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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

located at 131-135 West Washington Street in Hagerstc::Nm, Washington County, 
the Miller House stands on the south side of the street near the center of the 
block fo:r:med by Sumnit Avenue and Prospect Street. 

The Miller House is a circa 1820' s brick neoclassical style tavn.house which 
is two and one-half storeys in height and rests on a high cut stone £oundation. 
The house is basically rectangular in sha.._oe w-ith an ell or wing projecting frcm 
the back or south side and a one bay addition, built circa 1915, attac..1led to the 
east side. Tne nain section of the house has a metal -oovered gable roof whlch 
extends over the east addition and internal double-end chimneys on the east and 
west walls. The west wall extends above the roofline fanning a parapet. 

The principal or street facade (north side) has four bays, counting the 
east addition, and a n.arrc:M oornice of wcx::xl rrolding. T'ne addition is slightly 
recessed but othe:rwise ma.tches the original facade fairly well. The nain 
entrance.vay is located in the west end bay and is reached by a stone, probably 
ma..r:ble, stoop with iron railing. The baserrent has two windONs in line with 
those of the upper levels in the original house and a windo.>1 and Cbor in the 
addition. T'ne baseillent door is reached by a small flight of steps with iron 
railing w.atching that of the steps leading to the main entrance. 

The first and second floor winro-is have double-hung wcx::xlen sashes with 
six-over-six lights and narrcw frarres rrolded in an uvolo or oonvex rrarmer. 

,--. Each of these wi rn:3ov?s have stone, probably marble, sills and lintels arid are 
flariJ<.ed by exterior shutters. T'ne shutters on the first floor wi ndov;rs have 
three solid panels eac..h. while those of the seo:::md storj windows are louvered. 
'l'he baserrent windows have double-hung wooden sashes with three-over-three lights. 

Tne main entranceway has a rrolded stone, probably marble, lintel, a 
rectangular transo-u with geometric tracery, and double wooden doors with three 
panels each. 

The back or south side of.the main section has a tripartite window on 
the first floor looking onto the garden. The wing, which abuts the west 
property line, has a shed roof sloping dc:wnward in an easterly direction. A 
portion of the wing is thought by m:my to date frcm an earlier period. The 
east wall of the wing has a series of.,double-hung wooaen sash windows with 
nine-over-six lights and narrow frarres with a bead. _ 

Regarding the interior of the Miller House, the floor plan is essentially 
the same on the first and seoond floors. The main section of the house has 
two roorrs a.'ld a passage on each level. The woodwork of the principal ro.Jrns is 
double-faced architrave nolding with a pronounced round bead at the outer edge. 
Yost of the doors have six raised panels. Each of the two parlors on the :first 
floor has dark ITB.Ible mantels with little erribellisl-i.:rre...11t other than reeding and 
fluting. 

The rrost elaborate interior area is the entrar1ce hall which has a 
cantilevered, rounded staircase which is open to the top floor. The staircase 
has open-string stairs and scroll brackets. The balustrade consists of a :ronnd 
handrail and round baluster and terminates in a twist around the newel. The hall 
is divided into two sections by an archway with fluted round pilasters. Entrance 
to the second story of the wing is gained by a small set of steps risL11g from 
the rounded section of the main staircase. 

(See contlDuation sheet 1) 
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The woodwork in the back wing is generally of the single-faced type, 
although not as wide as that in the front section. The mantel in the room 
now furnished as a dining room is early nineteenth century in design. I.rmediateiy 
behind the e..rrtrance hall is a SIIBller hall with an enclosed staircase on the 
west e..rid and a large ck:x:>rway with sidelights and a semi -elliptical transom. 
This doorway leads onto a porch and is at right angles to the tripartite window 
of the rrain section. Both the mantel piece and the doorway described here nay 
not be original to the house as their decorative detailing is not quite the 
sa."'Tle as that in the rest of the wing. 

An ear 1 y twentieth century photograph of the house, CM'Ded by the 
Historical Society and identified as the house when Dr. Miller purchased it 
in 1912, sho,vs that the principal or street facade has been changed little 
except for the alterations noted above. Another area of possible alteration 
is the flooring of the principal interior rco-us which are covered with 
narrow boards. 
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The Miller House is a cixca 1820 's neoclassical style t<::1.vnhouse whim 
presently serves as the head::{ua.rters of the Washington County Historical Society. 
The house is a fine exaitple of the type of urban dwelling that was built in 
western Maryland and south central P2nnsyTva.nia in the first third of the 
nineteenth century. 

