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ABSTRACT
(R. Andrews, 7-76)

Hamilton Hotel Mid 1880s
90-98 West Washington Street and

10-18 Jonathan Street

Hagerstown

Washington County

The Hamilton Hotel is one of the last remaining of several
‘ large hotel structures erected in Hagerstown in the late nineteenth
century and is reflective of the strong influence transportation
had on the City's economy at the time. Built in the mid 1880s for
William T. Hamilton, Governor of Maryland from 1880 to 1884, the
brick building is four stories high and has large, projecting corner

towers and countersunk panels dividing the street elevations (south

and west sides) into bays. The upper stories of the building appear
to be basically unaltered as well as the series of shop fronts along
Jonathan Street (west side). The building presently has apartments

and offices.
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Hamilton Hotel

AND/OR HISTORIC:

H pg] Hami]t

[2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

90-98 West Washington Street and 10-18 Jonathan Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Hager‘stown
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Washington
CLASSIFICATION ~ S R a8
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
{Check One) CRMERDSY. v i TO THE PUBLIC
[] Distriet [X] Building [ Public Public Acquisition: [X Occupied Yes:
[] Site [ Structure |1 Private [ In Process [ Unoccupisd [X] Restricted
[0 Object [0 Both [] Being Considered [ Proservetion werk [ Unrestricted
in progresa D Neo

FPRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricultural ] Government [ Perk [] Tronsportation X Comments

Xl Commercial O Industrial [ Private Residence [] Other (Specity) hotel

[] Educational O Military (] Religious offices,
shops

[] Entertainment [0 Museum [ Scientific

Wesmarco Enterprises, Inc.
Box 2121

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

STREET AND NUMBER:

cou

Washington County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

95 West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland
2 963-90

ITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [[] Federal [ State O County O Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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7. DESCRIPTION e
(Check One)
[C] Excellent K] Good [ Fair [] Deteriorated [0 Ruins [ ‘Unexposed
CONDITION :
(Check One) (Check One)
[C1 Altered Xl Uncltered [J Moved [X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hamilton Hotel stands at 90-98 West Washington Street in
Hagerstown, Washington County. The building is located on the northeast
corner of the intersection of Washington and Jonathan Streets, one block
west of Public Square.

The building is a mid 1880s, hugely proportioned brick structure
which is four stories in height with three, five stories high, corner
towers (southeast, southwest, and northwest corners). The street level
along Washington Street and part way along Jonathan Street have modern
commercial fronts with the remaining portions of the building being fairly
original, including the four store fronts at 10-18 Jonathan Street. The
exterior is painted white although much of the paint is peeling off,

The street elevations are divided into bays by countersunk panels which
extend from the second floor up to the cornice level. Most of the
windows have double-hung, wooden, rectangular sashes with two-over-two
and segmental arch frames with scroll decoration in the arch panels.

The Washington Street (south side) corner towers have three,
small, one sash windows in each below a bracketed cornice. A slightly
projecting bay in the center of this elevation contains the main entrance
for the hotel with a pair of round arch windows on the second floor,
tripartite bay window on the third and fourth floors, and an open
balustrade on the roof. The marquise above the doorway is arched and
supported by two chains mounted to the brick wall. The marquise is not
original and was probably added about 1920. The original entrance way,
as shown in an 1887 publication (Hagerstown, Maryland I1lustrated, p. 65),
had a porch which projected slightly and was supported by double,
classical columns.

The building appears to be structurally sound.
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PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

[] Pre-Columbion [[] 16th Century [C] 18th Century [C] 20th Century
[ 15th Century ] 17th Century [X] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (Tf Applicable and Known) Mid 1880s
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal ] Education [ Pelitical [ Urban Planning
[J Prehistoric [0 Engineering [] Religion/Phi. [0 Other (Specity)
[C] Histeric [ Industry losophy
[ Agriculture ) Invention [] Science
[X] Architecture [C] Lendscope [] Sculpture
] Art Architecture [] Secial/Human-
X Commerce [0 Literature iterion
[0 Communications ] Militery [ Theater
[0 Conservation [ Music X] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hamilton Hotel is one of the last remaining of several large
hotel structures which were built in Hagerstown in the late nineteenth
century when the City was entering into a period of economic boom
associated with the great post Civil War industrialization period in the
United States. Hagerstown was rapidly developing into a transportation
center and, with its growth, a number of large hotels were constructed
to meet the traveler's "bed and board" needs.

