

in progress f8;J No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 County 

0 Comments 

1 

0 Local 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

0 Altered 

Ki Good O Fair 

(Check One) 

lKl Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~o ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL.. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved tzl Original Site 

The Hays Building is located at 26-30 West Washington Street in 
Hagerstown, Washington County, and stands on the north side of the street 
in the eastern half of the block formed by Public Square and Jonathan 
Street. 

The building is a circa 1905-1906 masonry commercial structure, 
Renaissance Revival in style and three stories in height. The decorative 
detailing is concentrated on the street facade (south side) and along 
about one bay of the west side, which is open to view because of an alley. 
The second and third floor levels of the facade are built of brick with 
stone trim and appear to be original in condition. The street level has 
a mid-twentieth century store front with glazed tile panels. The name 
"Hays Inc." is inscribed in the panels above the recessed center doors. 

The facade is crowned by a heavy cornice and is sectioned into 
~three window divisions. The central bay of each floor is covered with 
stone tiles and has a tripartite window with transoms. The second floor 
window has a s~gmental pediment with a foliated panel supported by 
foliated brackets. The third floor tripartite window has a wide surround 
with dogears or crossetts. The windows in the outer bays have double
hung wooden sashes with one-over-one lights and one pane transoms. The 
second story outer bay windows have brick flat arches with stone 
keystones. 

The cornice rests on fluted, flat pilasters of the Greek Lonie order 
one at each end of the front. Above the cornice is a closed brick 
balustrade with a Baroque style cartouche e,laborately bordered with 
foliated swags and curvilinear decoration. The convex field of the oval 
panel of the cartouche bears a large letter "H" in bas-relief sculpture. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More es Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE{S) (IIAppllceble endKnown) c. 1 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More ee Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 
0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention D 
~ Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 Att Architecture 0 
Kl Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

18th Century 

19th Century 

Pali ti cal 

Religion/Phi-

lasaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

~ 20th Century 

0 Url>an Planning 

0 Other (Specl ty) 

The Hays Building is representative of the Renaissance Revival 
form of commercial architecture popular in the early twentieth century. 
By far one of the best examples of the style in Hagerstown, the Hays 
Building is particularly interesting for the decorative detailing of 
the upper two levels of the facade, especially the elaborately 
bordered cartouche bearing the initial HH. 11 

The Hays Building was erected for the Hays firm, a business 
specializing in stationery and book supplies. The Hays family 
purchased the property in June, 1905. 
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
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LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

"-T---------...--------~-1 R 1-------0-F __ L_E_s_s_T_H_,.A_N_T~E_N__;.A.;...;C::.:R.;.:E::..:s:...-_ 
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

9 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

;Acreage Justification: 

The property measures approximately 35' x 118•. 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City of Hagerstown 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

City Hall 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 

:J;_iJ, State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State D Local D 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WA-HAG-105 

OMB Aoproved 
No 1024-0009 
EJcpir" 8131/88 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NPS Off.ct U.. Only I Pro1ect Number. 

lnetructioN: RHd the lmtrucuont c:erefully before compl.,lng eoc>llcatlon. No certlflc811on will be mede unleu 1 compl1ttld •PPhcallon lorm he1 
!Men receovtd UM typewriter or prln1 cl•rly In bleck ink. If llddltlonel IPK9 11 needed, u• cont1nuetlon thMtt 01 ltlech blenk thMtl. 

1. Hameofpraperty: ___ ~H~a~v~s_..;;;.B~u~i~l...;;.d_i_n~g ___________________________ _ 

Address of praperty: __ ...:2:..;:8~W...:e...:s...:t;_..;.;W...;;.a...;;.s.;...h.;...i_n..._g.;...to.;...n_S_t_r_e_e_t _____________________ _ 

c1ty ____ '""'H..;:;;a...,q'""e;.;..r...;:;s;...;t;..;;;o;..;.w_n'---------- counw Washington 5 .. ,. Maryland 21740 Zip Code ____ _ 

Hagerstown Commercial Core Historic District Neme of historic d11tric1·. __ _..__ ____________________________________ _ 

DI N1t1on1I Register d1S1roc1 0 cer1il1ed 11111 or locel donrict 0 potenti•I h11tonc d11trlct 

2. O\ec:k -'Ure of request : 

KJ cer11hc.etton that tha building controbut" 10 th• 1ignlfteance of the abc>Ye-nem.d historic dl11rlct for the PU<l>OM of rehabll1tatlon. 

0 ~r11l1c.e11on th11 1he structure or bu1ld1ng 1nd, wtlere ~roori1t1, the l1nd eru on wttlch 1uch 1 structure or bu1ld1ng 11 located contribu111 to 
the 119n1hc:aN:e of th• e~emed h11t04'1c dinroct for 1 ch1rit1ble contribution for co1,.erwt1on pur1>0ses 

0 cert1f1cat1on lh111 the building doet nol concrobu11110 the 11gnllance of the ebow-nemed district. 
0 prellmonerv dl111rmln111on for llldlvlduel lilting In the N1t1onel Reg11ter. 

0 pr1fom1n1ry dlllrmination thet • bulldlng loc:ate6withln • po11ntlel h111orlc dittrlct contrlbut11 to the 119nlloc1nc1 of the district. 
0 prehmonery de1erm1n111on thet I building ounlde t~e period or., .. of 119nlf1cence contributn to the 119nlflcance ol the d111rlct. 

