
ABSTRACT 

49-53 West Washington Street 1882 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

This four stories high, brick, commercial structure was 
erected in 1882 for William Updegraff (1831-19 ). The angular 
Eastlakian features and the carved brickwork of the facade (north 
side) of the building were popular in Hagerstown in the 1880s, 
the decade in which this building was erected. Although the first 
floor has been extensively remodeled in recent years, the upper 
three stories of the facade appear to remain intact. 

This building and the one which abuts it on the east side, 
43-47 West Washington Street, are closely associated with the 
Updegraff family. George Updegraff (l 798-18 ) , a hatter and 
father of the above mentioned William, purchased both properties 
in 1853. William Updegraff acquired the land in 1867 and 
transferred it to his sons George and Edward in 1903. The present 
owners purchased the buildings from George and Edward Updegraff 
in 1931. 

In the years following the Civil War, the Updegraffs 
changed from making hats to manufacturing gloves for which they 
apparently gained some note. The family interests were also 
expanded to include a clothing store which was housed in this 
building at 49-53 West Washington Street. On the east wall of 
the building is a legible but faded sign advertising the Updegraff 
firm as "clothiers, hatters, and furnishers." 
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The building known as 49-53 West Washington Street in Hagerstown, 
Washington County, stands on the south side of the street near the center 
of the block formed by Public Square and Summit Avenue. 

The building is an 1882 Eastlakian influenced, urban commercial 
structure which is four stories high and sits tightly in row with the 
neighboring buildings and sidewalk. Constructed of brick, the building 
has a rectangular facade (north side) divided into three sections and 
is terminated with a gently sloping shed roof and a bracketed cornice of 
moderate projection. The building appears to be structurally sound and 
the upper three stories of the facade are fairly original in condition. 
The ground floor of the facade has two circa 1970s shop fronts. 

The character of the second, third, and fourth floors of the 
facade (north side) is derived from the horizontal arrangement of the 
tall, slender windows grouped between piers rising from the top of the 
first floor and ending at the cornice. The window groupings consist of, 
from east to west, two, three, and three. The four piers are projected 
and have ornamental brickwork corresponding to the decorated spandrels 
of the bays. The windows all have double-hung, wooden sashes with 
four-over-four lights and m9~~rately projecting lintels. 

The cornice has wide brackets with drops and pediments above the 
piers. The facade is painted. 
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An item of interest and historical significance is the painted C> 
sign for the Updegraff firm on the east wall. :z 
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This four stories high, brick, commercial structure was erected 
in 1882 for WJ.lliam Updegraff (1831-19 ) (Williams, Vol. II, pp. 638-641 ) . 
The angular Eastlakian features and the carved brickwork of the facade 
(north side) of the building were popular in Hagerstown in the 1880s, 
the decade in which this building was erected. Although the first floor 
has been extensively remodeled:in recent years, the upper three stories 
of the facade appear to remain intact. 

This building and the one which abuts it on the east side, 
43-47 West Washington Street, are closely associated with the Updegraff 
family. George Updegraff (1798-18 ), a ha~ter and father of the 
above mentioned William, purchased both properties in 1853 (Deed Book 
I.N. No. 7, p. 514). William Updegraff acquired the land in 1867 
(Deed Book L.B.N. No. 2, p. 117) and transferred it to his sons George 
and Edward in 1903 (Deed Book 117, p. 415). The present owners purchased 
the buildings from George and Edward Updegraff in 1931 • 

In the years following the Civil War, the Updegraffs changed from 
making hats to manufacturing gloves for which they apparently gained 
some note (Williams, Vol. I, p. 371). The family interests were also 
expanded to include a clothing store which was housed in this building 
at 49-53 West Washington Street. On the east wall of the building is a 
legible but faded sign advertising the Updegraff firm as "clothiers, 
hatters, and furnishers." 

The 1903 deed covering the transference of title from William 
Updegraff to his sons George and Edward lists a stone building as 
occupying this -site. As noted above, the stylistic and design features 
indicate a circa 1880s date for construction. The stone reference in 
the 1903 deed may be a clerical error or, perhaps, an earlier structure 
is included with the present building. · 

For an interesting item of comparison, this building is similar 
in design to the Hurnrichouse Building illustrated in the 1887 Hagerstown, 
Maryland Illustrated (p. 15). The H~chouse Building stood on West 
Washington Street but was apparently demolished quite some time ago. The 
major differences between the buildings appear to be the window 
arrangement (3-4-3 in the Humichouse Building). 
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liUMRICHOUSE BUILD IN<.;, \\". \\"' ASITTNG1'0N ST. 

Note: Similar in design t6 49-53 ~est Washington Street, 
Updegraff Building. 
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SITE: 49-53 West Washington Street 
HagersT..own 
Washington County, Maryland 

map: City of Hagerstown. 
washineton County. Md• 
City Engineering Dept • 
.July, 1970 
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