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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

220 04~~"'404-
/JA-I-055 
Map 39 
District 13 
Parcel 325 

NOMINATION FORM kJ ~ ~ /-z.4 J77 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

Bowman - Beck House 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

$TREET AND NUMBER: 

Beck Road and Beard's Church Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Smithsbur 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

(Checlc One) 

D District ~ Building D Public Public Acquisition: 

D Site 0 Structure ~ Private O In Process 

STATUS 

IXJ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 RHtricted 

UnrHtricted 
D Object D Both O Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 

in progress ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Checlc One or More a11 Appropriate) 

~ Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

D 
0 
0 
0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

0 Park 

~ Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

WNER S NAME: 

Gladys B. Bowman C/C Sylvia Rodgers 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Route 2 
Ct TV OR TOWN: STATE: 

Smithsburg Maryland 

:5} ~Pl'¢~1'tQ-JjJ.~•. l.J4l"t PESCRIPl'lON 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC: 

Washington County Court House 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

iVest Washington Street 
Ct TY OR TOWN: 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Maryland Historical Trust Survey #3104 
DATE oF suRvEY: Summer O Federal K) State 0 County 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STR . T ANO NUMBER: 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

----· -----·-·-··-- .... 

0 Comments 

0 Local 

PS - 709 



ra1$ryz.;0iieu .. ~:r>:att~i'1i'i:tITitoiii, w!J"· ,-~-~--~-,, .............................. , T'?i"'.'."·.' . .--..... _ ,.,JT'T:.--'.'"::,,,7-.·,·,· 7,7.7.,,:,"'"',_ 777.7:",, ... 7:':'7"'::::-'7 ··-:>TT)'''''' ±D1·i]··zillill-i1Eitf 
(Chee.Ir One) 

0 Deteriorated Q Good 
~------

0 Ruins O Fair 0 ·Unexposed 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

I 
(Chee.Ir One) 

0 Moved 0 Original Site 

(Check One) 

~ Altered < 5CfX: 0 Uncltered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located at the junction of Beck Road and Beard's Church 
Road east of Smithsburg in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated 
on an area of level ground and faces south. 

The structure is a two and a half story, five bay dwelling constructed 
of roughly coursed local stone. There is no decorative stonework 
associated with the exterior of the house. A large cross gable of 
stone construction is centered at the front of the house. A small 
frame lean to addition is attached to the rear of the house. 

~·Jindows are spaced evenly at all elevations. The openings are large 
in relation to the wall area, with six over six light double hung 
sashes held within narrow frames. An oval window with ray muitins 
flanked by rectangular sidelights are set in the face of the cross 
gable. 

The main entrances are located on the second and fourth bays of the 
front elevation. Fanlights are present over the entrances. A very 
plain doorway is located in the north bay of the west gable end. 

The roof is covered with sheet metal and extends beyond the end walls. 
Simple boxing finishes the eaves. Large brick chimneys are located 
inside each gable end. 

A modern three bay, one story enclosed porch is centered at the front 
elevation. 

Near the house are a barn and other buildings related to agricultural 
use. The house is in good condition and is located on a tract 
containing 164 acres. 
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PERICO (Checlr One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More ae Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educotion 0 
0 Prehi•toric 0 Engineering 0 
0 Hi•toric 0 lndu•try 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
~ Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 Att Architecture 0 
0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation 0 Mu•ic 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFlCANCE 

0 18th Century 

OCJ. 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

. . 

0 20th Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The area of significance of this house is its architecture. 
Quite unusual in appearance for Washington County, the structure 
derives its major importance from its uncommon architectural features, 
including its cross gable with the oval window and flanking sidelights aid 
its pair of entrances giving it a severely symetrical appearance. 

The windows are of unusually large proportions for Washington County•s 
stone houses. The age of the house has not been determined, however, 
the owner has said that the structure is believed to date from the 
1830's. A description of the house appearing in the June 18, 1928 
issue of the Baltimore Sun reports that an 1812 date was found on a 
foundation stone. Extensive research and a thorough examination of 
the structure are necessary to substantiate either of these dates. 

