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!XJ A!t,,red 0 Unaltered 0 Mov&d O Original Sile 

The 1\ashington Cour,ty Court House is located ·at the corner of Washington 
Street and Su;:Uili t Avenue in Hagerst.oi,;n~ ~laryland. It fronts on west 
Washington Street, facing north. · j 

i 
I 

. The Court House, dated 1872, is a two-story red brick str1Jctu:re with white 1 

trim and decorative work in brcnmstone. Its overall dimensions are 91 l 
feet along Washington Street by approximately 119 feet on Surmnit Avenue. 
The building is seven bays in width with projecting end bays and a central 
tower on the facade.'· The foundations of coursed limestone are from a.11 

earlier Court House which burned. Walls are laid in all stretcher bond 
except for ornmncntal header brickwork. 'Ibe mansard roof is covered with 
shingles. · 

I 
The wall surface is broken ·by projecting corner towers faced with pilasters 1· 
and a higher central tower- which holds the main entrance. These vertical I· 
elements are complimented by horizontal recessed ~rick and projecting ! 
brohnstonc ornamentation. A white beltcourse, apparently.of wood, runs !. 
between the first.and second stories and rises to form a decorative gable I 
over the mdn entrance. The expanse of the nymsard roof is interrupted by I 
the face of the central tower \»hi ch ca.rrie.s ari indented a:::-chway with the j 
state seal of ~laryland. Above the arch is a decorative circular opening. f 

\~indows of the first and second stories ha.ve arched heads which hold fan I 
lights. The second floor openings are wider and longer than those at the 
first story. 

The main entrance to the Court House.is located· in.the center bay of the 
facade. Above the door is a semi-circular fan. Other entrances in the 
facade arc present in the end bays. 

The eaves are finished with a broad frieze decorated with medallions above i 
each windo11· and brackets over each pilaster. According to J. Thomas I 
Schm·f, the cornice is of gal v;:mi;zed iron worked to look like stone .. 1 I 
The cornerstone of the Washington County Court House was .laid on October ! 

I 9, 1872. It iWS built by Robert C. Thornburg ·from plans submitted by H. 

! 

A. ru1d J. P .. Simris of Philadelphia. The build~ng is in excellent conditio~1; 
having Tecently lm<lcTgone considerable restoration work. The property l 

I ::n:::: ::
3 

t~:e:o::t 
2

::u::e:~s built in 1963. I 
I! ! I 
l 1 

J. Thom:is Scharf, History of I\' es tern Maryland, Vol. 2, Baltimore: l 
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(Continuation Sheet) 

I (i'iutnber all <Jr.tries) 

r 
\~ashington ·County Court House 

· Ntunber 7. n·esc:dption continued. 

Minor alterations have been made to the exterior of the Washington County 
tourt Ho~se since it was built in 1872. The original brick surface was 
painted \\'hi te some time near the turn .of the century, probably bet\\·een 
1900 and 1910. The.trim ~as painted a contrasting color. Photographs 
show that the building was p~inted red during the early 1950's. 

About the· time the annex was constructed in 1963, some of the original 
Victorian \\'indo~ frames were replaced. The orignial windows were pairs of 
single-pane sashes sep:nated by a think vertical mullion. Side entrances o.f 
the facade and the \\'est wall of ihe building were bricked up at the same 
time. Other a1 ·~erations included. replacing the slate roof with shingles of 
decorative dormers and iron work on the towers. 

I 
I 

I · 
The 1972-73 restoration h·ork was completed under the direction of Jeff 
Chapman, architect. The work included the rsemoval of paint from the bricks 
by means of chemical solvents and sandblasting. .The bricks were sealed with 
silicone. The ''modern" metal entrance doors were replaced \-.:i th heavy wooden 

I doors and the doors at the ends of the facade were restored although they are 
I 

I. 
I 
I 

·1 
not \iOTkablc. 

The interior of the building has received substantial alterations". Because l 
of the county office requirements, few interio~ changes are being considered j 
at this time. Some restoration work is planned, however) for ·t.he entrance hal~. 

I 
! 

I Number 9. Najor Bibliographical Regerences continued. I 
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(Other inform:.tion on file 1dth the Washington County Historical Society, 
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(Che('k One or }'t!of'e a~ Appropriate) 

0 Pre·Co!umbian' 

. 0 15th Century 

0 l61h c .. ntury. 

0 ll"th Century 

:SPEC 1 Fl C DA t ElS}. (JI Applicahle .and Known) 1872 
"'"'EAS OF SIG'l•FICANCE (Check One or More os A,ppropr"fate) 

Aber iginol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 En9ineeri ng 

~ 
0 

0 18th Conlury 

5:J 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

0 20th Cent11ry 

0 Urbun Plonning 

0 0th ... (Speelty) 

0 ~ ncivs 'try losophy 

0 hivef'4tion 0 Sc:ienc<> 

I I 0 OAg~ii:~~:~~ 
j !'[] A rchi !&cture 0 Loncl$

0

t.:o?e 0 St:u!;otu•e 

Architecture '' 0 Spe10 !/Hum an• .. 
0 Literature ~itcrian 

0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Musie 0 Transportation 

i. 0 Art 

1
1
· OD Comm"''-" 

CQmmunicafions 

I Q Conservation 

!STATEMENT OF s:GN°IF!CA.NCE 

The major signinco.nce of the i'lashington County Court ·House is its 
architecture: Dating fror.i 1872, it is· Italia.c"i.te in style~ examples of 
which are unusual in \;·es tern Marylmid. Although it \vas built during 
the Victori:m period a.11d is younger than many of Washington County's 
buildings, the- Courf house is an excellent example of later nineteenth 
century. architecture- for a:.j:;ublic building. 

