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(Check One) 

0 Foir C Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
~DEsC:R1PTION JO-~"""""' O< Good 

CONDITION ---
(Check 0'>e) 

XJ Altered 0 Unaltered 
t-----~-- . --- ~

.-- --1 
(Check On~) 

[l Moved }~Original Site 
----------DESC P.l f\E THE PRESENT A.ND ORIGINAL (if kno1vn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located ~4 miles south of U.S. 11 in Will.iamsport is Spring
field Farm. Built in three distinct parts, the center, or 
original section dates from the second half of the eighteenth 
century. This two-sto~y plus attic beaded clapboard house is 
five bays wide with an entrance in the center bav of both the 
first and second stories on th6 east facade. Co~ering this is 
a two-story pedimented portico. Near the peak of the pediment 
is a smali°-fan light. 'There is one window in each remaining 
bay with twelve over h.1elve lights on the first story and 
twelve over eight lights on the second story. 

The north end of this section is brick laid in cornrr1on bond, 
three courses of stretchers to one of headers. Close to the 
east wall on the first floor is a window which has been 
bricked in probably when the north wing.was added. Directly 
above this is a six over six light window. In the gable are 
two small four light casement windo~s flanking the large in
side end chimney. 

The \·:est side is also beaded cla.pboard. In the second story 
are five twelve over eight light -:vindows. Across the first , 
story is a screened porch. This facade also has a double door! 
in.the center bay. The northern-most bay containing a bath
room extends to the outer edge of the porch and is brick. 
Centered in the west wall is a small, six over six light 
window. 

The north win~r of the house is brick laid in common bond with 
five rows of stretchers to each row of headers. In the south
ern-most bay is a large, five-sided Victorian bay win6ow. 
Each side has a narro~ one over one light window. Paired, 
carved brackets are located between the windows with large 
block rnodillions between the brackets. This window was 
probably added in the late nineteenth century about the time 
the south wing >·1as co;;.s tructed. Each of the two northern 
bays has a six over ~lz light windo~:. Piercing the roof be~ 
tween the bay window and the center one is a large chirnney. 
A six over six light dormer windo·d is' above the bay window 
and the center one. At the northern-most end of the ridge is 
a small bell and hood. 

Centered in the northern gable is a six over six sash.window. 
Below and to the right of this is a double window each with 
six over six sash. On the west is a brick lean-to addition 
forming a catslide roof and a door on the north. 

(Se~ Continuation Sheet #1} 
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over six sash windows 
west side of the ,.,ing 

The west side of the lean-to has two 
wifu a dormer above the south winddw~ 
itself has two, one over two light w 
sash dormer between them. 

indm·;s, with a six over six 

cted in 1879, is three hays 
hc~lf stories :with a metal 
ct ion and Victorian wing is 
., 'ili th its Victorian paneled 
arch transom, is in the 
the first story and three 

The Victorian winq on the south, ere 
wide by two deep and is two-and-one
hipped. roof. Between the cent~al se 
a large brick chirrmey. The entra~ce 
double door aTid two-light segmental 
north hav. There-are two windows in 
in the s~cond, all of which have two 
the roof is a dnrn~r, also ~ith two 
hr ick, laid in cormnon bond with six 
of headers, is painted white to mate 

over two sash. Centered in 
over t\-:o light sash. 'rhe 
courses of stretchers to one 
h the rest of the house. 

rs 0 b The south end has windcws at the corne n o th floors. Th e 
first story windrn~s appear to have been reduced in height. ~-· "' ..... e I 

The west side of this section also has a .door in the north bay. 
center window ori the first floor, a double casement, is not 
original. The south window with two over two sash also appears 
to have been reduced in height. Above the door between the 
first and second stories is a two over ti;·10 light window. The 
center and south hays on the second floor contain the same tyne 
of window. Centered on the roof is a two over two light dorrner. 