The property on which the house stands was for many years known as 
the "Beck Farm", having been purchased by Philip Beck in 1849. 
Philip Beck is said to have been among the founders of the nearby 
Beard's Church. The farm remained in the Beck family until 1893. 
Prior to Beck ownership, the property belonged to Francis Protzman 
who acquired it in three transactions in 1797 and 1803. The 
property includes parts of "Gleanings", "Bald Barrens", "The Forest", 
and "Webb's Discovery". Biographical sketches on the Protzman and 
Beck families are to be found in Thomas J. William's, History of 
Washington County. 

The house is indeed worthy of further study. 
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The Baltimore ~' "Old Maryland House i'/ell Built", June 18, 1928. 

Washington County Land Records 

'ivilliams, Thomas J., A History of i'/ashington County. Maryland 
Hagerstown: Mail Publishing Co., 1906. 

810. oeooRl.Pli1c>.L oA.r:.. 
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OEFININCO A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

----~--------------------1R~------o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H-..-AN_T:..:.E::..:N.:.....:.;A:..:C::..:R~E~S=--------4 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONc;I TUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco.nds 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

c;w 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREACOE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 164 acres 

Acreage Justification: 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Paula Stoner Dickev- C,.,ns111+,,nt-
ORGANIZATION IOATE 

Julv. 1975 V'v'ashinoton Countv Histori c::i 1 Si+oc: -
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE 

Hagerstown 

µsJState Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State O Local O 

Signature 
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WA-1-055 
DEED RECCRDS 

415/217 October 23, 1964 
Grantor: John .Jagaman, Jr. 
Grantee: Gladys B. Bowman and Harold H. Bowman 

415/216 October 23, 1964 

261/79 

261/78 

238/664 

Granter: Gladys B. Bowman 
Grantee: Joh:1 1fagaman, Jr. 
164 acres 

February 27' 1951 
Granter: John ~Jagaman, Jr. 
Grantee: Gladys B. Bowman and 
9 parcels 

February 27' 1951 
Grantor: Gladys B. Bowman and 
Grantee: John .Jagaman, Jr. 

November 26, 1946 
Grantor: Harry !fowcomer 

Hugh d. Bowman 

Hugh ". Bowman 

Grantee: Luther K. Lung and Gladys B. Bowman 

238/663 November 26, 1946 
Grantor: Luther K. Lung 
Grantee: Harry Newcomer 

164/190 January 2, 1923 

131/423 

Granter: John ,'J. Lung and Amelia E. Lung 
Grantee: Luther K. Lung and Effie B. Lung 
$14 ,OOO, "Gleanings", ''Bald Barrens", "~'iebb' s Discovery" 
"The Forest" 171 acres 

March 31, 
Granter: 
Grantee: 
$12,464 

1909 
Henry Funk 
John ';J. Lung 

Granter: Louisa J. r'lolf and Henry c. ~·iolf 
Grantee: Henry Funk 

113/547 January 15, 1907 
Granters: Alexander Neill and Chas. A. Little, Trustees 
Grantees: Louisa J. i'Jolf 
$9,704.25 171 acres 

100/262 April 9, 1893 
Granters: Geo. ,J. Smith and J. Clarence Lane, Jr. 
Grantees: David Beck, Daniel Beck, Benjamin Beck 
$15,701 153i- acres 



-

DEED RE(;ORDS. CCNID: 

IN 11/624 April 3, 1852 
Granter: John D. Ridenour, Jr. 
Grantee: Philip Beck 
$11,662.12 212 acres 

WA -1--055 

The property is described as the real estate of Francis 
Protzman, deceased. 

Chancery Record Vol. #4, folio 118, March 21, 1849 

K/24 February 25, 1797 

K/105 

P/174 

Grantor: Christian Good 
Grantee: Francis Protzman 
t: 402, "Resurvey on ·:/ebb' s Discovery" 3Jt acres 

April 13, 1797 
Grantor: Peter Hoover 
Grantee: Francis Protzman 
t: 1000. "Forest", "The Gleanings" 96 acres 

March 4, 1803 
Grantor: John Beard 
Grantee: Francis Protzman 
t: 792 "Forest", "The Gleanings", 12 acres 
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