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72-78 West Washington Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County 
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ABSTRACT 

circa 1926 

Historically known as the Earles Building, 72-78 West Washington 
Street is identified in the Sanborn Insurance Maps of Hagerstown as 
having been built in 1926. The brick structure is seven stories high 
and is one of the tallest buildings in the central business district. 
Its plain exterior with a parapet at the roof offers an interesting 
comparison and contrast with the equally tall, heavily ornamented, 
Neo-Georgian, Maryland National Bank Building neighboring on the west. 

The present owner purchased the property in 1963 from the 
Earles, Inc. which acquired title in 1945. 
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HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

72-78 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
STATE 

(Check One) 

0 District ~ Building 0 Public: 

0 Site 0 Structure ~ Private 

0 Object 0 Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

c&l Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

Industrial 

Military 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acqui!lition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Yes: 

0 Unoccupied jO Restricted 

0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress D No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 Comments 

Negley Realty Corporation, c/o Dr. R. A. Highbarger 
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

W 124 West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Hagerstown Maryland 21740 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Washin ton Count Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

95 West Washington Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 

:~d111.1~!!11:~:+1xim:t t&te:xtlfJH9:§ui¥i¥$.I•·:: :·•••t·• ...... , ........................................................................•...... ············································································••7•••·•••••; t·•·· ••••·:••:··•rt ·•> iw:t:r•1•-. ,, 
TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

CATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal O State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

/- STRE'.ET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

PS - 709 



CONDITION 
0 E.xcellent 

0 Altered 

~ Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

~ Unalt.red 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> ~o ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved :fl] Original Sit. 

The Earles Building stands at 72-78 West Washington Street in 

Hagerstown, Washington County, and is located on the north side of the 

street in the western half of the block formed by Public Square and 

Jonathan Street. 

The building is a circa 1926 brick commercial structure of seven 

stories in height with a large stone front on t.he street level and 

three sets of casement windows on each of the above floors. The top of 

the principal facade (south side) is crowned by a parapet with masonry 
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capping. A masonry beltcourse runs across the front at the top and the :;a 

bottom of the seventh floor windows. The store front has large display 

windows and probably dates from the 1950s or 1960s. The entrance to 
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the upper levels has double glass doors surrounded by polished panels. C> 
z 

The name "Earles Building" is worked into the walk surface in front of "" 

the glass doors. 
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PERIOD (Check One or Mor<1 ee Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC I Fi C DAT E(S) (II Appllcable end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ee Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Arch i te cture 0 Londscope 

0 Att Architecture 

llhl Commerce 0 Literoture 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservotion 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

c. 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia l/Humon· 

itarian 

Theater 

Transportotion 

192 

IXJ 20th Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Historically known as the Earles Building, 72-78 West Washington 

Street is identified in the Sanborn Insurance Maps of Hagerstown as 

\.J having been built in 1926. The brick structure is seven stories high and 
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is one of the tallest buildings in the central business district. Its 

plain exterior with a parapet at the roof offers an interesting 

comparison and contrast with the equally tall, heavily ornamented, 

Neo-Georgian, Maryland National Bank Building neighboring on the west. 

The present owner purchased the property in 1963 from the 

Earles, Inc. which acquired title in 1945 (Deed Book 232, p. 493). 

PS-709 



Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 

Insurance Maps of Hagerstown, Maryland. The Sanborn Map Company. 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Sec;:onds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degre"s Minutes Seconds 
0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 
~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-! 

Acreage Justification: 

The property measures approximately 39 1 811 x 240 1 • 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

City of Hagerstown 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

City Hall 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 

l~/; State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State O Local 0 

Signature 
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SrrE: 72-78 West Washington Street 
Hagerstown 
Washington County, Maryland 

map: City of Hagerstown. 
Washineton County. Md. 
City Engineering Dept. 
July, 1970 
scale 1"=1200' 
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