The Hamilton Hotel, referred to in contemporary literature as
the Hotel Hamilton, was built about the mid 1880s for William T. Hamilton
(1820-1888), a former Governor of Maryland. Hamilton purchased most of
the property on which the hotel stands in the first half of the 1880s
(for title references, see Deed Book 171, p. 126). Included is the site
of the Antietam House, an early nineteenth century hostelry which stood
on the corner of Washington and Jonathan Streets. The present building
is illustrated in the 1887 Hagerstown, Maryland Il1lustrated (p. 65).

Hamilton, a native of Hagerstown, was elected to the Maryland
House of Delagates in 1846 and served in the United States House of
Representatives from 1849 to 1853 and in the United States Senate from
1869 to 1875. 1In 1880, Hamilton, a Democrat, was elected Governor of
Maryland for a four year term under the State Constitution of 1867. A
few years before constructing the Hotel Hamilton, about the late 1870s,
Hamilton had been a major investor in the Baldwin Hotel which stands to
the east at 36-48 West Washington Street (History of Washington County,
vol. I, p. 399).

By comparison with the 1887 published illustration, the
exterior of the Hamilton Hotel has been changed little over the years.
The street level facades along Washington Street (south side) and a small
part of the Jonathan Street side (west) have been extensively modernized.
The upper stories and the series of shop fronts on Jonathan Street,
however, all appear to be fairly original. The Jonathan Street store
facades are a primary historical source for restoration of late nineteenth
century commercial buildings in Hagerstown.
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[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA TES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY : BEFINING To“FEL"-E"-;’;"'TEH"‘zﬂ;';: 2ZR‘E:RGPERTV
GORMER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minuies Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ' - ° ' - o ' - o ' -
NE o L] - o . -
SE o 0 - (-] v -
Sw -] . - o ] -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

‘Acreage Justification:

|
The property measures approximately 82' x 140°'.

[11. FORM PREPARED BY

MAME AND TITLE:

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant — (mbe)
ORGAMZANE;ty of Hagerstown July 27, 1976
STREET ANDE;:;E:{aH
CITYWTw;:‘qlgers'cown o Maryland

1 - .
*EJState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [] State [] Locel [

Signature
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- HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION
APPLICATION—PART 1

Insiructions: Aoplican! should read the instructions cerefully be'ore completing epplicetion. No certifizatlion may be mede unless & co- sicted
application form kas Lsen received. Use fygéwriter or print ca'esr!y i7 C&sk ink 1o complste the epplication form. It edditional speceis nezz+J 10
compilete Part 1, use the reverse 5iCe or & seperate piain sheet o' peper c'esr!y indicating the cwnet’s name and mailing eddress. Fart 10! 48
epplication mey be complelzd and sent 10 the sppropriate Siete H:storic Fressrvation Officer &t anylime during the year,

PART 1 EVALUATICHN OF SIGKIFICANCE
1. Name of property: I-Ian._g}_m Hqt_el_/l_-lggel_ _}{amiltor_l - =

Acdress of property: 90—98 West waSh‘iIlgEm Str_iEt and 10 - 18 Jonathan__S_tI_@_t_________ &
City Ragerstam —_ __ County Washington stete  MD Zip Coce 21740 _
_Hagerstown Commercial Core Historical District

Nzme of Hstonic cistrict in which property is lorzted:

Check here if request is for:

X certification {siruciure contribules 10 significance of the district)

D decentification (structure does not coniribute 10 signilicance of the district)

