ABSTRACT

WA-I-003 19th Century
Gogsard Mill Site

Fairview Vicinity

public-private

The Fairview or Gossard Mill Site is where
a large gambrel roofed frame grist mill once stood.
The mill was demolished in the 1960's. A brick
farmhouse still stands near the mill site and pre-
~mably was part of the complex as was a small frame
bank barn located near the house.
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—STRUCTURE X goTH - WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL PRIVATE RESIDENCE
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Washington County Courthouse Route # 4, Box 180 Portion)
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Hagerstown ___ VICINITY OF Maryland 21740
EILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 624
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 286
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Waghington County Court House
STREET & NUMBER
West Washington Street
CITY, TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE .
__GOOD __RUINS X _ALTERED _MOVED  DATE
__FAIR X | NExPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fairview or Gossard Mill Site is located partially under the bed of Gossard Mill Road
about one and a half miles southeast of Fairview between Hagerstown and Clear Spring in
Washington County, Maryland. The mill was located at the south bank of Rockdale Run and
stood with its end wall facing west toward the road, which until recent years gkirted the
mill.

According to an artist's drawing of the building which was torn down prior to realignment
of the road during the 1960's, the grist mill was a large frame structure, three bays wide
and five long with a gambrel roof. It had fieldstone foundations which were a full story
in height toward the rear of the building. Little visible evidence of the mill remains.
According to a local historian the mill had a metal turbine wheel at the time it was dis-
manteled.

Just southeast of the mill site on the opposite side of Gossard Mill Road is a large two
story L-shaped brick house. Across the road from the house is a small frame bank barn.
Gossard Mill Road until recently was carried over Rockdale Run by a small steel truss bridge
built in 1897. The bridge gave way under a loaded gravel truck in 1975, and has since b
replaced. '

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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- i SIGNIFICANCE
.PERlOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 x_.AGHICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
x130€l-1899 x._COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fairview or Gossard Mill Site is where a large Gambrel roofed frame grist mill once stood.
The mill was demolsihed in the 1960's. A brick farmhouse still stands near the mill site and
presumably was part of the complex as was a small frame bank barn located near the house.

An 1808 Map of Washington County depicts a mill on Rockdale Run near the site of Gossard Mill,
but is it shown on the opposite side of present Gossard Mill Road from the site of the mill

vi%\ i{s known to have existed into the 1960's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Varle', Charles, Map of Frederick and Waghington Counties, 1808.
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY Lesgs than 5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey July 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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WA-1-003
Fairview Mill, site (Gossard Mill)
Gossard Mill Road, Hagerstown
Mason Dixon Quadrangle
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Fairview Mill, site (Gossard Mill)
Gossard Mill Road, Hagerstown
Photo by John McGrain, March 1968
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