ABSTRACT

(R. Andrews, 8-76)

Farmers and Merchants Bank Building circa 1915-1920
55-59 West Washington Street
Hagerstown

Washington County

This four story high, eclectic type commercial building
was erected about 1915-1920. It is constructed of brown brick and
has had a modern front added on the ground floor but is original
on the upper levels. The facade (north side) is capped with a
bracketed, tiled roof and false curvilinear gable in the Spanish
Revival manner and is divided into three sections by two columns
of Tudor influenced bay windows.

The property is the eastern half of Lot No. 97 as
delineated on the original plat of Hagerstown. The land was
purchased in 1897 by the Mechanics Loan and Savings Institute which
eventually changed its name to Mechanics Loan and Savings Bank.
The present owners acquired the property and building in 1934

following the failure of the savings and Toan firm.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARARNCE

The building stands at 55-59 West Washington Street in Hagerstown,
Washington County, and is located on the south side of the street near
the center of the block formed by Public Square and Summit Avenue.

The building is an early twentieth century, brown brick, eclectic
type, commercial structure which is four stories high and sits tight to
the sidewalk and neighboring buildings. The facade (north side) is
divided into three sections, has a modern front on the street level, and
appears to be original on the upper three stories. The present ground
floor facade is a 1975 adaptation of a circa 1930s, Classical influenced
front and is tied into the facade of the neighboring building to the west
(61-65 West Washington Street) which is an annex to the bank,

The upper three stories of the facade has two columns of
tripartite bay windows flanking the central portion. The west column of
windows has three windows on each floor and is capped by a Spanish Revival
style tiled roof which extends over the central portion of the facade and
is supported by three pairs of large brackets, The easterly window
column terminates just above the top floor level with a flat roof which
emphasizes the curvilinear gable (false) on the roof line. This east
column has four windows per floor. The central portion of the facade has
a single window (double-hung, wooden sashes with one-over-one lights)
centered on each floor. These windows have concrete, shelf-1ike balconies
with supports and iron balustrades,

The bricks of the upper Tevels of the facade are laid in
stretcher bond with decorative designs (mostly diamonds with stone centers)
and banding. The windows in the bay columns are rectangular with
rectangular lights divided by stone mullions in a fashion commonly
associated with the late Tudor period. A chimney rises on the west end
of the facade above the tile roof.

The building appears to be structurally sound,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This four story high, eclectic type commercial building was
erected about 1915-1920. It is constructed of brown brick and has had
a modern front added on the ground floor but is original on the upper
levels. The facade (north side) is capped with a bracketed, tiled roof
and false curvilinear gable in the Spanish Revival manner and is divided
into three sections by two columns of Tudor influenced bay windows.

The property is the eastern half of Lot No. 97 as delineated
on the original plat of Hagerstown. The land was purchased in 1897 by
the Mechanics Loan and Savings Institute which eventually changed its
name to Mechanics Loan and Savings Bank (Deed Book 107, p. 296). The
present owners acquired the property and building in 1934 following the
failure of the savings and loan firm.
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
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Acreage Justification:

The property measures approximately 41:5' X 240%,

NAME AND TITLE:

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe)
ORGANIZATION DATE

City of Hagerstown August 3, 1976
STREET AND NUMBER: '

City Hall
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [T} State [J Locat [

Signature
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SITE: Farmers and Merchants Bank Building
55-59 West Washington Street
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland

; map: City of Hagerstown,
Washington County, Md.
City Engineering Uept.

July, 1970
scale 1"=1200"
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