DO easement gualification (for donation of e2asement on structure or land for conservation purposes).
2. Cescription of Fhysical Appearence:

{se€ instructions for mep end pholograph requiremenis-use reve se sice if necessary)

See reverse side

3. Stzlemenl of Significance:
(use reverse sige if necessary)

3 See reverse side

3 L]
Date of construction (if kn0wn}:m%d 1880 SX Originalsite 0O Moved D Date of alterations (if known): __ __
4. Name and M ailing Address of Owner:

Hamilton Partnership

Name - S S =
50 Summit Avenue

Street =

City Hagerstown state _MD_____ Zip Code 21740

Teleptione number (Ouring Gay): Area Code 301-733~-4366 &

. a

| hereby atiest mat the mlorrnahon | have provided is to the best of my noﬂ'.en e, compr.\. Bnaothat | am owner of the property cescribec ebove.

e o 2 = \Lx Dc;‘.“/l_z "'/‘ l : (:’)“f' . Date 5!.\.',ll"’"'4

Socia! Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number 2"12 71 232 l
s . - —— AT e © e — —-— —— I e e il |

For olfice use only y i )

The structure described above is included withinthe bouncaries of 2 Flegistered Historic District and h\comnbutu D does notcontribuielo
the character of the district.

The structure D eppears O does notzppear 10 meel Natior.al Register Criteria for Evalugtion (36CFR 60 6)and D willlikely O wilinot be
nominated 10 the National Register in accorc with the Depariment of the Interior procecures (36 CRF 60).

Tre structure is located ina district which D zppears D does not appear 1o mee! Nationa! Register Criteria for Evaluation (36CFFE0 € anc
O will likely O will not be nominated to the Nztional Register in accord with Depariment of the Interior procedures (36 CFR BD;.
and D[ appears D does not appear 10 contribute 10 the character of said district or D will likely O will not be recom— e cec for

certification as substantially evgn%h’:' ionz! Register critenia. ! /7 ,ﬁ(
Date —_—

€ Hisionic Preservation O'ficer |

Sigriature
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2.)

The Hamilton Hotel stands at 90-98 West Washington Street in
Hagerstown, Washington County. The building is located on the northeast
corner of the intersection of Washington and Jonathan Streets, one block
west of Public Square.

srsundesensbetbsn

The building is a mid 1880's, hugely proportioned brick structure
which is four stories in height with three, five stories high, corner :
towers (southeast, southwest, and northwest corners). The street level :
along Washington Street and part way alang Jonathan Street have modern :
cammercial fronts with the remaining portions of the building being fairly
original, including the four store fronts at 10 ~ 18 Jonathan Street. The
exterior is painted white although much of the paint is peeling off.

The street elevations are divided into bays by countersunk panels which
extend fram the second floor up to the cornice level. Most of the
windows have double-hung, wooden, rectangular sashes with two-over-two
and segmental arch frames with scroll decoration in the arch panels.

The Washingtan Street (south side) corner towers have three, small,
one sash windows in each below a bracketed cornice. A slightly projecting
bay in the center of this elevation contains the main entrance for the
hotel with a pair of round arch windows on the second floor, tripartite
bay window on the third and fourth floors, and an open balustrade on
the roof. The marquise above the doorway is arched and supported by two
chains mounted to the brick wall. The marquise is not original and was
probably added about 1920. The original entrance way, as shown in an
1887 publication (Hagerstown, Maryland Illustrated, p. 65), had a porch
which projected slightly and was supported by double, classical columns.
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The building appears to be structurally sound.

3.)

The Hamilton Hotel is one of the last remaining of several large
hotel structures which were built in Hagerstown in the late nineteenth
century when the City was entering into a period of economic boam
associated with the great post Civil War industrialization period in the
United States. Hagerstown was rapidly developing into a transportation
center and, with its growth, a number of large hotels were constructed
to meet the traveler's "bed and board" needs.