3, A111hof'lred pfofect cont.ct: 

N•me Douglass C. Reed, Preservation Associates. Inc. Tir•• _P_r_e_s_id_e_n_t __________ _ 

Str"' 207 South Potomac Street Citv Hagerstown 

Stet• Maryl and Zip _ ... 2 ..... 1 ..... 7_4 __ 0 _____ Tel9"honir Nwnt>er fdvr1ft9 oeyl: 301-791-7880 

4. aw-: 

Neme park-Oljver Partnership, A Maryland Partnership 

Str.., 28 W. Washington Street City Hagerstown 

s111e Maryl and Zip __ _.2 ..... 1 ... 7_.4 ... 0 ____ Teleptione Nu~ lduring deyl: _3_0_1_-_7_9_0_-_1_2_3_4 _____ _ 

I htret>y '""' thlt tht lnlr:: provided 11, to the be>n of my knowt~. correct, ind th•t I own th• lbo..,..named pr~y. 

Owner' • SlonltUf• ~tJ._)r+;;::- 011e '/u 12-'t 
Ja s Stone, Partner 

Soclll S.curlty Number T .. peyer Identification Numbtr 52-1428026 

Tht N1tlonel Perk S.rYlce h" r~ the "Hlatorlc Prtwn11111on Certiflcetlon Applicetlon - Pert 1" for the above-nemed prOJ>erty elld herebv deter· 
minn thll th• prooeuy: 

0 contrlbvtn to the tlgnlflclnc:e of the •bo..,.._m«I dmnc:t end 111 "ett11lf1ed hi11orlc 1trueture" for the pUrpott ot retilbllltetlon. 
0 contrlbut• to th• •lfnlflc:ence of the ebove-nemed d11tTICt elld 11 • "certified hlttoroc structure" for 1 ch1m1bl1 con1ribution f04' conllfWtlon pur. 

PC>llt In ec:cOf'dence with the TH Tr•tment E•ttntlon Act of 1980. 
0 don not contribute to the tlonlflc8nce of ttM ebo..,.._mtd dlatrtc:t. 

"-llmlnerv o.termlnatlon1: 

0 _,..,.. to m.t the N111lonel R191st1tf Cflterle for EV'llU1111on tlld will lik.ty bt lotted in the Netlonel R19ilter of Hiltor1c ,,_ If nofnln1'9d by the 
Si.ti Historic ,.,_...tlon Otflc:ef KCO'ding to the procedurn Mt forth In 38 CFR P.rt SO. 

0 don no'I ....- to meet the Netlonel R119llter Crlterle for EW111uet1on end will likely not be> lltted In th• Netlonel Regilter. 
0 """""to contrlb\lte to die 1lgnlflc:8nm of 1 potentltl hlttOflc: dlltrlct, wtllch wlll likely be 1111ed In the Netlonal Reglater of Historic PlllC9i If 
~ W the ltete Hlttorlc ,.._, 'flltlon O~. 

0 ..,..... to~ to mt•""*-oft NOlttered hlttorlc dlttrlct but 11 outllde the period or lret of 1lgnlf~ •documented In the 
NetloMf ....._ nomlnetton Of ~rtct doeurnenultlon on file with the NPS. 

0 don not tOPl9I' to q1.mtlfy" • certified hlftorlc structure. 

Oflte Nttlonel Park SMVlct Authorized S~Nture 



Ttte Hays Building 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

CERTIFICATION APPLICATION-
Property Name 

28 W. Washington St , Hagerstown, MD 
Property Addr•• 

P-··k-Oliver PartnershW 52-1428026 
ar Neme/Socilll Security or Taxpeyer I Number 

PART1 

NPI '1- U•Onty . 

L'"'Numt1er1 

The three story Hays building stands on the north side of West 
Washington Street facing south. The main facade presents a glass and 
aluminum store front currently missing the leaded glass band above the 
store fronts. The second and third stories exhibit stylistic 
embellishments of the neoclassical style. The area above the store 
front has a concrete ledge upon which stand the corner pilasters 
representing Greek Ionic columns. Three windows are evenly spaced 
across the front at each level. The center window group has an arched 
surround on the second floor and an "18th century dog ear" surround on 
the third floor. The interior on each floor is clear span and open. 
Plaster walls and wood trim around the windows. The 1st floor was 
remodeled in 1984. 

o.ta of Conatructlon: __ ...:;;l:..;;9_;0;....;6;;;.._ ____ Source of Dete: _ __;;D;..;;a;..;t:;,;e::;.._,b=l..::;o..::;c..;;k.;....;..;o;..;n;.;__b~u...:;;i...:;;l:..;;d:..;;i;;,;n;.:..<g;::i._ _____ _ 

o.ta(sl of Alaretlonbl: --'1~9"-8.;;;....;.4 ____ _ 

H• building been mowd7 D v•• IXl no. If'°• when7 ________________________ _ 

.~Ste~ of significence: 

The Hays building is outstanding among Hagerstown's commercial 
structures in the downtown district because of its elaborate Beaux Arts 
facade. It exemplifies the economic boom that took place in Hagerstown 
in the late 19th and early 20th century. The facade of the 2nd and 3rd 
floor levels, the alley side and rear elevations of the building are all 
unmodified. Though the original store front was altered in the 1950's 
and rebuilt in 1984, the 1984 store front configeration resembles the 
original storefront. 

J:-'hototrllPhtendmepa.Refer to Photos 1 through 6 accompanying the Part II Application 

.1.\tuioh JllhotoorlPh• end rrNIPI to eppllcetlon. 

Contlnuetlon lhMts etuc:htd: D y" D no 
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SITE: 

map: 

Hays Building 
26-JO West Washington Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

City of Hagerstown. 
Washiniton County. Md , 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 
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