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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NPS Offloe U. Only I Project Numb«: 

_.,....,.,_ ..,, ... ,U/I 

lnarucdona: R.cj the lnnruc:tiona carefully before compl9'1ng 8')t>lati0f!. No C8n~ic:adon.will be m8de uni-• c:omplned 9PP1ication fonn '

t>.n l'9Cliv9d. UM tvP9Wfiter cw prim ctewty In bladt ink. If 9dditionml ~ ia ~. "9 continu9tlon ltleeu or •n.dl bl.,,k ltl..a. 

County Washington Stai._....-MD _____ Zip Code 21740 

N.meofnlnor~dlsttic:t: __________ H_a~g~e __ r_s_t_o_w_n ___ c_o_mm __ e_r_c __ i_a_l __ C_o_r __ e __ H_i_s_t_o __ r_i_c __ D_i_·s __ t_r_i_c_t ______________________ ~ 

il N9tion91 R911iner dlnrict 0 '*'1ifled mu or loc:.1 dlltrict 0 pot9flti.i lliltorlc diltrlc:t 

2. QMak nMUN of rwqu.t: 

3. 

4. 

.Q C9f'tificatlon th•t the building contribut91 to the signif!Qnc:. of ttle •bow-Nmed historic district for the PUllJO• of reh.t>ilitation. 

0 cwtifieation th•t th• ttNCtur• or building •nd, wnere 9QPf'oprl11te, the l•nd - on whid'l l&dl • structure or building ii IOC11ted contribunl to 
the signific:anca of th• •bow-nwnad historic district f9f" •charitable c:ontribuuon for con-'lation Puri>oML 

0 certification tMt th• building don not contributa to the significance of th• ~ed district. 
0 preliminuv d•t•rmiMtion for individual lilting in the N•tional Re;iltw. 
0 prelimiMry determinetion !Nt •building located-within• potenti.91 historic district contributes to the significance of th• district. 
0 prelimiMry determiMtion m.t •building ouDide the period or •r• of significance comribut• to th• significance of the district. 

Authorized proiect com.ct: 

N9me 
Cherilyn Widell --------------------------------------------Tide ____ c_o_n_s_u_l_t_a_n_t _________________ _ 

Street 
120 West Church Street Frederick __________________________________________________ City ____________________________ ___ 

State 
Maryland 

Zip 
21701 301-663-6820 

________________ Telephone Number (during d9y): ------------------

Owner: 
Public Square Associates 

Name 

Sir Mt 50 Summit Avenue 
------------------------------------- City Hap:erst own 

Si:.te Maryland Zip 21740 Telephone Number (during dlay): 301-293-3336 

I hereby annt that the infoc\-Ntion i\_ provided 11,.: the belt of my knowled911, correct, and th•t I own the M>o~emed ~operty. 
~ ;:-. I . \I 

Owner's Signature "i \ / \__ - / ·- \ Date "4 S 'th 
I = 52-1467060 I 

Social Security Number or T1Xpeyer Identification Number----------------------------------------

NPS Office U.. Only 

The Nationel Perk s.rvice has r!IViewed the "'Hinoric Preservation Certification Appliaition - Part 1 •• for the abow-named ~operty and haret>v deter· 
mines that th• property: 

0 contributes to the signifiaince of the above-named district 1nd is a "certified historic structure" for the purp01e of rehabilitation. 
D contributes to the significance of the 1bove-named district and is• "'certified historic structure" lor a charitable contribution for conservation pur· 

pcnes in accordanc. with the Tax Trutment Extension Act of 1980. 
0 dOft not contribute to the signifi~nc. of the •bove-nemed district. 

Pntliminery Determinations: 

D appears to mMt th• N•tional Register Criteri. for Evalu.tion ind will likely be listed in the N•tion1I Register of Historic Pl1en if nominated by lh• 
Stai. Historic Pr~tion Officer according to the procedura set fonh in 36 CFR P•rt 60. 

0 does not appeer to mHt the Netionel R99i1ter Criterill for Evelu.tion •nd will likely not be lined in the N11ional Register. 
0 appears to contribute to the significance of• potentitil historic district, which will likely be lined in the National Register of Historic Places if 

nominlted by the Stat• Historic Presel'V9tion Officer. 
0 appears to contribute to ttle 1ignificance of• regimred historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the 

Net1onal Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS. 
0 does not aPPear to aualify 111 a cwtified historic structure. 