L e o T

The Hamilton Hotel, referred to in contenporary literature as
the Hotel Hamilton, was built about the mid 1880s far William T. Hamilton
(1820-1888), a former Governor of Maryland. Hamilton purchased most of
the property on which the hotel stands in the first half of the 1880s
(for title references, see Deed Book 171, p. 126). Included is the site
of the Antietam House, an early nineteenth century hostelry which stocd
on the comer of Washington and Jonathan Streets. The present building
is illustrated in the 1887 Hagerstown, Maryland Illustrated (p 65).
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Hamilton, a native of Hagerstown, was elected to the Maryland House
of Delegates in 1846 and served in the United States House of Representatives
from 1849 to 1853 and in the United States Senate from 1869 to 1875. 1In
1880, Hamilton, a Democrat, was elected Governor of Maryland for a four
year term under the State Constitution of 1867. A few years before
constructing the Hotel Hamilton, about the late 1870s, Hamilton had
been a major investor in the Baldwin Hotel which stands to the east
at 36-48 West Washington Street (History of Washington County, vol. I, p. 399).

By canparison with the 1887 published illustration, the exterior
of the Hamilton Hotel has been changed little over the years. The street
level facades along Washington Street (south side) and a small part of
the Jonathan Street side (west) have been extensively modernized. The
upper stories and the series of shop fronts on Jonathan Street, however,
all appear to be fairly original. The Jonathan Street store facades are
a primary historical source for restoration of late nineteenth century
canmercial buildings in Hagerstown.
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Williams, Thomas J. C. Hagerstown, Maryland Illustrated.]

Hagerstown, Md.: Mail Publishing Company, 1887, p. 65.

Hamilton Hotel

90-98 West Washington Street

Hagerstown .

Washington County, Ma'ry land

.

Hotel HayiLrox, HAGERSTOWN, Mb.
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SITE:

map:

Hamilton Hotel

90-98 West Washington Street and
10-18 Jonathan Street

Hagerstown

Washington County, Maryland

City Ha n

in c Md
City Engineering Dept.
July, 1970
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Hamilton Hotel (Hotel Hamilton)

90-98 W. Washington Street & 10-18 Jonathan Street, Hagerstown
Sanborn Maps

W,

: s Por N i i
e r| Sheet8, 1887 i of o, H—a—¥— Sheet 13, 1892
| : II x| 1 x |/ 0\1 R I s o O o w723
| - — - - - — L —— - -
i , "...722
; 2 Ca 7 &
il 1o eFr =0, 25% A
X | o
B e s %o: @
7
o
o
4
I‘h
W——_. ‘ ———-
IRTC ° N N .
1] é &“
J L ; s
(s Q N £
N s o 1l ! --I— —-
l - “l | | 'ez
3 il “[les S
3:‘&52’&""‘ ' 3 1 ! | .
N " H _' . &
I EZCR = | lezu [
l\ Al ENTFRANCE,
| e

—&6

MERF:

Sream

HoTEL HmL ron.

R

%
HOTELHAMILTON

MHETTry STERM.

-
-

I

VINare Breux




WA-HAG-119
Hamilton Hotel (Hotel Hamilton)

90-98 W. Washington Street & 10-18 Jonathan Street, Hagerstown

Sanborn Maps
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. Hamilton Hotel (Hotel Hamilton)
90-98 W. Washington Street & 10-18 Jonathan Street, Hagerstown
Sanborn Maps
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Hamilton Hotel (Hotel Hamilton)

90-98 W. Washington Street & 10-18 Jonathan Street, Hagerstown

Sanborn Maps, Sheet 2a
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Hamilton Hotel WA-HAG-119
90-98 West Washington Street

Hagerstown
Washington, County

circa 1920s view
source: Hilton C. Smith, Hagerstown




P

/

E L
= .
11 g o5 =)
[ ¥
o -~
- . Y &

=
N i ,,I

| |







Hamilton Hotel WA-HAC-1
90-98 Washington Street el
Hagerstown

Washington County

circa 1920s view
source; Hilton C. Smith
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