The present Court House is the third such structure to be erected since 
1776-Khen \fashington County was carved.from Frederick County. The first 
Court House \;'as built of brick 3Jld stood in the ci'.mt,3r square of 
Hagerstown. It: was a market house with county busin,:;ss being carried on 
in the seco'.ld story. Small and unsafe as 1·:ell as being an obstructio_n to 
the two mai:'.1 strct;;ts of Hager.stmm, it was abandoned. 

In 1816 a co1m:i.ission \\'as appointed to select a lot ci .. nd make preparations 
for the building of a new Court House. A.site Kas chosen at the co.rner 
of West Washington and Jonathan Streets, the present location. The 
second Court House was des:i..gned by BcnjG?JUin H. Latrobe, architect fo:i;-
the U. S. Capital. General .Samuel Ringf:old, a distinguished citizen 'a::ld 
influential land holder in Washington County was proJably responsible :for 
Latrobe 1 s dcs·igning the building. (Latrobe also des5:gned Ringgold's 
house, 11 Founto.in Rock, 11 now St. Ja.mes Schoo}.) The Latrobe Court House 
consisted of a square hall topped idth a dome and fla..1ked by symmetrical· 
wings. Architectural drmdngs for the building are :Ln possession of the 
Washington County Historical Society .. On December 6,. 1871 ~ the Latrobe 
building was destroyed by fire. 

The form of the present Court House \\as chosen from designs submitted to 
a cormni ttec of the h'ashington County Bar ·ty H. A. ond J. I'. Sirnms, 
archi tee ts of Philadelphia.. Dedicated in 1874, the Court House, having 
completed a centm.-y of use, is an outstan:ding buildbg in Washington 
County and Kestcrn .. ~~aryland. 
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Hagerstown 
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I Maryland 
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EGAT!VE FIL<:D AT: 

Marvland Historfcal Trust 

north and west elevations. 
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Washington County Courthouse 
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West Washington Street [corner of Summit Avenue] 
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Site 
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Object 0 
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STREET AND NUMBER: 
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N. R. FlELD SHEET 

7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Excellent 0 Good !Z}-- Fai'l""XJ Deteriorated 0 Ruins O Unexposed O 
(Check One) (Check On.,) 

INTEGRITY 
Altered 0 Unaltered KJ Moved 0 Original Site DJ: 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Washington County Courthouse in Hagerstown is 
a large Second Empire Revival style public building of 
2 monumental storeys. Beneath the mansard roof is a 
symmetrically arranged faced with projecting central 

entrance-tower and corners, each one bay in width (the 
recessed bays between the corners and the central bay 
being twice the width of the corners). These three 
projections are articulated and visually strengthened 
at the corners by pilasters on the ~econd storey level 
and by quoins at the first. 

There is recent shingling on the roof [condition of 
building would lead one to suspect that the county may 
be hoping to replace this structure wj,,th something 
new. The loss of this building would be most lamentable 
but especially so if a new courthouse ·were built that 
approximated the 1960s addition on the rear, a structure 
which can only be called uninspired and dull.] 
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N. R. FIELD SHEET 

fS/ SIGNIFICANCE . ·. :. 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DAT EIS) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

18th Century 0 
19th Century XJ 

18T~ 

. .. 

20th Century 0 

. , Urban Planning 0 Political 0 Aboriginal Education 0 
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0 

I-

u 
:;::) 

a::: 
I-
en 

:z 

w 
w 
en 

1 

(~ 
I 

Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi-

Historic 0 Industry 0 losophy 

Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

Art 0 Landscape Sculpture 

Commerce D Architecture 0 Social/Human-

Communications 0 Literature 0 i tarion 

Conservation 0 Military 0 Theater 

Music 0 Trans portati an 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, E:-elJts, Etc.) 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

Other (Specify) 0 
archi tectllre 

1873, the year the Washington County Courthouse was 
built, marked the height of the Second Empire Revival in 
American public architecture. Alfred B. Mullet, Supervising 
Architect of the Treasury (hence the 'national' architect). 
had begun the most important American example of the style, 
the State, War and Navy Building in Washington, recently 
restored and now the Executive Office Building. A hundred 
years later, other examples of the style have not been so 
fortunate. Mullet's Post Office and Custom House in Rockland, 
Maine (1873) was torn-down last year and his Post Office in 
St. Louis is in dange~ as is the Post Office in Lincoln, 
Nebraska (which-was completed by his successor, William 
Appleton Potter, Supervising architect for the year 1873). 
Thus the Washington County Courthouse is a reasonably good 
example of what was, that year, an official 'government' 
style. 

[Building should be preserved !] 
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