Data NatioNll P1rk Service Authorized SiwNture Nation•I Park Service Office 



F1 ej sher 1-lui lding CER-nFICATION APPUCATION-

I
ProlKt Numne" 

PART 1 . 
:,;_ ·ry,...,,. 

rublic Sguare, Hagerstown, Md . 
.. ,_., Addrwa 

nublic Square Associates 52-1467060 
ri¥ 1'iacn./Socia. S.C..rtty Of' Taxpsyer ID "!umber 

_:_ttla"tp:•'--' a1 ptrywbl ~: 

The Fleisher Building Complex is an ell shaped three story group of three buildings which 
are connected on the interior into one space. The building faces public square on the 
east side and West Washington Street on the north side of the street. The building wraps 
around the corner Saurn's Jewelry Store which has not been part of this complex since the 

late nineteenth century. 
hesearch indicates that as early as 1796, at least one building was located on the 

Public Square in the location of the east portion of the existing building. In c. 1846, 
these buildings were 3ubstantially changed and added to probably creating the two three 
stor:r spaces which dominated the square in the late nineteenth century. 

The eastern portion of the building which faces Public Square is a three story brick 
masonry structure constructed in common bond, ten bays wide. Each bay on the second level is 
occupied by an arched double hung 2/2 window. The first level of the building is occupied 
by a pressed metal storefront with metal cornice and plate glass storefront with transom 
windows. The storefront is supported by mirrored square columns and is decorated with marble 
bulkheads. A massive wood bracketted cornice extends along the roofline. 

The southern portion of the building occupies three storefronts. In c. 1910, an ornate 
bow fronted pressed metal storefront was applied to the existing storefront. In c. 1916 

1846 1910 Ladn records, photos, plans 
Om of Construction: c · • c · • SoJ:lfCf of Oete: 

c. 1916 , 1930, l';14U ------""-'.------------------

Dmt(a) of Alwrwtion(a): ----------

,....building been mo\iled? 0 '191 Gno. If to, when? 
~------------------------------------------

~ St.twnent of significance: 
l'hL: Fleisher Building Complex contributes substantially to the significance of the Hagerstown 

_: ommercial Core Historic District because of their architectural significance, prominent 
l ocation on the Public Square and associations with several major Hagerstown commercial 
:institutions in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The complex includes three major 
~uilding facades although the entire complex is tied together on the interior of the building. 

Hcse:arch indicates that as early as 1796, there were buildings standing on lots 1 and 2 
facing the Public Square. The lots were transferred to William Heyser by Nathaniel Rochester 
in 1796. Heyser owned the buildings until 1846 when he conveyed the properties to Alexander 
/,rmstrong with the following interesting provision," the full right and pri velege of building 
upon and raising the height of the division walls on the east side of the premises and of 
i.ui lding up, obstructing and closing all windows and doors now in said di vision walls or 
~,p0ning upon the premises." (Washington County Land REcord, Liber I.N. 1, Folio 877) Close 
iri:::;pection of the brickwork on the buildings facing the Public Square indicates a number of ~-

;::h~_mp;cs over the years probably including these c. 1846 changes and additions of floors. 
In 1880, the property was conveyed to Thomas Benton Cushwa who owned it until 1915. During 
U1ic; tine period the southeast portion of the building was used as the Chase Bowman Cigar 
F·wtciry, a portion of which remains on the third level. 

In 1915, ,Joseph K. Hoffman purchased the _r:,roperty. Hoffman i'!S:tablished J.C. Hoffman's Sons, 
a ladies clothing store by 1898 when the portion of the building now facing West Washington 
. :trcet was purchased by Hoffman. In c. 1910, Hoffman installed an impressi ved bow fronted 
prPssed metal front and curved glass windows. In c. 1916, after Hoffman purchased the portion 
uf the building facing Public Square, he duplicated the pressed metal front making,"Hoffman's" 
a double bow front store that dominated West Washington Street in the early twentieth century 
~ind still does today. It is one of very few pressed metal front buildings in Hagerstown and 
one of the most ornate. By 1919, the Hoffman's business had been purchased by Brenner and 

hctavraphs end rneps. 