I 

The original section has a central hall with two rooms on each 
side. The parlor in the Victori~n wing ~as originall.y o.ne la.rgl' 
room but was divided into two in the 1940's. _ 

Also on the same property are several original outbu1l0.1n·;s ::i.n- I 
eluding a springhouse, stillhouse, and several smaller build- 1 

ings. Both the stillhouse and springhouse are built of rough II 

fieldstone. The stillhouse is two stories, th:ree bays wide 2nd 
three deep "·'i th an overhanging gab] e roof. The springhouse is 
one story, three hays wide with a projecting pedimented porch, 
and a hipped roof. 
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PERIOD (Check One or- .'!tfor-e a~ Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian: 

0 15th Cenlury 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Cenrury 

U 18rh Century 

zj 19th Century 

0 20th Cenlury 

!------·------------------------------------------! 
SPC.CIFIC DATEtsl (11 Applicab!e endKno1vn) 
~- ----------------------------! 
AREA.S OF SlGNIFICANCE (Check One or .r\1ore os Appropriate) 

Abor rginal 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0. Preh;.~oric 0 En~i r.e-eri ng [] Relig;on/Phi. 42f Other (Specify) 

0 Historic [J Indus fr} lo•ophy Bicentennial 
0 Agricultt..:re 0 Inver. ti er, 0 Science 

0 Architect;,,;e 0 Londscope 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socia l/Hl!mon · 

0 Comrr.erce 0 Literature itorion 

0 CcmmL1ni co~ions [3t Military 0 Theater 

0 Consen·ction [] Music 0 T ronspcrtot
0

ion 

STATEMENT OF SIGN!FICANCE 

Springfield Farm in Washington County gained its historic sig
nificance through its association with General Otho Holland 
Williams (1749-1794), Revolutionary patriot. William's Revo- \ 
lutionary career began in 17 7 5 when he marched \·Ji th the two 
Maryland companies who joined the Continental Army in Boston. 
He fought in the 1775 and 1776 campaigns until his capture at 
Fort 1·;ashinqton (November 16, 17<;6) • Exchanqed for a British 
prisoner o~-January 1778, .he rejoined the army in time to ~ar
ticipat.e in the Battle of Monmouth. His reputation as a ·sol
dier was established in the Carolina campaigns notably at the 
Battles of Cowpens and Eutaw Springs. 

At the end of the campaign he returned to Maryland to secure 
the title of Springfield Farm. The property had been incluJ2d! 
in the proprietary Eanor of Conocheague where Williams' father 
had tena~ed a farm until his parents death in 1764. Subse
quently, his older, sister :married George Ross who assumed i.he 
responsibili ::y of~c)rphans. Ross lived on Lot 2 of Conoch~c>,gtw 
Manor -- later called Springfield Farm. Ross, a prominent 
resident of tho area, served as cornrnissary of the Conochev.0ue 1

1 

during the French and .Indian War facilitating General Edward 
Bradaock 1 s campaign. l\fter Ross' death (1771) his pxopert.y j 

reverted to his brother then to his nephew. By 1788 Williams 

1

\ 
had patented Ross' farm which remained his country home until 
his death in 1794. I 

Williams spent mu~h of his time in the 1780's lobbying to lo
cate the national capital at the village of Washington (na~ 
Williamsport) a half mile from Springfield Farm. Although 
\villia:ru took his apl)eal direct:i.y to George \vashington 2 site J' 
further down stream on the Potomac was chosen. 

After General Williams' death his brother Colonel Elie Willi~ s 
became tr_e m .. 'ner of Springfield Farm. Colonel Williams at- I 

I tained his rank while serving as quartermaster of the militia 1 

during the Revolutjon. He later served as president of the 
commission which laid out the ~.Jational Road and as survc~'r:.':c 
for the Chesapeake ana Ohio Cana].. Elie Williams• participa
tion in two of the rc1ajor internal irn?rovements of the your.<;:_; .J· 

(See Conti11u.:J.tion Sheet f'.2) 
--------··--------- -------------------- - -- -- -· ·---------------- -------· 
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Republic broadens the historical associations of Springfield 
Farm. 

'I'he third Williams rn,:ner, Edward Green Williams (son of the 
general) , was known for his lavish entertainments and a visit 
of Betsy Patterson Bo~aparte. 

In 1864 the Williams' descendants sold Snringfield Farm to a 
Baltimore sugar merchant, Charles W. Humricl1ouse. He added 
the Victorian wing in J879 for sociBl gatherings in the 
tradition of Edward Williams. During the Humrichouse family's 
ownership Springfield Farm \·;as a social center of the Williarns
port region. 

