
ABSTRACT 

(R. Andrews, 8-76} 

Farmers and Merchants Bank Building 

55-59 West Washington Street 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

circa 1915-1920 

This four story high, eclectic type commercial building 

was erected about 1915-1920. It is constructed of brown brick and 

has had a modern front added on the ground floor but is original 

on the upper levels. The facade (north side) is capped with a 

bracketed, tiled roof and false curvilinear gable in the Spanish 

Revival manner and is divided into three sections by two columns 

of Tudor influenced bay windows. 

The property is the eastern half of Lot No. 97 as 

delineated on the original plat of Hagerstown. The land was 

purchased in 1897 by the Mechanics Loan and Savings Institute which 

eventually changed its name to Mechanics Loan and Savings Bank. 

The present owners acquired the property and building in 1934 

following the failure of the savings and loan firm. 
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55-59 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
STATE 

Maryl and 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D District rn Building D Public 

D Site D Structure 00 Private 

D Object D Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Jl.pproprlateJ 

0 Agricultural 

!1Q Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

COUNTY: 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Process 

O Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

z .,...;1 ... ;~~ 

Farmers and Merchants Bank 
W STREET AND NUMBER: 

w 55 West Washin ton Street 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Hagerstown 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Washington County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

95 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

/"'~, S'tRE'.ET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Washington 

STATUS 

00 Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 
0 Restricted 

0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress IXl No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Mar land 

0 County 0 Local 

21740 
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(Check One) 

0 Excellent Ga Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Ch<>ck One) (Check One) 

0 Altered rn Uncltered 0 Moved !]) Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~o ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The building stands at 55-59 West Washington Street in Hagerstown, 
Washington County, and is located on the south side of the street near 
the center of the block formed by Public Square and Summit Avenue. 

The building is an early twentieth century, brown brick, eclectic 
type, commercial structure which is four stories high and sits tight to 
the sidewalk and neighboring buildings. The facade (north side) is 
divided into three sections, has a modern front on the street level, and 
appears to be original on the upper three stories. The present ground 
floor facade is a 1975 adaptation of a circa 1930s, Classical i~fluenced 
front and is tied into the facade of the neighboring building to the west 
(61-65 West Washington Street) which is an annex to the bank. 

The upper three stories of the facade has two columns of 
tripartite bay windows flanking the central portion. The west column of 
windows has three windows on each floor and is capped by a Spanish Revival 
style tiled roof which extends over the central portion of the facade and 
is supported by three pairs of large brackets. The easterly window 
co 1 umn terminates just above the top fl oar level with a flat roof which 
emphasizes the curvilinear gable (false) on the roof line. This east 
column has four windows p~r floor. The central portion of the facade has 
a single window (double-hung, wooden sashes with one-over-one lights) 
centered on each floor. These windows have concrete, shelf-like balconies 
with supports and iron balustrades. . 

The bricks of the upper levels of the facade are laid in 
stretcher bond with decorative designs (mostly diamonds with stone centers) 
and banding. The windows in the bay columns are rectangular with 
rectangular lights divided by stone mullions in a fashion commonly 
associated with the late Tudor period. A chimney rises on the west end 
of the facade above the tile roof. 

The building appears to be structurally sound, 
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PERIOD (Check One or More ea Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC I Fl c OAT E(S) (If Appllcabte and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More .. ,. Appropriate) 

Al>or iginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 

O Historic 

O Agriculture 

[XI Architecture 

0 Art 

IBj Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Kl 20th Century 

circa 1915-1920 

Political 0 Ur!>an Planning 

Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarion 

Theater 

Transportation 

This four story high, eclectic type commercial building was 
erected about 1915-1920. It is constructed of brown brick and has had 
a modern front added on the ground floor but is original on the upper 
levels. The facade (north side) is capped with a bracketed, tiled roof 
and false curvilinear gable in the Spanish Revival manner and is divided 
into three sections by two columns of Tudor influenced bay windows. 

The property is the eastern half of Lot No. 97 as delineated 
on the original plat of Hagerstown. The land was purchased in 1897 by 
the Mechanics Loan and Savings Institute which eventually changed its 
name to Mechanics Loan and Savings Bank (Deed Book 107, p. 296), The 
present owners acquired the property and building in 1934 following the 
failure of the savings and loan firm. 
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 

a~; ~e&Q~~!;~~~4~~~~!::1TU~~ ::::DINA TES l i < / .. t :~:~:::DE AND LONGI TUD~·~~:::::~·::::::: :t ?{ 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

·---..---------~ R OF LESS THAN TE'.N ACRES 

GORN ER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds. Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

The property measures approximately 41.5' x 240t. 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City of Hagerstown August 3, 1976 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

City Hall 
STATE CITY OR TOWN: 

Maryland Hagerstown 

:):~;~~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State O Local O 

Signature 

"' m 
m 

% 

.... 
;:u 

c: 
n 
.... 

0 

% 



SITE: 

map: 

Farmers and Merchants Bank Building 
55-59 West Washington Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

City of Hagerstown. 
Washington County, Md. 
City Engineering Uept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 
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RONALD L. ANDREWS 