Attach ::ho~vgrapha and INIPI to application. 

Contlnu."!lon sheets art11ched: ::oJ yea 0 no 

~----------------- ------------·-----~----·-------



PiOOMlf fUme 
Public Square, Hagerstown, Md. 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

HllcariePnu u Iii• 
Ca dnc.don ApPkmdan 

Pt cc er Addr9m 
Public Square Associates, 52-1467060 

Own.r N.M/Sodm s.c:urtty or T~ ID Numbw 

Tiiis IM9t:~-- P.n 1 Cl CIDl'ldla.e P.n 2 Cl --- Project. 

Description of physical Appearance, continued 

. ; -· 
NPS Pro;ect Numta.r: 

the property immediately west of this storefront was also acquired and a duplicated of the 
metal bow front storefront was placed on the property. Each bow front storefront is three 
bays wide and three stories tall. Large double hung 1/1 windows occupy each bay on the 
second and third level and are separated by a pressed metal band of acanthus leaves and 
supported by reeded pressed metal pilasters and wide mullions with a repetitive coin-like 
design. A large overhanging cornice is supported by pressed metal scrolled brackets. 
The first level of the building was changed c. 1940 from the original sotrefront of curved 
glass with a prism glass transom to a streamlined art moderne F.W. Woolworth franchise 
storefront with large red signboard and stainless steel bulkeads. The top of the building 
was once dominated by a pressed tin parapet railing with flag pole.s as shown in earlier 
pictures of the building. 

The thirdsection of the building which lies immediately west of the metal storefronts 
replaced a three story Second National Bank building shown in earlier photos. The existing 
building which was constructed at the time F.W. Woolworth was established in this location 
(c. 1940) is a one story block structure riith a concrete parapet and streamlined F.W. 
Woolworth signboard and stainl.ess steel t.J.lkeads. The sign board has been slightly altered 
by more recent tenants. 

The building is covered by a series of shed roofs constructed of built up material or 
tin which has been covered with layers of tar. 

The interior of the building is divided into two main spaces, east and south, which are 
connected by the main stairway which is located in the east space. 

The east space fist level currently hbuses a ladies dress shop and is characterized by 
a pressed metal ceiling, vertical cast iron columns and the main stairway. The main stair
way rises three levels and is characterized by turned balusters na dboxed newel posts. 
Portions of west and north side of the first level have been partitioned off for dressing 
rooms. The second level of the east space connects with the second level of the south 
space into a largeopen shown room flocir chracterized by an early 20th century elevator 
centered in the north wall, plastered horizontal beams in the west half of the room and 
plaster, mirrored and cast iron columns supporting the ceiling. An ornate art moderne 
ladies fashion shop installed c. 1930 dominatess the east side of the second level. 
The third level of the building is almost identical, however, a small room once used for 
a cigar factory leads off of the main show room area on the east side. 

The first.level of the south space which was last substantially altered c. 1940 
to uccomodate the F.W. Woolworth operation is a large 9pen space characterized by an 
ornate pressed metal ceiling, a'wood cornice which remains in some places on the west wall 
and origina1ly was lco,atad abovp., the bui~t in wood shelving and vertical columns which 
are ~lastered. Portio[s of the rear of /this space were partitioned c. 1965 with P:\.Y'1. ood 
pane: ing. ~· I ·, : I I i 

Owner's Signature . .{ -/:-... Oete \\ ~; U r c - __ > zc::;:s -, , 

NPS Office U• Only 

D The National Park Service has determined that these proj.ct·i.nendments meet the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for 
Rehabilitation." 

D The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior's ''Stan
dards for Rehabilitation." 

Date National Perk Service Authorized Slgnetul'9 Neuonel Pmrlt S.rvlc:a Ottlca 



CONTINUATION SHEET 
Fleisher Building 

Property~ 

Public Square, Hagerstown, Md 

Pf'Oi* tt Addrw 
Public Square Associates, 52-1467060 

Owner Name/Social Security M Taxs-yer ID Numt.r · 

Statement of Significance~ continued 

J, -:... 

