
ABSTRACT 

(R. Andrews, 6-76) 

157-159 West Washington Street 

Hagerstown 

Washington County 

circa 1800 

This three story high brick house with a mansard roof along 

the street is believed to date from about the late eighteenth century 

or the early nineteenth century. Originally two and a half stories 

in height, the building was extensively altered and enlarged about 

1900 and probably further added to in later years. 

The circa 1800 construction date is based upon several 

features of the facade (north side) - the Flemish brick bonding, the 

beveled brick water table, and the symmetrical arrangement of openings -

which are similar to those found on other Hagerstown houses which are 

thought to have been erected about the close of the eighteenth century. 

The alterations which were made to the building probably obscure 

evidence which would readily or greatly aid specifically dating the 

structure. The most significant changes were the addition of the 

third floor and the circa 1900 vintage mansard roof and second story 

bay window on the facade. It is possible that window and door openings 

have also been altered. 

Unfortunately, little is known about the building's history. 

The house is identified in the deeds as standing on the western half 

of Lot No. 89 as defined on the original plat of Hagerstown. A Mrs. 

Nietzell Watson is listed on the 1850 Map of Hagerstown as either 

residing in or owning the building. An 1870 deed refers to an 

Elizabeth Watson as being one owner of the house. 
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The building stands at 157-159 West Washington Street in Hagerstown, 
Washington County, and is located on the south side of the street in the 
westerly fifth of the block formed by Summit Avenue on the east and 
Prospect Street on the west. 

The building is a three stories high painted brick structure with 
a mansard roof along the street or facade (north side). The structure 
probably dates from the late eighteenth or early twentieth century and 
was altered extensively in later years. Situated on the slope of a hill 
as Washington Street rises to the west, the building has a high stone 
foundation along the eastern portion of the facade and the east end wall. 
The structure is free standing although located only about three feet from 
the building to the east. Enlarged over the years, the building stretches 
considerably along the depth of the property. "" 

The facade (north side), which is the most important portion of the 
exterior because it s~rves as a record of the development of the building, 
has a beveled water table which rises to the bottom of the first floor 
windows and is divided into three bay divisions. The entrance way is 
located in the western bay and has a rectangular transom and sidelights 
and is reached by a twentieth century brick porch with two sets of steps 
and metal railing. The transom has wooden criss-cross type tracery. 
Above the entrance way is a circa 1900 tripartite bay window with a flat 
roof. The bricks of this elevation are laid in Flemish bond. 

The remaining window openings on the facade, two per floor, have 
brick flat arches with double-hung wooden sashes with one-over-one lights. 
These windows probably date from the circa 1900 period. The middle window 
on the first floor is a double window. The mansard roof has three gable 
roof dormers corresponding in placement to that of the windows on the lower 
two stories. The middle dormer has double windows. Like the second story 
bay window and the other facade windows, these dormers appear to date 
from about 1900. 

The mansard roof has slate shingles with bands of fish-scale 
patterns for decoration. 

The west wall of the structure, which has been clearly visible from 
the street since at least 1872 when the Presbyterian Church was erected 
on the lot to the west, has a hodgepodge of windows reflecting the growth 
of the building. What is believed to be the original portion of the 
structure, the front section, has Common brick bonding. 

On the interior, which has been converted for offices, shops, and 
apartments, there is a large entrance hall located in the northwest corner 
of the first floor. The woodwork in the hallway, including an elliptical 
archway, are Neoclassical but may date from some years after the building 
was erected. 
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This three story high brick house with a mansard roof along the 
street is believed to date from about the late eighteenth century or the 
early nineteenth century. Originally two and a half stories in height, 
the building was extensively altered and enlarged about 1900 and probably 
further added to in later years. 

The circa 1800 constr~ction date is based upon several features of 
the facade (north side) - the Flemish brick bonding, the beveled brick 
water table, and the symmetrical arrangement of openings - which are 
similar to those found on other Hagerstown houses which are thought to 
have been erected about the close of the eighteenth century. The 
alterations which were made to the building probably obscure evidence 
which would readily or greatly aid specifically dating the structure. The 
most significant changes were the addition of the third floor and the 
circa 1900 vintage mansard roof and second story bay window on the facade. 
It is possible that window and door openings have also been altered. 

Unfortunately, little is known about the building's history. The 
house is identified in the deeds as standing on the western half of 
Lot No. 89 as defined on the original plat of Hagerstown. A Mrs. Nietzell 
Watson is listed on the 1850 Map of Hagerstown as either residing in or 
owning the building. An 1870 deed (Deed Book McKK #2, p. 361) refers to 
an Elizabeth Watson as being one owner of the house. 
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Sidney, J. C. Map of Hagerstown. Philadelphia: T. Sinclairs, 1850. 

Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
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