Since World War II the environs of· Springfield Farm have felt 
the impingements of twentieth century development. However, 
modifications of recent owners have not destroyed the histor.ic 
character of Springfield Farm. 

#9 Major Bibliographical References (Continued) 

Secondary Sources: 

Mish, Mary Vernon. "Springfield Farm on the Conocheague." 
Maryland Historical Society. Vo. XLII (Decernber 1952), 
314-335. 

Spessard, Howard L. ''A Condensed Biographv and History of 
General Otho Holland Williams." December 1971. manuscript. 
Files of the Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md. I 
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Hall of Records, Annapolis Inventory of the estate of 

Georae Ross. 1772. Liber 112 Folio 75. 
Hall of Records: 
Patent Records. Liber BC & GS #49 folio 220 and Liber IC #C 
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National O State O Local 0 
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COMMON: 

Springfield Farm 
AND/OR HISTORIC: 

12. .~QC~TION ::: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 
Springfield Lane, approximately 1/4 mile southeast of U.S. 11 

CITY OR TOWN: 
Williamsport 

STATE 

I !COUNTY' 
I Maryland Washington 

13. CLASSfFICAT!ON .· 
• 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District iCI Bui I ding D Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yes: 

D Site D Structure ~ Private D In Process D Unoccupied D Restricted 

D Object D Both D Being Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

ill Agricultural D Government D Park D Transportation D Comments 

D Commercial D Industrial ill Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational D Military D Religious 

D Entertainment D Museum D Scientific 

f4,; OWNER OF PROPERTY .·.• 
. · .. 

I OWN ER'S NAME: 
Mrs. w. Howard Roney 

STREET AND NUMBER: 
Springfield Farm 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 
1:;;~and \V~l~~am~~rt, .. , 

1${ tP<;,!)"'JQp;f PF 4fGAL DESCIUPTION ·•· . . 

.. ··•·. :,.,<-~ ·.·. . 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 
Washington County Court House 

STREET AND NUMBER: 
West Washington Street 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

(:;;land Hagerstown 
Title Reference of Curren~ DQQd (Book & Pa. #) : 270/672 

ll~ t{§g~g~EHI~!JOf{ JN. ~)(ISTltf~f SURVEYS .. ··>. ... \/~-.. 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 
Maryland Historical Trust Survey 114002 

D"'TE OF SURVEY: Summer, 1967 D Federal [XState D County D Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

lsT~:~yland Annapolis 



CONDITION 
Kl Excellent 

~ Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved Kl Original Site 

Springfield Farm is at present listed with the Maryland Historical 

Trust in Annapolis and nomination forms are being prepared for the 

National Register of Historic Places. A State Historical Marker, 

explainipg the significance of Springfield Farm is located along U.S. 

Route 11 near the house. Additional records are on file with the 

Maryland Historical Trust in Annapolis. 
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F>ERIOO (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SF>ECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 lnventi on 

IXl Arc hi lecture 0 Londscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Coliservotion 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF·SIGNIFICANCE 

--------·-------------. 

. ·. .> ..... >:•:>' ::: •.. :. .. . ·: . ... •· 

~ 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Seu Ip tu re 

0 Socia I/Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

D Transportation 
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Maryland Historical Magazine, Vol. 47, No. 4., December, 1952, 
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L.ATITUDE AND L.ONGITUDE COORDINATES L.ATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Rr-~~~~~~-o_F~L._E_s_s_T~H,A_N~T_E_N~A_C_R_E_s~~~~~~--+ 
CORNER L.ATITUDE L.ONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 
0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

SW 9 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 
V\ 

81.57 acres 

Acreage Justification: m 
m 
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Vt 

-I 

:::0 
IL.IST AL.L. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES c 

COUNTY 

n 
COUNTY: -I 

STATE: COUNTY: 0 

z 
STATE: COUNTY: 

Vt 

_ •• '···::::::•• < :• ·.·. :.-: ......................... ······ .......... . 
. ······ •· 

NAME AND TITL.E: 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historic Sites Survey I
DATE 

October, 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Maryland 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State O Local O 
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