NPS Offloe U• Only 

and Fleishers, Inc. (Max and Sadie Fleisher and Joe and Hannah Brenner). In 1920, 
The properties were sold to The Fleisher Company. During the 1920's, 30's, and 40's, 
the Fleigher Company became a regionally known ladies department store. A feature 
of the store was the Parisian Dress Shop which remains intact on the second level. 
In the late 1940's, the first floor of the West Washington Stree side of the building 
complex was changed to accomodate the opening of a F.W. Woolworth S~ore. 

The east portion of the Fleisher Building contributes to the character of the 
Hagerstown Commercial Core Historic District because of its scale, materials, design. 
The south protion of the building on West Washington Street is a very significant 
building in the district because of the ornate tin front . 

..:-:_: .. 
' - -



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Washington D.C. 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION-PART 1 

Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification may be made unless a completed 
application form has been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application form. If additionaf space is needed to 
complete Part 1. use the reverse side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing address. Part 7 of this 
application may be completed and sent to the appropriate State Historic Preservation Officer st anytime during the year. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Address of property: 2-4 West Wasbj n gt on Street 

City Hagerstown 
Name of historic district in which property is located: 

CountyWashing±on State Maryland 

City Center Hagerstown 

Check here If request Is for: 
D:I certification (structure contributes to significance of the district) 
D decertification (structure does not contribute to significance of the district) 
D easement qualification (for donation of easement on structure or land for conservation purposes). 

2. Description of Physlcal Appearance: 
(see instructions for map and photograph requirements-use reverse side if necessary} 

See Attached 

3. Statement ol Significance: 
(use reverse side if necessary} 

See attached statement by Timothy F. Crosby 

Zip Code 2174-0 

Date of construction (if known)• 1f!!/O 1 
S l:J Original site ------- D Moved 0 Date of alterations (if known)· 1920 

1 
S 

4. Name and Malling Address ol Owner: 

Name S11san K Sa nm Wi ckl ej n & Michael B. Wi ck le in 

Street 

City -~H..,.a"li~i>'e,...r._.s.._t.,,.o,,_,w1'n"4-, ~fu....,,,_r+y_..l""an~dL-!:2~1""7L40~-------------- State------- Zip Code ____ _ 

Tel~ho~num~r(~ri~dey):A~a~~--~~1--_7~1~~~3c2~0LO~-------------------------

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I am owner of the property described above. 

Signature ~.W&:- Su.C~ ~~ciM>--~,\,~~\)gll\1'.. oate12/29/82 

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number 214-46-5790 & 220 64-1883 

For office use only 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic District and b:I contributes D does not contribute to 
the character of the district. \ 

The structure D appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6) and 0 will likely D will not be 
.....!IOminated to the National Register in accord with the Department of the Interior procedures (36 CRF 60) . 

• e structure is located in a district which 0 appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36CFR 60 6) and 
D will likely 0 will not be nominated to the National Register in accord with Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60), 
and D appears 0 does not appear to contribute to the character of said district or D will likely D will not ~ recommended for 
certification as substantially meeti National Register criteria. 

Signature--~~~~~~===----------------------- Date '/-/I/- J'j 
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Postcard Album of Washington County, Maryland . 
Commercial Press Printing Company, Cumberland, Maryland . 
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1984 Feldstein's Historic Postcard Album of Washington County, Maryland . 
Coannercial Press Printing Company, Cumberland, Maryland . 
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Feldstein, Albert L. 
1984 Feldstein's Historic Postcard Album of Washington County, Maryland. 
Commercial Press Printing Company, Cumberland, Maryland. 
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Hagerstown Conrnercial Core Historic District 
Washington County, Maryland 
Photo by: Douglass C. Reed 
July, 1982 
Neg. Location: Preservation Associates, Inc. 

Potomac & W. 
NW View 
Photo # 20 

Sharpsburg, Maryland 
Washington Streets (Public Square) 

Hagerstown C001T1ercial Core Historic District 
Washington County, Maryland 
Photo by: Douglass C. Reed 
July, 1982 
Neg. Location: Preservation Associates, Inc. 

Sharpsburg, Maryland 
Potomac & Washington Streets (Public Square) 
NW View 
Photo # 21 