The main portion of t.h.e house is believed to have been built for William Price 
(17 -1868) , a prominent attorney wno purchased the property in 1823. (Deed fuok 

c:G, p. 173). Price tvlice served in the Maryland Legislature and ·was appointed a 
U.S. District Attorney by President Lincnln. (Williams, p. 426.) In 1825, he 
was elected to the State Ser1ate from Washington Coilllty. Forty years later, he 
returned to the Legislature, representing the Baltirrore area. A native of 
Washington County, Price :rroved to Cumberland, Allegany County, about 1842 and later 
to Bal t.irrore. He w"'a.S the father of the noted late nineteenth centu:cy architect 

,-""' Bruce Price (1845-1903) and -D"le grandfather of Emily Price Post (1873-1960), the 
late author and etiquette authority. 

Price sold the house in 1844 to Ale.xar1der Neil, Jr. (1808-c. 1863), a 
lawyer and President of the Hagersi:C1'.vn Bank. (Deed Book 0. H. W. No. 2, p. 491.) 

·Subsequently, the property was a~red by Neil's son, Alexanaer Neil, III (1844-1911), 
who was a rrellber of the Maryland House of Delegates in 1870 and served as auditor 
of the Washington County Court in 1876. (Scharf, p. 1043.) · 

The house was enlarged in about 1915 when a one-bay addition was attached 
to the east end of- the :rnaln portion. The addition was built to house the rredical 
offices of Victor D. Miller, Jr. (1875-1955), a prominent physician who purchased 
the property in 1912 fmll the heirs~ of Alexander Neil, III. (Deed Book 138, p. 102). 
Miller is also responsible for restoring the original front doors which had been 
replaced in the late nineteenth century. 

The Washington County Historical Society aQ:J"uired the house in 1966 from 
the Miller family through donation and purchase. Narred in honor 0£ Dr. Miller, the 
Miller House is now used by the Society for its office, libra:ry, and museum. 

The house stands on the westerly half of lot No. _91 of the original 
plat of Hagerstc:Mn. Peter Bell purchased the half-lot in 1802 for n300. (Deed Book 
O, p. 481.) Bell and his sons operated a pottery on this site well into the first 
quarter of the 1800' s when the. property was sold for payment of debts. It is 
traditionally said that a section of the Bell House is included in the present 
back wing of the Miller House. 
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Located at 131-135 West Washington Street in Hagerstown, Washington 
County, the Miller House stands on the south side of the street near the 
center of the block formed by Summit Avenue and Prospect Street. 

The Miller House is a circa 1820s brick neoclassical style town­
house which is two and a half stories in height and rests on a high cut 
stone foundation . The house is basically rectangular in shape with an ell 
or wing projecting from the back or south side and a one bay addition, 
built circa 1915, attached to the east side. The main section of the house 
has a metal-covered gable roof, which extends over the east addition~ and 
internal double-end chimneys on the east and west walls. The west waJ.1 
extends above the roofline forming a parapet. 

The principal or street .facade (north side) has four bays, counting 
the east addition, and a narrow cornice of wood molding. The addition is "' 
slightly recessed but otherwise matches the original facade fairly well. "' 
The main entranceway is located in the west end bay and is reached by a "' 
stone, probably marble, stoop with iron raiJing. The basement has two 
windows in line with those of the upper levels in the original house and a 
window and door in the addition . The basement door is reached by a small z 
flight of steps with iron railing tl:i.at matches that of the steps leading to "' 
the main entrance . -t 

The first and second i'loor windows have double-hung wooden sashes 
with six-over-six lights and narrow frames molded in an ovolo or convex 
manner . Each of these windows have stone, probably marble, sills and 
lintels and are flanked by exterior shutters. The shutters on the first 
floor windows have three solid panels each while those of the second story 
windows are louvered . The basement windows have double-hung wooden sashes 
with three-over- three lights . 

The main entranceway has a molded stone, probably marble, lintel, 
a rectangular transom with geometric tracery, and double wooden doors with 
three panels each. 

The back or south side of the main section has a tripartite window 
on the first floor looking on to the garden. The wing, which abuts the 
west property line, has a shed roof sloping downward in an easterly 
direction. A portion of the wing is thought by many to date from an 
earlier period. The east wall of the wing has a series of double-hung 
wooden sash windows with nine-over-six lights and narrow frames with a 
bead . 

