
ABSTRACT 

66-70 West Washington Street 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

circa 1820s 

Located in a row of late nineteenth and early twentieth 

century buildings, this Federal style house, erected about the 

1820s, is one of the oldest structures in Hagerstown 1 s central 

area. Constructed of brick, the house is two and a half stories 

high and has internal, double-end chimneys and two pedimental 

gable dormers on the front(south side). The facade has Flemish 

brick bonding and the original symmetrical arrangement of five 

windows on the second floor. Although the first floor of the 

facade and much of the interior have been altered several times, 

the building retains its basic configuration and most of the 

exterior decorative detailing. 
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(Check One) 

0 Excellent [ZJ Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

0 Altered G(J Uncltered 0 Moved fXI Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The building stands at 66-70 West Washington Street in Hagerstown, 
Washington County, and is located on the north side of the street in the 
western half of the block formed by Public Square and Jonathan Street. 

The building is an early nineteenth century, rectangular shaped, 
Federal style, painted brick structure with a gable roof. It sits tight 
to the sidewalk and neighboring buildings and ha~ an ell extending out of 
the back (north side) along the west property line. The structure is 
two and a half stories high and has a symmetrical facade (south side), 
internal double-end chimneys and parapets along the east and west side 
walls, and two pedimental gable dormers on the front. The bricks of the 
facade are laid in Flemish bond and the roof, with an east/west axis, is 
covered with asphalt shingles. 

The facade (south side) has undergone the usual first floor 
commercial alterations but the upper level and a half are fairly original. 
The first floor has two mid-late twentieth century stone fronts with a 
centered doorway leading to the upper stories. The second floor has 
five windows, each with double-hung, wooden sashes, one-over-one lights, 
narrow frames, and flat arches. The window frames are probably original 
and one of the type commonly found on early nineteenth century houses 
in Hagerstown. A small molded cornice runs along the facade under the 
roof overhang. 

The two roof dormers are, for the most part, probably original. 
Each has double-hung, wooden sashes with multiple lights. The top sashes 
are round and the panes are arranged in a semicircular pattern. The 
windows are flanked by slender, plain attached columns resting on plinths. 

The building appears to be structurally sound although it is in 
need of basic repairs. A more sympathetic first floor facade and 
installation of multipane sashes in the windows above would help to 
restore this building to its original appearance. 
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This early nineteenth century Federal style house is one of 
the oldest structures in Hagerstown 1 s central area. Erected about the 
1820s, the building serves as an important historical artifact 
recording the social and cultural development of the community. 

Although the whole history of the building is not understood, 
current analysis indicates that it was probably erected as a dwelling, 
during a period of economic prosperity in western Maryland. Hagerstown 
was located at the crossroads of two major routes of migration, present 
U.S. Routes 40 and 11, and witnessed a per;o~ of building activity of 
which this structure is an example. By the late 1800s, the entire 
first floor was being used for commercial purposes as has been the case 
ever since. Through the change in use and several alterations to the 
street level facade, the building has remained intact remarkably well 
both in configuration and exterior decoration (see description). 

The building stands on the eastern half of Lot No. 81 as 
designated on the Hagerstown plat. Most of the nineteenth century 
deeds note that a springhouse on the property extended about four inches 
to the east on to the neighboring property. 

Mid to late nineteenth century photographs of Hagerstown 
indicate that the streets of the central area were once lined with 
houses similar to this one. One example which has remained fairly 
unaltered, even more than this house, is located at 148-152 West 
Washington Street. Known as the Kneisley Building, the house is three 
bays across the facade but has similar dormers. 

66-70 West Washington Street is well worthy of restoration and 
could be a "jewel" in the central area, particularly in relationship to 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century buildings surrounding it. 
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Morgan, William. Notes (WA-VI-27) on file at Maryland Historical Trust, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
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CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Excellent 0 Good IXI-- Foi.-XJ Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 

Moved 0 Original Site [Jt 

(Check One) 

Altered [XI: Unaltered 0 
(Check One) 

INTEGRITY 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Although 66-68 West Washington Street has suffered 

the usual first floor commercial alteration., the rest of 
the building shows a Federal period urban dwelling type 
of structure very similar to 141 South Potomac Street. 
Identical in'its five bay facade and double end chimneys, 
66-68 West Washington does have two dormers on the 
roof which appear to be original. With peqimental gable 
roof and flanking pilasters, the window sash of the 
dormers has a round top and panes arranged fn a semi­
circular pattern. 

Last building of age or style on this part of 
West Washington Street. 

m 
m 

z 

-I 

::.:0 

c:: 

n 
-I 

0 

z 



V't 

z 
0 

I-

u 
:;) 

'~ 
ct:: 

I-

VI 

z 

w 
w 
VI 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

SPEC! Fl c DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 
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20th Century 0 

Urban Planning 0 
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architecture 

Despite the amputation of the first floor facade, 66-68 
still exhibits the basic configuration, etc. of a late­

Georgian, Federal period urban dwelling. As ,such, it is 
the only remaining early 19th century building on this 
block and one of the few extant examples of Hagerstown's 
earlier commercial architecture. 

[Well worthy of restoration, first floor should be 
restored, mullions added in second storey windows, etc.] 
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i>J, R f\ELD SH£.£T 

(Check One) 

(!: DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
Excellent 0 Good IXJ-- Fair-XJ Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 

INTEGRITY Moved 0 Original Site [X I 
(Check One) (Check One) 

Altered [J(t Unaltered 0 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Although 66-68 West Washington Street has suffered 
the usual first floor commercial alteration, the rest of 
the building shows a Federal period urban dwelling type 
of structure very similar to 141 South Potomac Street. 
Identical in its five bay facade and double end chimneys, 
66-68 West Washington does have t~o dormers on the 
roof which appear to be original. With peqimental gable 
roof and flanking pilasters, the window sash of the 
dormers has a round top and panes arranged fn a semi­

circular pattern. 
Last building of age or style on this part of 

West Washington Street. 
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Despite the amputation of the first floor facade, 66-68 
still exhibits the basic configuration, etc. of a late­
Georgian, Federal period urban dwelling. As such, it is 
the only remaining early 19th century building on this 
block and one of the few extant examples of Hagerstown's 
earlier commercial architecture. 

[Well worthy of restoration, first floor should be 
restored, mullions added in second storey windows, etc.] 
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