Regarding the interior of the Miller House, the floor plan is 
essentially the same on the first and second floors . The main section of 
the house has two rooms and a passage on each level. The woodwork of the 
principal rooms is~eataela~e molding with a pronounced round bead at the 
outer edge . Most of the doors . have six raised panels . Each of the two 
parlors on the first floor have dark marble mantels with little embellish­
ment other than reeding and .fluting. 

-*" .b ~ SEE OONTlNUATION SHEET 
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#7. DESCRIPI'ION continued 

The most elaborate interior area is the entrance hall which has 
a cantilevered. rounded staircase which is open to the top floor . The 
staircase has open-string stairs and scroll brackets. The balustrade 
consists of a round handrail and round baluster~ The hall is divided 
into two sections by an archway with fluted round pilasters . Entrance 
to the second story of the wing is gained by a small set of steps rising 
from the rounded section of the main staircase. 

~~\e--f~ 
The woodwork in the back wing_ js genera~£ the e~elaW!'e 

type .although not as wide as that in1hfi'ont section . The mantel in the 
room now :f'urnished as a dining room is early nineteenth century in 
design . Immediately behind the entrance hall is a smaller hall with an 
enclosed staircase on the west end and a large doorway with sidelights 
and a semi-elliptical transom. This doorway leads onto a porch and is 
a~ righ),_ ang1e5to the tripartite window of the main section. Both the 
mante1Jiece1 ~d..;. 1t~e d92~CJY.1,1~~c~~ed Jlere may no~ ~ original to the 
house 9&\108-00tfr-<ioinot rn quite the same as-f'Afiie rest Of the 
QieeJ!la'tNe ae~g 4~ wing. 

An early twentieth century photograph of the house) in-tfte own~.ef h J 
~&session-Gt the Historical Society and identified as beiBg the 
a~Mnee 0£ the house when Dr . J:f:YJ.er purchased it in 1912, shows that 
the principal or street facade haA~cllanged little except for the altera­
tions noted above. Another area of possible alteration is the flooring 
of the principal interior rooms which are covered with narrow boards. 

(1 of 2 continuation sheets) 
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The Miller House is a circa 1820s neoclassical style townhouse 
which presently serves as the headquarters of the Washington County 
Historical Society . The house is a fine example of the type of urban 
dwelling that was being. built in western Maryland and southcenvral 
Pennsylvania in the first third of the nineteenth century. 

The main portion of the house is believed to have been built for 
William Price (17 -1868), a prominent attorney who purchased vhe 
property in 1823. (Deed Book GG, p. 173 . ) Price twice served in the 
Maryland Legislature and was appointed a U. S. District Attorney by 
President Lincoln . (Williams, p. 426.) In 1825, he was elected to the 
State Senate from Washington County. Forty years later, he revurned to 
the Legislature. representing the Baltimore area . A native of Washington 
County, Price moved to Cumberland, Allegany County, about 1842 and later 
to Baltimore . He was the father of the noted late nineteenth century 
architect Bruce Price (1845-1903) and the grandfather of Emily Price Post 
(1873-1960), the late author and etiquette authority. 

Price sold the house in 1844 to Alexander Neil, Jr . • (1808-c.1863), 
a lawyer and President of the Hagerstown Bank. (Leed Book O.H.w. No. 2, 
p . 491 .) Subsequently, the property was acquired by Neil's son, 
Alexander Neil, III,,(1844-1911 ), who was a member of the Maryland House 
of Delegates in 1870 and served as auditor of the Washington County Court 
in 1876. (Scharf, p . 1043.) 

The house was enlarged) about 1915 when a one bay addit:.on was 
attached to the east end of the main portion. The addition was built to 
house the medical offices of Victor D. Miller, Jr . • (1875-1955), a 
prominent physician who purchased the property in 1912 from the heirs of 
Alexander Neil, III. (Deed Book 138, p. 1 02 • ) Miller is al~'hf"t't'I 
responsible for restoring the original front doors which ~Areplaced 
in the late nineteenth century. 

The Washington County Historical Society acquired the house in 
1966 from the Miller f~ through donation and purchase. Named in 
honor of Dr. Miller, the Miller House is now used by the Society for its 
office, library, and museum. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

iJJA- HA6 --1 t.~ 

The house stands on the westerly half of Lot No. 91 of the 
original plat of Hagerstown. Peter Bell purchased the half-lot in 1802 
for ~JOO. (Deed Book O, p. 481 .) Bell and his sons operated a 
pottery on this site well into the first quarter of the 1800s when the 
property was sold for payment of debts. It is traditionally said that 
a section of the Bell house is included in the present back wing of the 
Miller House. 

#9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES continued 
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